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XII.'MORALL VERTUES. 



8 THE FAEKIE QUEENE. 

Tlie maysters of liis long experiment, 
And 10 tliciii ilocs ilie steddy liclnic apply, 

Bidding )iis winged vessel) lairely Ibrward fly : 
U. 
So Guyon having lost his tnistie Cuyile, 
Late ieft beyond that Ydle Lake, proccedcs 
Yet on Ills way, of none acconipanyde ; 
And evermore liimscire witli coriirort feedea 
or his own venues and pmisc-wonliie deedes. 
So, long he yode,' yet no aoveniure found, 
Which Fame of her slirill trotnpet worthy rcedes': 
For still he traveild through wide wasifull^ ground, 

That nought but desert wildemesse sliewd all around. 





C. TIL THE FAERIE QUEENE. 1 

A wodce of rich eiitayle ' and curious mould, 
Woven with aniickes' and wyld yr.iigery: 
And in his lap a masse of co)'ne he told, 
And turned upside double, to feede his eye 
And covetous desire with his huge threasury. 

V. 

And round about him lay on every side 

Great heapes of gold diat never could be spent; 

Of wliich some were rude owre,^ not purifide 

Of* Mulcibers devouring element ; 

Some others were new driven, and distent' 

Into great ingowes ^ and to wedges square ; 

Some in round plates withouten moninient': 

But most were stampt, and in their metal bare 
The antique shapes of kings and Kesars straung and rare. 
VI. 

Soone as he Guyon saw, in great affright 

And haste he rose for to remove aside 

Those prelious iiiis from siraungers envious sight. 

And downe them poured through an Iiole fuQ wide 

Into the hollow earth, them there to hide : 

But Guyon, lightly to him leaping, stayd 

His hand tliat trembled as one terrifyde; 

And though himselfe were at the dght dismayii, 
Yet him perforce restraynd, and to him doubtful! ^ sayd ; 
Vl[. 

" What art thou, Man, (if man at alt thou art,) 

That here in desert hast thine habitaunce,* 

And these rich hils of welUi doest hide apart 

< EHfayft, inliy; inta^io. ■ JngmBeti'mfiaM. 

* JliUUka. fantutic Ggures. ' MBiiimenl, itamp. 

) Owre, ore. ■ DouitfuU, Teulbl. 

■ Of, bj. * Haiitatatct, imWat^. 



10 TBE FAERIE <ICEEN'E. B. ] 

From the worldes eye, and from her right usaunce? " 
Thereat, with stanng eyes fixed askaunce, 
In great disdame ho answerd ; " Haidy Elfe, 
That darest view my direAil couatenauoce ! 
I read * thee rash and heedlesse of thyselfe. 

To trouble my still seate and heapes of pretious pelfe. 
VIII. 
" God of the world and worldlmgs I me call, 
Great Mammon, greatest god below the skye. 
That of my plenty poure out unto all, 
And unto none my graces do envye ; 
lUches, renowme, and principality, 
Honour, estate, and all this worldes good, 
For which men swinck* and sweat incessantly. 
Fro me do flow into an ample flood, 

And in the hollow earth have thar etemall brood. 





C. Til. THE FAZBIE QUTENX. II 

And h(Hiours suit my vowed dajes do spend, 
Unto thy bounteous baytes and pleasing cbaimes, 
With which weake men thou witchest, to ^tend ; 
Regard of worldly mucke ' doth fowly hlend ' 
And low abase the high beitncke spright, "* 
That ioyes for crownes and kingdomes to contend ; 
Faire shields, gay steedes, bright aimes, be my delight ; 

Those be the riches St lor an advent'rous Knight." 
ZI. 
" Vaue glorious Elfe," saide he, " doest 'not thou weet,' 
That money can thy wantes at will supply ? 
Shields, steeds, and amies, and all things fw tbee meet. 
It can purray in twiockling of an eye ; 
And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply. 
Do not 1 kings create, and throw the crowne 
StMnetimes to him that low in dust doth ly, 
And him that nugnd Into his rowme thrust downe ; 

And, whom I lust,* do beape with g^oiy and renowne? " 

xn. 

"All otherwise," saide he, " I riches read," 
And deeme them roote of all disquietnesse ; 
First got with guile, and then preserv'd with dread, 
And aAer spent with pride and lavishnesse, 
Leaving behind them griefe and heavinesse : 
Infiiute mischiefes of them doe arize ; 
Strife and debate, bloodshed and bittemesse, 
Outrageous wrong and hellish covetize ; 
That Doble heart, as great dishonour, doth despize. 

xin. 

" Ne thine be kingdcnnes, ne the scepters thine ; 

■ Ifuekt, wenlth; litenUj, dirt ' BUnd, blemidL 

* Wttt, know. * Ltut, pleue. * Read, ngud. 
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But realmes and ruler? t)iou docst both confound, 
And loyall truth to ireasoii doest incline : 
Witness^ tlie guilUesse blood poiird oft on ground ; 
The crowned often slame ; tlie slayer cround ; 
Tlie sacred diademe in peeces rent ; 
And piu^le robe gored with many a wound ; 
Castles surprizd ; great cities sackt and brent ^ : 
So mak'st tliou kings, and guynest wrongfull govemiiHint 1 
XiV. 
"Long were to tell tlie iroubloii3 siomies that tosse 
The private state, and make llie tife unswect : 
Who swelling sayles in Caspian sta doth croGse, 
And in Irayle wood on Adrian gulf dotb fleet, 
Doth not, 1 weene, so many evils meet." 
Then Mainmon wexing wiwlli ; " And why then," Myd, 
" Are morlall men so fond and undiscreet 
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XVI. 

" The ^tlque wodd, in his first flowiing youlh, 
Fownd no defect in his Creators grace ; 
But with glad thankes, and unreproved' tiuth, 
The guiAs of soveraine bounty did embrace : 
like angels life was then mens happy cace; 
But later ages piide, like com-fed steed, 
Abusd her plenty and &t-5wolne encreace 
To all licenbous lust, and gan exceed 

The measuie of her meane ^ and naturall fiist need. 
XVII. 
" Then gan a cursed band the quiet w(xnbe 
Of his great grandmother with Steele (o wound, 
And the hid treasures in her sacred tombe 
With sacriledge to dig : Therein he fownd 
Fountaines of gold and alver to abownd. 
Of which the matter of hia huge desire 
And pompous pride eAsoones ^ he did ccHnpownd ; 
Then Avarice gan through his veines inspire 

His greedy flames, and kindled lile-derouring Gre." 
XVIll. 
" Sonne," said he then, " lett be * thy bitter sctniie. 
And leave die nidenesse of that antique age 
To them, that liv'd theiin in state forlome. 
Thou, diat doest live in later times, must wage* 
Thy woikes lor wealth, and life for gold engage. 
If then the« list my ofired grace to use, 
Take what thou please of all this surplusage ' ; 
If thee list not, leave have thou to refuse: 

But thing refused doe not afterward accuse." 

■ DknproBed, blunelea. ' Litt bt, leara off. 

' Mtant, modemte poition. ' IVagt, pledge. 

' Ijfltoojia, immedulel J. * Bar^uMJc, e tcCM 
VOL. II. 3 
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XIX. 

" Me list not " said ihe Elfin Knight, " roceave 
Thing offi^d, till I know it veil be gott ; 
Ne wote * I but thou didst these goods bereave 
From rightitill owner by unrighteous lott, 
Or that blood-guiltinesse or guile them blott." 
" Perdy,' " quoth he, " yet never «e did vew, 
Ne tong did tell,' no hand these handled not ; 
But safe I have them kept in secret mew * 
From hevens sight and powre of al which them pouisew.' 
XX. 
" What secret place," quoth he, " can safely bold 
So huge a masse, and hide fixun hearens ^e ? 
Or where hast thou thy wonne,^ that so much gold 
Thou canst preserve Irom wrong and robbery ? " 
" Come tliou," quolli he, " and see," So by and by 
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XXII. 

On tb* cftha side in one co[u6rt there mU 
Cruell Revenge, and raocorous Deipif^ 
Disloyall Treason, and han-buming HaU i 
Bat gnaning Gealosy, out of their ngbt 
Sitting alone, Lis bitter lips did tnght ; 
And trembling Feare still to and fio did (\y. 
And found no place wher safe he shroud ban lugbtl 
Lamenting Sonow did in daiknes lye ; 

And Shame hi* uj^y fiw« did >ude from Uiing eye. 
XXIIL 
And over thetn sad Honor with grim hew 
Did alwaies sore, beating his yron wings ; 
And after him owles and nif^l'ftvens flew. 
The hatefiiU messengers of hcary thb^, 
Of death and dolor' telling sad tJibip ; 
Whiles sad Celeno, ntting on a clifle, 
A song of hale' and hittex sonow sings, 
That han of flint asooder could hare rifie ' ; 

Which having ended oRet him she flyetb swifie. 
XXIV. 
All these before Ibe gate* of Pluto lay ; 
By whom they pasnng spake unto them noagbL 
But th' E^lfin Knight with wonder all the way 
Did feed his eyes, and fild hi* uner thou|^ 
At last him to a little dore he brought, 
That to the gate of hetl, which gaped wide. 
Was next adif^niDg, ne them parted ouj^ : 
■ Deter, grief. * Bait, woe, ■ IHfU, ri*««. 



%XU.1.—Ha»*um»grt.1 Tofrtlm. 

XXm.6. — aadC^£»e.} CddM WH llw turn* of oM of Um ha»- 

xxiv.T.—jnao/MtAfMf^] Km did uf thiBc (ugto) r^ 
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Betwixt them both was but a litle stnde, 
Tbat did the House of Ricbesse &om hell<mouth divide. 
XXV. 
Before the doro sat selfe-consuming Care, 
Day and night keeping wary watch and ward, V" * 
For feare least Force or Fraud should unaware 
Brcake in, and spoile the treasure there in gard: 
Ne would he suffer Slecpc once diether-ward~ 
Approch, albe ^ hb drowsy den were next ; 
For next to Death is Sleepo to be compard ; 
Therefore his house b unto his annext : [twext. 

Here £3eep, there Richesse, and hel-gate them both be- 
XXVI. 
So soon as Mammon there arrivd, the dore 
To him did open and aflborded way ; 
Him followed eke Sir Guyon evermore, 
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Threatning wHh greedy gripe to doe him dye, 
Ai.d rend in peaces with bis ravenous pawes. 

If ever he Iransgrest the &lall Stygian lawes. 
IXVIU. 
That Houses fomie within was lude and strong, 
Lyke an huge cave hewne out of rocky cIiAe, 
From whose rough vaut ^ tlie ragged breaches ' bong 
Embost with massy gold of glorious guifte,^ 
And with rich melall loaded every lifte, 
That heavy mine ihey did seeme to tbreatt ; 
And over th^n Arachne high did lifte 
Her cunning web, and spread her subtile nett, 

Enwrapped in Ibwle smoke and clouds moce black than ietL 
ZXIX. 
Both roofe, and floore, and walls, were all of gold, 
But overgiowne with dust and old decay, 
And hid in darknes, tiiat none could beb<^ 
The hew thereof: fcr vew of cberefiill day 
Did never in tliat House itselfe display, 
But a fmt shadow of luicertein light ; 
Such as a lamp, whose life does fade away ; 
Or as tlie rooone, cloatbed with clowdy night, 

Does shew to bim that walkes in feore and sad affiight. 
XXX. 
In all that rownie was nothing to be seene 
But huge great yron chests, and coSers strong, 
All bard with double bends,* that none could weeDe 
Them to enforce by violence m- wrong ; 
On every ^e they placed were along. 
But all the grownd with sculs was scattered 

> Fmd, nnh. ■ BrmdiaM, pmjeetiiig pwnU of mk. 

■ aimrimu gmifit, neb qoiUlT. * StmdM, tauada. 

9* 
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And dead mens bones, which round about wctb flong ; 
Whose lives, it seemed, whil(Hne' there were shed, 

And tk^ vile carcases now left unburied. 
XXXI. 
They forward passe ; Ne Guyon yet spoke wmd, 
TUl that they came unto an yron dore, 
Which to them opened of his owne accord. 
And shewd of nchesse such exceeding store, 
As eie of man did never see before, 
Ne ever could within one place be fownd. 
Though all the wealth, which is or was of yot9. 
Could gatherd be through all tlie world arownd, 

And that above were added to that under grownd. 
XXXII. 
The charge thereof unto a covetous Spright 
Commaunded was, who thereby did attend, 
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But I in aiTDes, and in atriueremads faciTc, 
Do mha choose mj flinii^ faoDRS id fpod. 
And to be lord cf tboee thai licfaes faarc, 
Then * than to have mj seUe, and be tbev xn%t wdn 

xxnv. 

Therca't the Feend las piaAiag tccdi iSd ente. 
And gner'd, so kng to hekt In eronie fnr ; 
F«r \veO be weened dnt so ^odcaE faajw 
Would tempt his Guest lo take Aatti skit*: 
Had he 90 doen, he had Inm snatd:* **^T 
More light thao colrer' in the faukos b : 
Etesnall God diee save bm aicfa decar '. 
But, whenas Uammn saw Ins popose nisL, 

Him to entrap nn w are a znothCT way be wio.* 
XXXT. 
Ilieoce, fbrwaid be Um \edd and dsidr l eo u ^bl 
Unto anodier lowme, whose dcte Icxdn^ 
To him did open as it bad beae tn^d : 
Tlier^ an liuodred rannga weioi f*^^* 
An hundred hamvxa all bamiag br^fat ; 
By every Ibuniace many Feentb ifid byde, 
Deibnned creatures, boniUe in 9^ ; 
And ereiy Feend his buse poioes applyde 

To melt the golden metaO, ready lo be Hyde. 

xxxn. 

One «nth great bdknt'es faiboed G&ing ayre. 
And with hrsi wind the fm-ell did 'mfiame ; 
Another did the d}'ing braods rey ay re 
With yron longs, and spnnckled ofie ibe same 
With liquid wares, fies Vulcans rage to tame, 

• 71(B,tImn. * Witt, knew, i' liiwil. 
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Who, maystring * them, renewd hia foimer heat : 
Some scumd the drosse that Irom the metall came . 
Some stiid the molten owre with ladles great : 

And eveiy one did swinck j^ and eveiy one did sweat 
XXXVII. 
But, when aa earthly wight they present saw 
Glistring in annes and battailous aray. 
From their wbot^ work they did themselves withdraw 
To wonder at the aght ; for, till that day, 
They never creature saw that cam that way : 
Tlieir staring eyes sparckling with fervent fyre 
And ugly shapes did nigh the Man dismay, 
That, were it not for shame, he would retyre ; 

Till that him thus bespake their soveraine lord and syw , 
XXXVIII. 
" Behold, thou Faeries sonne, with moitall eye, 
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But give me leave to follow mine emprise.' " 

MammoD was much displeasd, yet no'te' he chuso 

But beare the rigour of his bold mesprise > ; 
And thence lum forward ledd, him further to eotise. 
XL. 

He brought him, through a daiksaiffiianow strayl, 

To a broad gate all built of beaten gold : 

The gate was open ; but therein did wayt 

A sturdie Villein, stryding stifie and bold, 

As if the Highest God defy he would : 

In his right hand an yron club he held, 

But he hiinselfe was all of golden mould, 

Yet had both life and sence, and well could weld 
That cuised weapon, when bis craell foes he queld. 
XLl. 

DIsdayne he called was, and did disdayne 

To be so cald, and who so did him call : 

Sterne was his looke, and full of stomacke * rayoe ; 

His portaunce ' terrible, and stature tall, 

Far passing th' bight of men teirestriall ; 

like an huge gyant of the Titans race ; 

That made him scome all creatures great and small, 

And with his pride all others powre deface : 
More Gtt enumgst black Gendes then ^ men to have Ins place, 
xmi. 

Soone as those glitterand amies he did espye, 

That with iheir brightnesse made that darknes light, 

His hamietiill club he gan to hurde ^ bye. 

And threaten batteill to the Faeiy Knight ; 

Who likewise gan bimsdfe to batteill dight,* 

* ' EmprUa, enterpriie. * Portmaice, deportmeDt. 

* Jfa'U, could Dot. * Tien, than. 

* Maprim, contempt. ' thrtU, nim. 

* Stomatke, haofhtinen. * Digli*, pnpai*> 
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Till Mammon did his hasty hand withhold, 
And counseld liim abstame from peiilous fight ; 
For nothing might abash the Villein bold, 

Ne mortall Steele emperce his miscreated mould, 
xuir. 
So having him with reason pacifyde, 
And that Gers Carle commauoding to fiubeare, 
He brought him in. TTie rowme was large and wyde. 
As it some gyeld ^ or solemne temple .weare ; 
Many great golden pillours did upbeare 
The massy roofe, and riches huge sustajne ; 
And every pillour decked was full deare ' 
With crownes, and diademes, and titles vaine, 

Which mortall princes wore whiles they on earth did rayne 
lUV. 
A route of people there assembled were, 
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Nath'lesse most hevenly fiiite in deed and rev 

She by creation was, till sho did fall ; 
Thenceforth she sought for helps to cloke her ciinto wiUnQ. 
XLVI. 

There, as in glistriog glcny she did nit, 

She held a great gold chaine yliocked well, 

Whose upper end to highest beven was knjtt. 

And lower part did reach to lowest bell ; 

And all that preace ' did rownd about her twtU 

To catcben hold of that long chaine, thereby 

To climbe aloft, and others to excell : 

That was Ambidon, rash desire to Sty," 
And every linck thereof a step of dignity. 

XLvri. 

Some ihougbt to raise themselves to high degree 
By riches and unrighteous reward ; 
Some by close shouldiing ' ; some by flatteree ; 
Others through IHendes ; others for base regard ; 
And all, by wrong waies, for themselves prepard : 
Those, that were up themselves, kept others low ; 
Those, that were low themselves, held otben hard, 
Ne su£ed them to ryse or greater grow ; 
But every one did strive his fellow downe to throw. 

XLvin. 

Which whenas Guyon saw, he gan inquire, 
What meant that preace ' about that Ladies tbrcme. 
And what she was that did so high aspyre ? 
Him Mammon answered ; " That goodly one. 
Whom aQ that folke mth such contention 
Doe flock about, my deare, my daughter is : 
Honour and dlgnide from her alone 

* Frmet, fitm. * Ay, Kit. ' CUt AoMUiiag, iMrd rntUafi 
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Derived are, and all this worldes blis, 

For which ye men doe strive ; few gett, but aanj mis ; 
XUX. 
" And fcyre Pbilotim^ she rightly hight,' 
The direst wight that wonneth ' under skie, 
But that this dariisom neather wotM her light 
Dodi dim with honor and defbrmity, 
Worthie of lieren and hye felicitie, 
From whence the gods have her for envy thrust : 
But, dih ^ thou hast found fevour in mine eye, 
Thy spouse I will her make, if that thou lust * ; 

That she may thee advance for woHis and merits iust." 
L. 
"Gramercy,* Mammon," said the gende Knight, 
" For so great grace and o£ed high estate ; 
But I, that am fiaile flesh and earthly wight, 
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With beaibs and baits, wboee kinds moCe not be ndd* : 

Not such a3 earth out of ha fiuitfull worob 

Throwes forth to men, sweet and well savcred. 

But direfiill deadly black, both leaTe and bhxxn, 
Fitt to adonie the dead and deck the dreiy loamb& 
UI. 

There moumfiill cypresse grew in greatest store ; 

And trees of bitter gall ; and heben ^ sad ; 

Dead sleeping poppy ; and black hellebore ; 

Cdd coloqulntida ; and telra mad ; 

Mtxlall samnitis ; and cicuta had, 

With which th' uniust Atfaeniens made to dy 

Wise Socrates, who, thereof quaffing ^ad, 

Pourd out his life and last philosophy 
To the &yre Ciitlas, his dearest belamy' I 
UII. 

The Gardin of Proserpina this bight * : 

And in the midst thereof a silrer seat. 

With a thick arfaer good!/ OFer-dight,* 
' In wbicb she often usd from open heat 

Heiselfe to shroud, and pleasures to entreat*: 

' lUdd, eiplained. * Bigtt, 'a oDed. 

' Hiben, ebon;. • Over-tligkl, orenpmd. 

■ Btlany, (Id etui, Ft.) bir friend. ■ Entreat, recelTe, ot eajaj. 



LU. i. — Cold eoloqidntida, dui.] Cotoqanhda is the &uit of the 
bitter spple. Tetra 'a nipposed to be the deadly night-diade. 

LII.5. — MoTtall wmntfu.] Uplon conjecture* that Speirnr beie 
meuu the nvin-tree, or arbor SaMiu, which wu mppoasd to produee 
abortion. 

Lll.7.— lrueSacraleM,&e.] It wu Theninenei, amd not SocialM, 
of whom this incident ii telited. Spenser wu prob^ly led into the 
miilake &om the reiembluice of the name of Criliat to that of Crito, 
who wu an iotmule friend of Socralra, and iritfa bim at the time of 
bia death. 

Tou n. 3 
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Next thereuQto did grow a goodly tree, 

With brauncbes broad dispredd and body great, 

Ootlied with leaves, that none the wood mote see. 

And loaden all with fiuit as thick as it might bee. 
lAV. 
Their fruit were golden apples gUstring bright, 
That goodly was their glory to behdd ; 
On earth like nerer grew, ne living wight 
like ever saw, hut they from hence were sold ' ; 
For those, which Hercules with conquest bold 
Got from great Atlas daughtera, hence began. 
And planted there did bring foilh fruit of gold ; 
And those, with which th' Eubcean young man wan 

Swift Atalanta, when through craft he her out ran. 



Here also sproug that goodly golden friiit. 
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The which emongst the gods false Ala threw ; 
For wliicb th' Idsan Ladies diugroed, 
Till partial! Paris dcmpt > it Venus dew, 
And liad of her &yro Ilolen for hia toMd, 
That many noble Greekos and Troiins nud* lo Uwd. 
LVI. 
The waHIke ElFo much wondred at tliis tre«, 
So fayre and great, tliat sliadowed all ili« ground ; 
And his hioad brauncbcs, ladiin wiUi rich £»,* 
Did stretch themselves witliout the utiooM bouad 
or this great Gardin, compast with a mound : 
Witich ovei^hanging, they tlieinselve* did sleep* 
In a hlacke flood, which flow'd about it round ; 
That is the river of CocyUis doepe, 
In which full many soulos do endlesse wayle tnd WMpn. 
LVll. 
Which to behold he clomb up to the bancke, 
And, looking downe, saw many damned wiglitea 
In those sad waves, which dtrcfuU deadly sluicke, 
Plonged continually of cnjell sprigbtei, 
That with tlieir piteous ciycs, and yelling dui^ttm,* 
They made the fiirthcr shore reaoundeo wide ; 
Emongst the rest of those same niefull si^ites, 
One cursed creature he by chaunce espide, 
That drenched lay full deepo under tlie Gardeo tide. 
Lvm. 

Deepe was he drenched lo the utmost chin, 

■ Dtwyf, deemed. * 0/, bjr. 

* Ft, propertj. * SkrighUt, ihriek*. 

LV. 5. — 7I< uliUli, &c.] Tit* itoTf of the gold^a ippla tWowB a 
•nong the giwMa it the mtrrisfe of Pebnu ind Thetia, sad Ha MM* 
oeDOea, ia well knovn. 
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Yet gaped still as coveting to drinke 
or the cold liquor which he waded in j 
And, stretching forth his liand, did often tfainke 
To reach the fruit which grew upon the biincke ; 
But both the fruit from hand, and flood from mouth, 
Did fly abacke, and made him Fainely swincke ' ; 
The whiles he sterv'd with hunger, and wiih drouth 
He daily dyde, yet never throughly* dyen couth,^ 
LIS. 
The Knight, him seeing labour so in vaine, 
Askt who he was, and what he meant thereby ? 
Who, groning decpe, dius answerd him againe ; 
" Most cursed of all creatures under skye, 
Lo Tantalus, I here tormented lye 1 
Of whcan high love wont whylome * feasted bee ; 
Lo, here I now for want of ibod doe dye ! 
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Then gan the cursed Wretch alowd to ciy, 
Accu^g highest love and gods ingrate ; 
And eke blaspbembg heaven bitterly, 

As author of uniustico, there to let him dye. 
LSI. 
He lookt a litle fiirther, and espyde 
Another Wretch, whose carcas deepe was drent* 
Within the river which the same did hyde : 
But both bis bandes, most filthy feculent,* 
Above the water were on high extent,^ 
And faynd^ lo wash themselves incessandy, 
Yet nothing cleaner were lor such intent, 
But rather fowler seemed to the eye ; 

So lost his labour vaine and ydle iodustiy. 
LXII. 
The Knight, him calling, asked who he was } 
Who, lifung up his bead, him answerd thus ; 
" I Pilate am, the falsest iudge, alas ! 
And moat uoiust ; that, by unrighteous 
And wicked dooine, to lewes despiteous ' 
Delivered up the Lord of life to dye, 
And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 
The whiles my handes I wasbt in purity, 

The whiles my soute was soytd with fbwle iniquity.'* 
LXIII. 
Infinite moe ' tormented in like paine 
He there beheld, too long here to be told : 
Ne ManunoD would there let him long remayne> 

' DreM, drcDched. * Faynd, pretended, Memed. 

* FtadtHl, fool. * DapittouM, maliciotu. 

* EittM, lUMd. * aUn, motp. 

IiXn. 9. — btfarit]/-'] In token of pori^. 
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For tciTouT of ihe tortures maaiibld, 

In which the damned soules he did behold, 

But roughly him bespake : " Tliou fearefull Ibole, 

Why takest not or that same ftuite of gold ? 

Ne uttest downe on that same ^ver stoole, 

To rest thy weary person in the shadow coole } " 
LXIV. 
All which he did to do him deadly kH 
In Irayle intemperaunce through sinrull bay[ ; 
To which if he inclyned had at alt, 
That Dreadfull Feend, wliicli did behinde him wayt, 
Would him have rent in tliousand peeces stray! : 
Bui he was wary wise in all bb way, 
And well perceived bis deceiptfull sleight, 
Ne suSred lust ' his safety to betray : 

S-i jTQodly did beguile the guyler of liis pray. 




Bbtall9D9 

As OrCfCOBK «3[& UO ■'"''"■"■ 

The Efe ffid Si xRf m «f > 

Aod Jlhsa 



■ W&^Gnv^liM > 



/ 
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CANTO Vlll. 

Sir Guyon, Uyd in Bwowne, ia by 
Aerates sonnea deapoyld ; 

Wbrtm Arthure aoone hath reakcwed 
And Pay Dim bretfaren foyld. 



And is there care in heaven ? And is there love 
In heavenly spirits to these creatures bace, 
Tliat may compassion of their evils move ? 
Tliere b : — else much more wretched were the cace 
Of mea then 'beasts : But O! (h' exceeding grace 
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And all for love and nothing Ux reward : 
O, why should Hevenly God to men have such it^aidl 

'"■ . . / 

During the wlule that Gayoo did abide / 

In Mammons House, the Palmer, whom whyleare ' 
That wanton Mayd of passage bad denlde. 
By further search had passage tbund elsewhere ; 
And, being on bis way, approached neare 
Where Guyon lay in traunce ; when suddebly 
He heard a voyce that called lowd and cleare, 
" Come helher, come betber, O ! come hastily 1 " 

That all the Gelds resounded with the tuefiill cry. 
IV. 
The Palmer lent bis ear unto the noyce, 
To weet* who called so importunely : 
Agtune be heard a more eSbrced ^ voyce, 
That bad hjm come in baste : He by and by 
His feeble feet directed to the cry ; 
Which to that shady delve * him brought at last. 
Where Mammon ears! ' did sunne bis threasuiy : 
There the good Guyon he ibund slumbring last 

In senceles dreame ; which sight at Grst him swe a^iasL* 
V. 
Be^de bis head there satt a faire young man. 
Of wondrous beauty and of freshest yeares, 
Whose tender bud to'blossome new began, 
And florisb faire above his equall peares : 
His sDow^ front, curled with golden beares, 

< Wkglean, ■ little while ago. * Ddet, c&re. 

■ Weit, leun. * Earn, before. 

* Jlfor* forced, louder. * Aghatt, teirified. 
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I^e Phoebus face adomd with sunny r&yea. 
Divinely shone ; and two sharpe winged sbeares, 
Decked with diverse plumes, like painted jayes, 

Were fixed at his bacfce to cut his ayeiy wayes. 
VI. 
Like as Cupido on Idsao hill, 
When having laid bis craell bow away 
And mortall arrowes, wherewith he doth fill 
The world with murdrous spoiles and bloody pray, 
With his faire raothw he hini dights * to play, 
And with his goodly sisters, Graces three ; 
The goddesse, pleased wiih his wanton play, 
Sufiers herselfe through sleepe heguild to bee, 

The whiles the other ladies mind theyr mery glee. 
VII. 
Whom when the Palmer saw, abasht he was 
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Agwist bis foe and mine : Watch thou, I paj ; 

For evill is at hand him to oSend." 

So having said, elisoones * he gaD display 

His pamtod nimble win^, and vanisbt quite away. 
IX. 
The Palmer seeing bis lette empty place, 
And his slow eies beguiled of tbeir sight, 
Woxe sore aS^d, and standing still a space 
Gaz'd afiet him, as fowle escapt by flight : 
At last, biro, turning to his charge bebight,' 
With trembling hand his troubled pulse gan try ; 
Wh«?e finding life not yet dislodged quight. 
He much rmyst, and courd ' it tenderly. 

As chiclteo newly batcbt, &om dreaded destiny. 
X. 
At last he spide where towards bim did pace 
Two Paynim Knights al armd as bright as skie, 
And them bedde an aged Sire did trace. 
And jar belbre a Iight-lbote Page did ffie 
That breathed stnTe and troublous emnitie. 
Those were the two sonnes of Aerates old. 
Who, meeting eaist * with Archimago slie 
Foreby that Idle Strond, of him were told 
That he, which earst * them combatted, was Guyon bdd. 
XI. 
Which to avenge on him they deariy vowd, 
Whereever that on ground they mote him find : 

■ ^flsnmM, inuaediktel;. ■ Cmtrd, pret^etei. 

■ BM^ minuted. • Earn, beTore. 

X. 3. — At agtd Stre-I Atehiaaga. 
X.i—AUgkt-JhnUFage.] Aiin. 
Z. 7. — Wko, mMttitti «arjt.] Bee cuts TI. rtsnn XLTIL 
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False Archimage provokt their cwage pnwd, 
And strjrfiil Atin in their stubbome mind 
Coles of contention and whot * rengeaunce Ond.' 
Nqw bene tfaey conje whereas the Palmer sate, 
Keeping that slombred coisc to him assind : 
Well knew they both hb peison, siih ^ of late 
With him in bloody armes they rashly did debate. 
XII. 
Whom when Pyrochles saw, inflam'd wiih rage 
ITiat Sire he fowl bespake ; " Thou dotard vile, 
That wilb thy bmtcnessc shendst * thy comely age, 
Abandon soone, I read,^ the caytive spoile 
Of that same outcast carcas, that erewhile 
Made itselfe famous through £dse trechery, 
And crownd his coward crest with knightly stile ; 
Loe 1 where he now ingloiious doth lye, 
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Save as thou seest cr beam : Bis veil 1 -vrxc 
Xbat of his pui^viiice tivall nmii (xmeoe : 
Yet gtdd'all is not thai doth ^oUen sosix; 
Tie al good En^is thai shake tiS sjMare tad •aH . 
The wofth of all mea br that cod at^tcae ; 
And then dew ptake or dev nyncb aaa vieM : 
Bad iherelbte I hkn deeoie dat cxs Tis oead go fiiJiL~ 

IT. 

'* Good or bad," gan hk brocber ficc i'^'t, 
" What do I recke, stb - thai he £5: tBOt: 
Or what doth Ins bad doth mv i auj'f 
The greedy hunger of renHt^i jt». 
Shh > «-ralhiidl hand vnn^ ml hs orae dessc? 
Yet, ance do vaj is lefle (a wreakr iet ipc^it, 
I will him reave * of aims, the rinoc fcare. 
And of that siiidd, more vonfar </ ^jrji K ai^J t ; 
For why should a deid dog be iv^a ia arng i g ^c^ : * 
ITL 
" Fayr Sir," said tbeo the Palsta S3p^5ae£, 
" For kni^thoods love doe oot so (ys^ a dwri, 
Ne blame your booor «ith so ^asx&Z Tsast 
Of vile revenge : To EpoiSe the dtad </ voud * 
is sacrilege, and doth all annes fitxt^ : 
But leave these n^dkS of tnt GHng c£|^ 
To decke his beice, and mp* ha todrUxStt sh>i^~ 



xv.2.~sia OiMtitiiJt 

wltfaont being wonndrd. 




XV.T.— fTrtmiw] The 
to the rietor. 

XVI.3._.r< ibw nir k 



Xn. 7.— raiaickuiiTU.] Tit hmt m 
VOL. II. 4 
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" What hwce or steed," said he, " should be have dight, 
But be entombed in the mven or the kight?" 
xvn. 
With that, lude hand upon his sliield he laid, 
And th' other brotlier gan his helme unlace ; 
Both fiercely bent to have him disaraJd ; 
Till that they spide where towards them did pace 
An armed Knight, of bold and bounteous grace. 
Whose Squire bore after him an heben ' launce 
And coverd shield : Well kcod ^ lilm so far space 
Th' Enchaunter by his armes and amenaunce,^ 
When under him he saw his Lyhian steed to praunce ; 
xvin. 
Atid to those brediren sayd ; " Rise, rise byVive,* 
And unto batteil doe yourselves addresse ; 
For yonder comes the prowest Knight alive, 
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And Archimage besought, him that affiird 
Which he had brought for Braggadochio vaine. 
" So would 1," said th' enchauater, " glad and tone 
Beteeme ' to you thb sword, you to defend, 
Or ought that els your honour might m^taine ; 
But that this weapons powre I well have kend ' 

To be contrary to the woAe which ye intend : 
XX. 
" For that same Knights owne sword tlm b, of yore 
^Vhich Merlin made by his almighde art 
For that his Noursling, when he knighthood swore. 
Therewith to doen his foes eternal] smart. 
The metall 6rst he mixt with mediwart, 
That no enchauntment frcHn his dint might save; 
Then it in flames of Aetna wrought apart. 
And seven times dipped in the bitter wave 

Of hellish Styx, which hidden vertue to it gave. 
XXI. 
" The vertue is, that nether Steele nor stone 
The stroke thereof from entraunce may defend ; 
Ne ever may be used by his (one ' ; 
Ne forst his rightful owner to offend ; 
Ne ever will it breake, ne ever bend ; 
Wherefore Morddwe it lightfiilly is Iiight.* 

' BOerme, delWer, ' Foiu, toet. 

* Katd, leuned. ' Hig^i called. 

XIX. t. — Had hoHghl for Braggadochia vaine.] See canto III. 
*tui» XVIII. 

XX. Z— Merlin.] Merlin wa« a fsmoiu enchuiter, who pliyi ■ 
eonipienoai part in the fibuloiu history of Biitain. 

XX. S.—MeJaaart.] ThiB I conjecture to be a general name for a 
medicinal herb, compounded of mediea and leart, an herb. Upton 
thinki that a particular herb, called vudua, mentioned by Virgil in 
Otaig, i, 215, i« meant. 

XXl-^ — Xerddnre.] JlfonWiire ii deriTSd fhno two French word* 
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In vaine therefore, Pyrocliles, should I lend 
The same to thee, against his Lord lo fight ; 

For sure yt would deceive thy labor and thy might." 
XXII. 
'• Foolish old man," said then the Pagan wroth, 
" That weenest words or charms may force withstond : 
Soone shall thou see, and then beleeve for trotli,' 
That I can carve with this inchaunted brand 
His Lords owne flesh." Tlierewith out of his bond 
That vertuDus Steele he rudely snatcht away ; 
And Guyons shield about hU wrest he bond : 
So ready dight, fierce battaile to assay, 

And match his brother proud u battailous amy. 
XXIII. 
By this, that slraunger Knight in presence came, 
And goodly salved " them ; who nought againe 
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However, sure I rew his pitteous plight." 
" Not one, nor other," sayd the Pahner grave, 
^^ Hath him befalne ; but cloudes of deadly night 
Awhile his heavy eylids cover'd have, 

And all his sences drowned in deep sencelesse wave : 

XXV. 
" Which tliose his cniell foes, that stand hereby. 
Making advantage, to revenge their spight, 
Would him disarme and treaten shamefully ; 
Unwortliie usage of redoubted Knight ! 
But you, faire Sir, whose honourable idght 
Doth promise hope of helpe and timely grace, 
Mote I beseech to succour his sad plight. 
And by your powre protect his feeble cace ? 

First prayse of knighthood is, fowle outrage to deface.^ " 

XXVI. 
" Palmer," ssid he, " no Knight so rude, I weene. 
As to doen outrage to a sleeping ghost * ; 
Ne was there ever noble corage ' scene. 
That in advauntage would his puissaunce host : 
Honour is least, where oddes appeareth most. 
May bee, that better reason will aswage 
The rash revengers heat. Words, well dispost. 
Have secrete powre t' appease inflamed rage : 
If not, leave unto me thy Knights last patronage." 

XXVII. 
Tho,^ tummg to those brethren, thus bespoke ; 
" Ye warlike payre, whose valorous great might. 
It seemes, iust wronges to vengeaunce doe provoke. 
To wreake your wrath on this dead-seemmg Knight, 
Mote ought allay the storme of your despight, 

* Deface, defeat, prevent. ' Corage, heart, mind. 

• Ghosi, goal. * Tho, then. 

4# 
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And settle patience in so furious heat? 
Not to debate the chaleDge of your right, 
But for hb carkas pardon I entreat, 

Whom fortune hath already laid iu lowest seat." 
XXVIII. 
To whom Cymocbles said ; " For what art tlrou, 
Tliat mak'st thysclfc his daycs-man,' to prolong 
Tlie vengeauncc prest ? * Or who sliall let ^ me now 
On tlib vile body from U wTeak my wrong, 
And make his carkas as the outcast dong ? 
Why should not that dead carrion satisfye 
Tlie guilt, which, if he lived had thus long. 
His life for dew revenge should deare abye * ? 

Tlie trespass still doth live, albee ^ tlie person dye." 
XXIX. 
" Indeed," ilicn said [h& Prince, " ihc evill donnc 
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And to him sayd ; " Now, fel<»i, sure I read,' 
How that thou art partaker of liis ciyme : 
Therefore by Teimagauot thou shall be dead.'' 
With diat, his hand, more sad' than lomp of lead, 
Uplifting high, he weened with Morddure, 
His owne good sword Morddure, to cleave hb bead. 
The faithlull Steele such treason Do'uld ^ eodure. 

But, swarving liom tlie miirke, his Lordes life did assure. 
XXXI. 
Yet was the force so funous and so fell, 
Tiiat horse and man it made to reele asyde : 
Nath'lesse the Prince n-ould not forsake his sell,* 
(For well of yore he learned had to ryde,) 
But full of anger fiersly to him cryde ; 
" False traitour, miscreaunt, thou broken hast 
The law of armes, to strike foe undefide : 
But thou thy treasons &uit I hope, shall taste 

Right sowre, and feele the law, tlie which thou hast de^.^ " 
XXXII. 
With that his baleliill speare he fiercely bent 
Against tlie Pagans brest, and therewith thought 
His cursed life out of her lodg have rent : 
But, ere ihe point arrived where it ought. 
That seven-fold shield, which he from Guyon brought, 
He cast between to ward the bitter stownd ^ : 
Through all those foldes the steelefaead passage wrought. 
And through his shoulder perst ; wherwith to ground 

He groveling fell, all gored in bis gushing wound. 

' Read, perceiTC. * Sell, laddli^. 

• Sad, heavy. ' Defaal, broken. 

* Jfo'iJd, wodM not * StoiBiut, aiuult. 

XXX.i. — By Termagavnt, &e.J TcnatgataU a the nuno given 
in old Tonuinec* to the god of the Bamceiia. 
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AXXIII. 

Wliicli wlicn Ills brother saw, fiaugiit with great griefe 
And wralh, he to him leaped liiriously, 
And fowly soide ; By Maboune, cursed thlefe, 
Tliat direful] stroke thou dearely sbalt aby.' " 
Tiiun, hurling up his baimeruU blade on hy, 
Smote bim so hugely on his haughtie crest, •' 
Tliut rrani his saddle forced hint to fly : 
Els moto It nccdcs downe to his manly brest 
Havo cleft IiU head in twainc, and life thence dispossest 
XXXIV. 
Now was the Prince in daungerous distresse, 
Wanting liis sword wlicn he on foot should fight : 
Ills Biiiglo spuare could doe him small redresse 
Agninitt two foes of so exceeding might, 
h (lir 
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Whom foe with double battrjr doth assaile, [ani3e. 

Them on her bulwarke beares, and bids them nought 
XXXVI. 
So stoutly he withstood their strong assay ; 
Till that at last, when he advantage spyde, 
His poynant ' speare he thrust with puissant sway 
At proud Cyniochles, whiles Ills shield was wyde,* 
That tlirough his thigh ilie morlall Steele did giyde': 
He, swarving with the force, within his flesh 
Did breake the launce, and let the head ahyde : 
Out of the wound the red blood flowed fresh, 

That underneath his feet soone made a purple pl(9h.* 
XXXVII, 
Horribly then he gan to rage and layle, 
Cursing his gods, and himselfe damning deepe : 
Als ' when his brotlier saw the red blood rayle * 
Adowne so fast, and all his annour steepe, 
For very felnesse ' lowd he gan to weepe, 
And said ; " Caytive, cuise on thy cruell bond, 
Tlial Iwise hath spedd * ; yet sliall it not thee keepe 
From tlie third brunt of this my fatall hrond ; [stond ! " 

Lo, where the dreadfull Death beliynd diy backe doth 
XXXVIII. 
With that he strooke, and th' other sttooke withall, 
Tliat nothing seemd niote beare so monstrous might : 
The one upon his covered shield did fall, 
And glauncing downe would not his owner byte : . 
But til' other did upon his troncheon smyte ; 

I Foynatil, piercing. * AU, alio. 

■ IFydt, (arned airaj. ' Ra^t, floi*. 

' Grydt, plerM. * Ftlntsn, farj. 

* Plah, pool. ■ Spidd, lueceeded. 

XXXVIII. 5.— Trotukton:] The wooden put of hii ipMr. 
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Which liewing quite asunder, further way 
It made, and on liis hacqueton did lyte, 
The which dividina with importune • sway. 

It seizd in his right side, and there the dint did stay. 
XXXIX. 
Wyde was the wound, and a large lukewanne flood, 
Red as tlie rose, thence gushed griev'ously ; 
That when die Paynym spydo the streaming blood, 
Gave him great hart and iiope of victory. 
Oil th' other side, in huge perplexity 
The Prince now stood, having his weapon broke ; 
Nought could ho hurt, but still at warde did ly : 
Yet witli his troncheon he so rudely stroke 

Cvmochles twise, thai twise him forst his foot revoke. 



Whom when the Palmer saw in such distresse. 
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Ne shield defend tlie tliunder of his thnm'es: 

Now lo Pyrochles manj strokes he lold ; 

Eft ' lo Cymochles Iwise so many Ibid ; 

Then, backe againe tuniing bis busie b(»id, 

Them both altonce compeld with courage hdid 

To yield wide way to iiis hart-tbrilling' brond ; [stood. 

And though they both stood stifie, yet could not both witb- 
XLII. 
As salvage buU, whom two fiarce mastires bayt. 
When rancour doth with rage him once engMe,' 
Forgets with wary warde them lo awayt, 
But with lus dreadfuU homes them drives a&xe. 
Or BJDgs aloft, or treades downe in the thxe, 
Breathing out wrath, and bellowing disdaine, 
Tliat all the f<Hest quakes to bear him roie : 
So rag'd Prince Arthui twixt his foemen twaine, 

That neither could bis mightie puissaunce sustaine. 
XUU. 
But ever at Pyrochles when he smitt, 
(Who GuycHis shield cast ever him before, 

■ Whereon tlie Faery Queenes pourtract was writt) 
His hand relented and the strc^e forbore, 
And his deaie hart the picture gan adore ; 
Which oft the Paynim sav'd from deadly stowre * : 
But lum heDceforth the same can save do more ; 
For now arrived is his fatall howrc, 

That no'te * avoyded be by earthly skill or powre. 
XLIV. 
For when Cymochles saw the Ibwle reproch, 
Which them appeached " ; prickt with guiltie shame 

' Eft, then. • SUwrrt, peril. 

* Hari-diTiliiiig, heut-pieicmg. * Jfa'te, could not- 

■ EHgore, inriUte. ■ Apptadui, impeubed. 
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And inward griefe, lie fiercely gan approcb, 
Resolv'd 10 put away tliat loathly blame. 
Or dye with honour and desert of fame ; 
And on the haubergh stroke ilie Prince so sore, 
Tlmt quite disparted all llie linked frame. 
And pierced to the skin, but bit no more ; 
Vet made liim twise to rccle, lliat never moav'd albre. 
XLV. 
Whereat renfiersl ' with wrath and sharp regret, 
Ho stroke so hugely with his borrowd blade, 
That it empicist die Pagans burganct"; 
And, cleaving the hard Steele, did deepe invade 
Into Im head, and cnicll passage made 
Quito through his braync : He, lombling downe on ground, 
Broatli'd out his ghost, which, to th' infemall shade 
l',i.[ lluii.;. iliriv ulonull lormi;m run 
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XLVU. 
With that all desperate, as loathing light, 
And with revenge desyring soone to dye, 
AssembliDg all his force and utmost might, 
Wth his owne swerd he 6eTCe at him did Bye, 
And strooke, and foynd,' and lasht outrageously, 
Wiihouten reason or regard. Well knew 
The Prince, witli pacience and sufieraunce sly,^ 
So hasty heat soone cooled to subdew : 

The, when this hreathlesse woxe, tliat hattcil gan renew. 
XLVIII. 
As when a windy tempest bloweth hye, 
That nothing may withstand his stormy stowre,' 
The clowdes, as thinges affiayd, before him fiye ; 
But, all so soone as his outrageous powre 
Is layd, they fiercely then begin to ^owre ; 
And, as in sconie of his spent stormy splght. 
Now all attonce tlieir malice fortli do poure : 
So did Prince Arthur bearo himselfe in fight. 

And su£ed rash Pyrocliles waste his ydle might. 
XL!X. 
At last whenas the Sara^n pcrcetv'd 
How that straunge * sword refusd to serve Ills neede. 
But, when he stroke most strong, the dint dccdv'd, 
He flong it from him ; and, devoyd of dreed, 
Upon him lightly leaping without heed 
Twixt his two mighty armes engrasped fast, 

I Fejriul, paihcd. * SUnort, violcDoe. 

■ Sy, deliberate. * Straunge, not belonging to aim. 

XL\li. 4.— With his Mcne sica-d.] With Prince Arlliur'i own 

XLVII. 9. — TXo, wActi, &0.1 Then when ihU Piynim grew braaDi- 
Ism, Out Frince renewed the betlle. 
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Thinking to overthrowe and do<A-ne him tied : 
But Iiiin in strength aad skill the Prince surpast, 

And through bis nimble sleight did under him down cast. 
h. 
Nought booted it ibe Pajmim then to strive ; 
For as a Uttur ' in the eagles clawe, 
That may not hope by fliglit to scape alive, 
Still waytes lor death with dread and trembling aw ; 
So he, now subioct to the victouis law, 
Did not once move, nor upward cast liis eye, 
For vile disdaine and rancour, which did gnaw 
His hart in twaine with sad melancholy ; 

As one that loathed life, and yet despysd to dye. 
LI. 
But, full of piincely bounty and great mind, 
The Conqueror nought cared liim to slay ; 
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Tliat he so wOfully refused grace ; 
Yet, ^ih* liis fate so cruelly did fall, 
His slibiog helmet he gan soone unlace, 

And leli his Iieadlesse body bleeding all the plac«. 
LLII. 
By this, Sir Guyon from his traunce &wakt, 
life having maystered her sencelesse foe ; 
And looking up, whenas his shield he lakt' 
And sword saw not, he wexed wondrous woe^: 
But when the Palmer, whom he long ygoe 
Had lost, he by him spyde, right glad he grew, 
And saide ; " Deare Sir, whom wandring to and fro 
I long have lackt, 1 roy thy fece to vew ! 

F^ime is thy &ith, whom daunger never fro me drev. 
uv. 
" But read * what wicked hand hath robbed mee 
Of my good swoid and shield ? " The Palmer, glad 
With so fresh hew uprysing him to pee, 
Him answered ; " Fayre sonne, be no whit sad 
For want of weapons ; they shall soone be had." 
So gan he to discourse the whole debate,* 
Which that straunge Knight for him sustained had. 
And those two Saraans confoimded late, 

Whose carcases on ground were horribly prostrate. 
LV. 
Which when he heard, and saw the tokens ttew. 
His hart with great afrection was embayd,' 
And to the Prince, with bowing reverence dew. 
As to the patrone of his life, thus sayd ; 
" My Lord, my liege, by whose most grauous ayd 

' Stk, lince. ' Read, tell me. 

* I^Ja, licked, or wonted. > Dtbatt, btttle. 

■ a'anArout wm, nrj nd. ■ Endayd, filled. 
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I live this day, and see my foes subdewd, 
What may suffice to be for meede repayd 
or so great graces as ye have mo shewd, 
But to be ever bound " — 

LVI. 
To wliom the Infant thus ; " Fayre Sir, wbat need 
Good tumes be counted, as a servile bond. 
To bind their dooers to receive their meed ? 
Are not all Knightes by oath bound to willistond 
Oppressoui? powre by armes and puissant bond ? 
Suffise, that I have done my dew ' in place." 
So goodly purpose they together food 
Of kindnesse and of courteous aggrace* ; 
The wliiles false Archimage and Atin fled apace. 

' Dels, da^. ' Aggraa, ftror. 
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The Houee of TemperanDce, in which 

Doth snher Alma dwell, 
Beaiegil of many foes, nhom Btnung- 

CI Kni^ts to flight compolL 

.'• . 1 

Or all Gods woikes, whicb dop ihis worlde adorne, \ 
There is no one more faire and excellent I 

Then ' is mans bodjr, both for powre and fbime, \ 

Whiles it is kept in sober government ; 
But none then * it moie fowU and indecent, 
Distempred through misrule and pas^ons bace ; 
It grows a monster, and incontinent ' 
Doth lose bis dignity and native grace: 
Behold, who list, both one and other in this place. 
II. 
After the Paynim brethren conquer'd were, 
The Briton Prince recov'ring his stolne sword, 
And Guyon bis lost shield, they both yfere^ 
Forth passed on their way in fayre accord, 
nil him the prince with gentle court did bc»d * ; 
" Sir Knight, mote I of you tliia court'sy read,*. 
To weet' why on your alueld, so goodly scord, 

' That, than. * Bord, addien. 

■ Ineonttrunt, immedlilcly. * lUad, amk. 

' I/cTB, together. • Witt,letzn. 

I.i.'-rHllutjilaee.^ In the persciu of Prince Arthu "nJ *>» *"» 
krethen, Cjinoeliles and PjraeUca. 
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Bean ye the picture at tbal l^&es bead ? 

Full ErdT is the soidilaiint, ibou^ tbr subEtance dad." 
III. 
" Fayre So-," sayd he, - if in thai picture dead 
Such life je read, and rertue in Taiite shew ; 
What iDOte ye weene, if die trev lirely-bead ' 
Of that most glonous reage ye did re«- '. 
But yf die beauty of her mind ye kne>-, 
That is, ber bounty, and impetiall powre, 
'nnusand times taiivt then her mortall be\t'. 
1 how great wooder vt'ould your thoughts devoure, 

And infinite desire into your spirile poure ! 



" She is the mighty Queene of Fai-iy, 
WIkbc lairc rctraJU ' I in my shield doe beare ; 
Shee is the fiowre of grace and chastit)', 
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How may straimge Knigbt hope ever to asfMie, 
By fsuthfull service and meete amenauoce,' 
Unto such blisse ? su^ient were that hire * 

For losse of tliousaiid lives, to die at her deare." 
VI. 
Said Guyon, " Noble hard, what meed so great, 
Or grace of eartlily Prince so soveraine, 
But by your wondrous worth and warlike feat 
Ye well may hope, and casely attaine ? 
But were your will her sold to entenune, 
And numbred be mongst Knights of Slaydenhed, 
Great guerdon, well I wote,^ should you remaJnc, 
And in her favor high be reckimed. 

As Arthegall and Sophy now beeno honored." 

VII. 
" Certes,"" then s«ud die Prince, " I God avow, 
That sith * I aimes and knighthood fiist did plight. 
My whole desire hath beene, and yet is now. 
To sene that Queene with al my powre and might. 
Now hath the sunne with his lamp-burning light 
Walkt round about tlie world, and I no lesse, 
Sith* of that Goddesse I have sought the ^ght, 
Tet no where can her find ; such happinesse 
Heven doth to me env^ and fortune lavourlcsse.* " 

' Amaiaiaut, depnrliacnt. ' tTutt, know. . 

* Hire, recompenic. * Sil\, since. 

* FavouTlriae, not fkrouring. 

VI. 5. — Sold (B aUcTtaine.] Receive her pajr. Sold la a subiUntltc, 
meuimgpay. 

VI. 9. — Am ArlkigaU and Sephy.] Of Arlhegall we hear hcreafler, 
bnt not of Sophy. He irss to tmro been, probably, the hero of >om* 
of the booki nerei completed. 

Vn. 5—Jfine kath, Ac.i In book I. canto IX. itani* XV, Prince 
Arthur nja he had been nine montba in •earch of the Faerie Qncane. 
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vni. 

" Fortune, the foe of famous cbevisaunce, 
Seldom," said Guyon, " yields to veitue aide, 
But in her way throwes mischiefe and nuschauoce, 
Whereby ber course b stopt and passage staid. 
But you, &ire Sir, be not herewith dismaid, 
But constant keepe the way in which ye stand ; 
Which were it not that I am els deloid 
Witli bard adventure, which I hare in hand, 
I labour would to guide you tlirough al Fary land." 
IX. 
" Gramercy," Sir," said be ; " but mote I weete ^ 
What straunge adventure do ye now pursew ? 
Perhaps my succour or advizement meete 
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They found tho gates fast barred long ere night, 
And evciy loup ' fast lockt, as ' fearing foes despight. 
XI. 
Wiiich when they saw, they weened Pwle reproch 
Was to them doen, their entraunce to forstall ^ ; 
Till that the Squire gan nigher to approch, 
And wind his home under die Casde well, 
Tliat with the noise it shooke as' it would fall. 
Eftsooncs * forth looked in»n the highest spire 
The Watch, and lowd unto the Knights did call, 
To weete ^ what they so rudely did require : 
Who gently answered, Tliey entraunce did de^re. 
XII. 
" Fly, fly, good Knights," said he, " fly fast away, 
If that your lives ye love, as meets ye should ; 
Fly fast, and save yourselves from neore decay ; 
Here may ye not have entraunce, though we would : 
We would and would againe, if that we could ; 
But thousand enemies about us rave. 
And with long siege us in tliis Casde bould : 
Seven yearcs thb wize they us besieged liave, 
And many good Knights slaine that have us sought to save." 

xni. 

Thus as he spoke, loe ! with outragious cry 
A thousand Villeins rownd about them swaimd 
Out of the rockes and caves adioyning nye ; 

' Loiqi, Iirap-hole, * f/tiooius, immediately. 

' JU, M if. • fftett, know. 

* ForitaU, prcveut 



XII. 8. — Tftey VI haitgtd kaft."] It will Mj^Ji^be neceuarj to ie> 
mind the reader that thit eatdt ii the hamui hoi; ; that JIma ii the 
mind ; and that the haicgeri ara the unmlj appetite*, paanona, tee. 
wbieh tie dike injnrioiu to body and mind. 
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Vile caitJve wrcicbes, ragged, lude, detbmid, 
All threatning death, all in straunge manner umd ; 
Some widi unweldy clubs, some with long speares, 
Some lusty knives, some stares m 6er waimd : 
Stame was th«r looke ; like wild amazed steares, 

Staring witii hollow eies, and stiffe upstanding hearcs.' 
XIV. 
I^iersly at first those Knights they did assayle. 
And drove them to recoile : but, when againe 
Tliey gave fresh charge, their forces gan to fayle 
Unhable tlieir encounter to sustaine ; 
For with such puissaunce and impetuous maJne 
Those Champions broke on them, that foret them fly, 
LJkc scattered sheepe, whcnas the shepherds swaine 
A lion and a tigre doth espye 

\Vitli ;;Tci.-<ly pace foilli iiisliin" from iho forest n 
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Whiles in the aire their clustring aimj fies. 
That as a cloud doth seeme to dim the ikies ; 
Ne man nor beast inaj rest or take repast 
For their sharpe wounds and oc^ous ' ininries. 
Till the &erce Donbeme wind with bhstriiig bbit 

Doth blow ihem quite away, and in ibe ocean cast. 
XVII. 
Thus when thejr bad that troublous not &past. 
Unto the Castle gate they come againe. 
And enlraunce crav'd, which was dented ost.' 
Now when report of that their perious ' paioe. 
And combrous conflict which diey did sustaioe. 
Came to the Ladies eare which there did dwell, 
Shee fbnb issewed with a goodly naine 
Of Squires and Ladles equipaged well, 

And entertained them right fairely, as befell. 
XVIII. 
Alma she called was ; a Virgin bngbt, 
That bad not yet felt Cupides wanton rage ; 
Yet was shee woo'd of many a gentle Kni^t, 
And many a Lord of nohle parentage. 
That sought with her to linckc in marriage : 
For shee was &ire, as (aire mote ever bee, 
And in the fiowre now of her fieshest ago ; 
Yet full of grace and goodly roodestce, 

That even heven reioyced her sweete face to see. 
XIX. 
Id robe (rf lilly white she was arayd, 
That from her shoulder to her heele downe laught* ; 
The traine whereof loose far behind her strayd, 
Braunched wilh gold and perie most richly wmu^it, 

' Jfoi/oiu, vuaojiag. * Perlotv, perihrns. 
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And bonie of tn-o faire damsels which were taught 
That service well : Her yellow golden heare 
Was trimly woven and b tresses wrought, 
tie other tire ' she on ber head did weare, 

But crowned with a gariand of sweele lo^ere.' 
XX. 
Goodly sbee entertaind tliosc noble Koiglils, 
And brought them up into her Castle hall ; 
Where gentle court and gracious delight 
Shee to them made, witli inildnesse virginall, 
Sliendng heiselfc botli wise and Uberall. 
There when they rested had a season dew, 
Tbey her besought of favour special! 
Of that faire Castle to affoord lliem vew : 

Shee graunted ; and, tbein leading forth, the same did shew. 
XXI. 




C. IS. THE VAESU: QUEENC 61 

xxti. 

The frame thereof scemd partly circulare, 
And part triangulare; O worke divine 1 
Those two the first and last piopoitions are ; 
The one impeifect, mortal), fcemlnine ; 
Th' other immortall, perfect, masculbe ; 
And twixt them both a quadrate was the base, 
IViponiond equally by seven and nine ; 
Nine was the circle sett in heavens place : 
All which compacted made a goodly diapase. 

XXII, 1— ne/rame (Aensa/*, &c.] Thli atania formi Ibe iubject 
ofui eUbointe note bj Upton, uid U alia fipl&ined in k letter I17 Sir 
Kcoelm Digbj, which letter ii contained in Todd't edition oTSpenaer, 
■nd is a cnrioni ipecimen of the mjatical noiuenie of a fbrmer age, 
FnoB thete two •oDrcca, I aball endeavor tocxtnutabiicf eiplanatioo. 
It will be Teraembcnd that the castle and its inhabitant. Alma, tjpilj 
llie bod; and mind of man. 

" The fnune thereof leemd part); circnlare. 
And part triangulare." 
Grailare refers to the mind, and triangjdan to the bodj. Hie ciicle ii 
the moat perfect orGgare9,aiid includes tlie greatest space, and the tri- 
angle is the most imperfect, and includes the least space ; eonacqaentlf 
they denote the perlect mind and the imperfect bodj. The rank of 
these tiro figures is ei pressed bj the line, 

" Those two the Grat and last propcrtiona are." 
Man's bodj is impcrftct and mortal, but hia mind immortal uid per- 
fect. The formtc is also called feminine, and the latter, mMcnline, 
becaoae the mind is the aetlrc and generating principle, and the bodf 



" And twiit them bolli a quadrate was the base." 
This line being ntlerly unintelligible to me, I can only copy (Tptoo'a 
explanation — "Tbat is, between the mind and body, represented em- 
blematically by the circle and triangle, — the sacred Teliactys, lA< 
/ntatstn of perpaaal nature, (as called in the Pythagorean Tcnes,) the ' 
mysterioils quadrate, teat the *««, This quadiate or sacred qnateraioo 
TOI« II. 6 
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XXIll. 
Therein two gates were placed seertAj well : 
The one before, by which all in did pas, 
Did th' other far in workmanship exccll ; 
For not of wood, nor of enduring bras, 
But of more worthy substance iram'd it was : 
Doubly disparted, it did locke and close. 
That, when it locked, none might thorough pas, 
And, when it opened, no man might it close ; 
Still opened, to their fiiendes, and closed lo their Ibes. 
XXIV. 
Of hewen stone the porch was fayrely wrought, 
Stooe more of valew, and more smooth and fine, 
Then ' iett or marble far from Ireland brought ; 
Otot the which was cast a wandring vine. 
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Encnaced * with a ivaiikm y«e twine : 
And oYcr it a feyre portcullis hong, 
Which to 'iie gate directly did incline 
With comely conpasse and cconpacture straog, 

Nether unseemly short, nor yet exceeding long. 
XXV. 
Within the Barbican ^ a Porter sate, 
Day and night duely keeping watch and ward ; > 
Nor wight nor word mote passe out of the gats, 
But in good order, and with dew regard ; 
Utterers of secrets he fixMn thence debard, 
Bablers of folly, and blazeis of ciyme : 
His larum-hell might lowd and wyde be hard 
Wlren cause requyrd, but never out of time ; 

Eariy and late it rong, at evening and at prime. 
XXVI. 
And iDwnd about the porch on every syde 
Twise nxteene Wardera satt, all armed bright 
In glistiing Steele, and strongly Ibrtifyde : 
Tall yeomen seemed they and of great might. 
And wore enraunged ready still for fight. 
By them as Alma passed with her guestes, 
They did obeysaunce, as teseemed right, 
And then ag^ne retoumcd to their restes : 

The Porter eke to her did lout' with humble gestea.* 
xxvii. 
Thence she them brought into a stately hall, 
Wheran were many tables fayre dispred, 
And ready dight with drapets " fesUvall, 
Against the viaundes should be ministred. 

■ EHdfctd, ■darned. * OtittM, fpatjot*. 

* Barbieam, out-irork, ponsb. ' Dr^tlt, linen eMlw. 
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At th' upper end tbeic sate, ^clad in led 
Downe to the gnund, i comely peisoaage. 
That m his band a white rod menaged ; 
He Steward was, hight * Diet ; ij-pe of age, 

Aad in demeanurc sober, and in counsdl sage. 
XX^'III. 
And through the hall there n'alked to and fro 
A iolly jreoman, Marshall of the same, 
Whose name was Appetite ; be did bestow 
Both guesles and mcate, whenever in they come, 
And knew them how to order without Uame, 
As him the Steward badd. They both attcrae* 
I^ dewty to th^ Lady, as became ; 
Who, passing by, forth ledd her guestes anme 

Into the kitchin rowme, ne spard for nicenesse none. 
XXIX. 
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It inigbt brcake out and set the whole on fyre, 

There added was by goodly ordlnaunce 

An huge great payra of bellowes, which did iQrre* 

Continually, and cooling breath inspyre. 

About the caudnm many Cookes accoyld' 

With hookes and ladles, as need did requyre ; 

The whyles the viaundes in tbe ressell boyld, 
They did about their bu^nesse sweat, and sorely tojld, 
XXXI. 

The maister Cooke was cald ConcocbOD ; 

A carefull roan, and (uU of comely guyas; 

The kitchio Clerke, that hlght ' Digesdon, 

Did order all th' achates * in seeraely wise, 

And set them forth, as well he could devise. 

Tlie rest had several! offices assynd ; 

Some to remove die scum as it did rise ; 

Others to beare the same away did mynd ; 
And otheis it to use according to his kynd. 
XXXII. 

But all the liquour, which was fbwie and waste. 

Not good nor serviceable elles for ought, 
They in anodier great round vessel plaste. 
Till by a conduit pipe it thence were brought ; 
And all tbe rest, that ooyous ' was and nought, 
By secret wayes, that none might it espy, 
Was close convaJd, and to the backgate brought, 
That cleped* was Port Esquiline, whereby 
It was avoided quite, and duowne out piirily. 

■ Styri, itir, more. * ^ckdtu, pioTwioiw. 
' Jeaiyld, stood ri>tm<l. * Jfoymu, offen^ve. 

■ Bigil, wu celled. * Cleptd, ntmed. 

%%%. A.—Payrt ef Mimiia:] HlMa ue tin Inngi. 
XZXU.a.-'P(>rt£*}KatM.l The Cuopw Ei^ailiin*, la nalml 
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xxxin. 
Winch goodly order and great wockmans ddO 
Wbenas those Knigbtes bebdd, «ith tare delight 
And gaziDg «-ander they tbeir miodes did fill ; 
For neva bad tbej seene so stiaunge a aght. 
Thence backe againe faire Alma led them ligfat, 
And sooae into a goodly pailour brought, 
That was with royall anas richly di«^t,' 
In which was oothiog poiiitrahed nor wrought ; 
Not wroui^t DOT pourtrahed, but easie to be thought : 
XXXIV. 
And in the midst iliereof upon the floure 
A lovely bevy of faire Laies sate, 
Courted of many a blly ^ paramoure, 
The which them did in modest wise amate,' 
And '-acli one soughl his l^dy to a-ij.Ta 
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But Other some could not abide to toy, 

All pleasaunce was to them griere and annoy : 

This fround ; that faund ; the third for shame did blush -, 

Another seemed envious, or coy ; 

Anotlicr in her teeth did gnaw a lUsh : 

But at tlicse straungera presence every Mie did hush. 
KXXVI. 
Soonc as the gracious Ahna came in place, 
They all attonce out of their seates arose, 
And to her homage made with humble grace : 
Whom when the Knights beheld, they gan dispose 
Tliemselves to court, and each a damzell chose : 
The Prince by chaunce did on a Lady light. 
That was right faire and fresh as morning rose, 
But somwhat sad and solemne eke in ughl,' 

As if some pensive thought constntind ber gentle spright 
xxxvn. 
In a long purple pall, whose skirt with gold 
Was fretted ^ all about, she was arayd ; 
And in her hand a poplar brauncb did bold ; 
To whom the Piince in courteous maner sayd ; 
" Gentle Mad^e, why beene ye thus dismayd, 
And your Cure beautie doe with sadncs spill ^ ? 
Lives any that you hath thus ill apayd * } 
Or doen you love, or doen you tack your will ? 

Whatever bee the cause, it sure bescemes you ill." 

' In light, in appeannce, or eiprcsBlon. ' Spill, spoil, obfcjre, 
* fretted, cmbroideied with frotnork. * Apayd, trcatei. 

XXXV11.3, — Apeplar braunch.'] The poplar wu Mcrcd to Hcr- 
eul««, wbicb a probably the reason why this lady, who repmenta the 
lore of diatinetion, hw a branch oT it in her handa, that hero being fo 
pnSmineDtly diatingniahed fbr that qnali^- 
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xxxvin. 

" Fajie Sir," said she, faalie in disdaineAil mse, 
" How is it thai this word in me ye blame, 
And in youiselfe doe not the same advise ' ? 
Htm iU beseenies anoth«s tauli to name, 
That may unwares be blotted with the same : 
Pensive I yeeld I am, and sad in mind, 
Throu<;h great desire of glory and of fame ; 
Ne ought I weene are ye therein bebynd, [Her find." 
That have twelve months sought One, yet no where can 
XXXIX. 
The Prince was inly moved at her speach. 
Well weetjng' trew what she had rashly' hdd; 
Yet with (aire sumblaunt* sought to hyde the breach. 
Which chaungc of colour did perforce tufold. 
Now w'oiriiiiL' flaming wliott.^ now stony cold: 





I. n. THE FAEUE qCEZXC 6 

Upon her fist tbe bbd, wlncb sboimelli tw 
And keepes in corerts ckse from Ihvig vi^M, 

Did sitt; as yet ashamd how mde Pan did her A^H.' 
ILL 
So IfHig as Guyon viih ha conmiuned,* 
Unto tbe gnnrad she cast ber oiodest eye. 
And ever and aDooe with idst red 
The bagful) blood ber simT cbeekes did dre. 
That bcT became, as pcdkfat yvxxy 
Which cunning craAeanan faznd huh mala^d 
With fayre rennllioo or pare taaoy* 
Great wonder had the Knight to see die Mxyd 

So straungely pasaooed/ and to ber geotly nid ; 
ti.it 
" Fayre Damzetl, Kemeth by your troubled tbare. 
That «tber me loo bold ye weene, tUs wiK 
You to molest, or otber ill to feare 
That m the secret of your hart close lyes. 
From whence it doth, as cloud fiom sea, aijie: 
If it be I, of pardon I you pray ; 
But, if ou^t else thai I mote not deiyse, 
I will, if jrfease you it discuie * assay 

To ease yoa of that ill, so wisely as I may." 
XUIL 
She answeid nought, but more abosfat fcr dnme 
Held downe her head, tbe whiles her lovdy &oe 

■ Diglil, IfML • Ptujpmtd, eanfiaeJ. 

* Cammaaud, convened. ■ Duavt, nyoL 

' iMMttTi/, red ealer. 



XL. 7, — Tke Kri, Ac] Hie nympli Echo bote lo Pmi a duifhWc 
■umrd iyai, wha in> changed bjr Judo idIo a bod of Ihe aaaie naoe, 
which, JD the lexieotu and dictioiiariea b called " the WTyneefc." Cp- 
ton eonjectoTe* that Spenser, bj lui di 
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The flashing blood with blushing did infiame. 
And the strong passion > mard her modest grace, 
That Guyon mervayld at her uncouth cace' ; 
Till Alma him bespakn ; " Why wonder yee, 
Fairc Sir, at that which ye so much embrace? 
She is the fountaine of your modestee ; 
Vou shamefast are, but Shame^tnes itselfe is shee." 
XLIV. 
riiereat the Elfe did blush in privitee, 
And tumd his face away ; but she the same 
INssembled ^ faire, and faynd to oversee.^ 
Thus they awhile with court and goodly game 
Themselves did solace each one with his Dame, 
Tdl that great Lady thence away them sought 
To vew her Castles other wondrous frame : 
Up lo a stately tiirrct she tliem bronglit, 
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XLVI. 

The roofe hereof was arched over head, 
And deckt with flowers and heiiiats ' daintily ; 
Two goodly beacons, set in watches stead, 
Therein gave light, and flamd continually : 
For they of living fire most subtilly 
Were made, and set in silver sockets bright, 
Cover'd with lids deviz'd of substance sly,' 
That readily they shut and open might. 

O, who can tell the prayses of that Makers might ! 
XLVII. 
Ne can I tell, ne can I stay to tell, 
This parts great workemanship and wondrous powrc, 
That all this other worldes worko doth excell, 
And likest is unto that heavenly towre 
That God hath built for his owns blessed bowie. 
Therein were divere rowmes, and divers stages ; 
But three (he chiefcst and of greatest powre. 
In which there dwelt three honorable Sages, 

The u-isest men, I weene, that Uved in theu ages. 
XLVIII. 
Not he, whom Greece, the nouise of all good arts, 
By Phoebus doome the wisest thought alive. 
Might be ctHnpar'd to these by many parts : 
Nor that sage Pylian syre, which did survive 
Tliree ages, such as mortall men contrive,^ 

' ntrbart, phnta. • Sly, finely wronght. ' Cvutrive, spend. 



XLVI. 1.— 71<nM^e,ftc.] The "arched rooTe" uthetkoll; Iha 
" flowen u)d herbm," the hair; the " two goodlj beaconi," Ibe tyta. 
XLVI. 3.~In walcAcf Mttad.] Id the place of watchea. 
XLVIII. I.— AM Aa, &«.] Socntea, whom the orMk at Delphi 



XLVm. *.—jreraiMt»g«Pylia)ttyn.] Nealor. 
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By whose adrbe old I^nms cioie fell. 
With these m fnke of pnllrifs nioCe stnre. 
Tliese ibre m these three nmines <Ed soodry dwdl, 

And counseOed bire Alan hor to gorenie veQ. 
XUX. 
The Flist of them couM ilungs U> coow fcresee ; 
The Next could c^ thiages present best advize ; 
The Third things past could keep in memocee : 
So that DO time nor reason could arize, 
But that the same could one of these compnze. 
Fortbf 1 the First did in the fbrepait sit, 
That ixNight mote hinder his quicke prenidize'; 
He bad a sharpe Ibrcsight and wtM^ing «-it 

That never idle was, ne once would rest a wtut. 
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Which buzzed all about, and made such sound 
That they encombred all mens eares and eyes ; 
Ldke many swannes of bees assembled round, 
Aller their hives with bonny do abound. 
All those were idle Thoughtes and Fantasies, 
Devices, Dreames, Opinions unsound, 
Shewes, Vbions, Sooth-sayes, and Prophesies ; 
And aU that fained is, as Leasings,^ Tales, and lies. 

LII. 
Emongst them all sate he which wonned ' then, 
That bight ^ Phantasies by his nature tre«- ; 
A man of yeares yet fresh, as mote appere. 
Of swarth complexion, and of crabbed hew. 
That him full of melancholy did shew ; 
Bent hollow beetle browes; sharpe staring eyes, 
That mad or foolish seemd : one by bis rew 
Mote deeroe him bome with ill-disposed skyes. 
When oblique ■• Satume sale m th' house of agooyet. 

LIU. 
Whom AJma having shewed to her Guests, 
Thence brought them to (he second rowroe, whose wals 
Were panted Jaire widi memorable gestes ' 
Of ^mous wisards ; and with picturals 
Of magistrates, of courts, of tribunals. 
Of commen wealtlies, of states, of pollicy, 

' Lcatagi, unlrulhs. * OUigat, Dnpropitiooa. 

* Wmaud, dwell. * Gala, deeds. 

' Hi^, M called. 

LII. 9. — Whm Miqut Saturn, Ac.] Among aclrologen, (he inffo- 
cnee of SatDm wii tlmy dwined m&lieiiuit. Sir Thomai Brown^ 
b bit Religio Medici, nja, " I wu boro in the pluietuy bow of CU- 
no, tnd I (bink I bare n. piece of Ibat leidea planet in me." 

roL. II. T 
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Of laves, of iudgeineotes, and of d&;retab, 
All artes, all scieDce, all philosophy, 

And all that in the world was ay thought wiuily.^ 
LIV. 
Of those that rowme was lull ; and them among 
There sate a Man of ripe and perfect age, 
Who did them meditate all his life long. 
That through continuall practise and usage 
He now was growne right wise and wondrous sage : 
Great pleaure had those straunger Enightes to Bee 
His goodly reason and grave personage. 
That his disciples both desyrd to bee : 

But Alma thence them led to th' hindmost rowme of three. 
LV. 
That chamber seemed ruinous and old. 
And therefore was removed far behind. 
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Which he recoided sbll as they did pas, 

Ne suffied them to perish through long dd,* 

As all things els the which this world doth weld*; 

But laid them up in his inamortall sciioe,' 

Where they f« ever incornipted dweld : 

The warres he well remembrod of king Nine, 

Of cdd Assaracus, and Inachus divine. 
LVII. 
The yeares of Nestor nothing were to his, 
Ne yet Mathusaiem, though longest liv'd ; 
For he remembred both their infancis : 
Ne wonder then if that he were depriv'd - 
Of natiye strength now that he them sumv'd. 
His chamber oil waa haogd about with rolls 
And old records &om auncient times derivd. 
Some made in books, some in long parchment acrdls, 

That were all wwm-eaten and full of canker boles. 
Lvril. 
Amidst them all be in a chaire waa sett, 
Tosmig and turning them withouten end ; 
Bui for^ he was unhable them to fell,' 
A lide Boy did on him sdll attend 
To reach, whenever he for ought did send : 
And oft when thinges were lost, or laid amis. 
That Boy them sought and unto him did lend : 
Therefore he Anamnestes cleped* is; 

And that Old Man Euninestes, by their propertis. 

> Eld, tge. * Bui for, but becanw. 

* IFild, wield, or uie. • Fttt, fetch. 

* Serine, dnV. ' Cleped, called. 



LVIII. 4. —J litU Bay, &c.] The Boi/ nulum to the OU Jfim ths 
kUod of Recollection to Memory. — EumiutUM mcMu a pnam of 
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Tlie Knightes there entring did him reverence dew. 
And \t-ondred at his endlesse exercise. 
Then as they gan his library to vew, 
And antique regesters for to anse,' 
There chaunced to the Princes hand to nze 
Ad aunclent booke, hight " Briton MortimenU, 
That of this lands first conquest did devize, 
And old division into regiments ^ 
im it reduced was to one mans govemements. 



Sir Guyon chaunst eke on snother booke. 
That hight' AtUiquitee of Faery Lond: 
In which wheaas he greedily did looke, 
Til' olspring of Elves and Faryes there he fond, 
As it delirered was from bond to hond : 
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A Chronicle of Briton Kings,* 
From Brute to Uthers rajne ; 

And Eolls of Eifin Emperoura, 
Till time of GI01UD& 



Who now shall give unto me words and Kmnd 
Equal! unto this haughty ' enterprise? 
Or who shall lend me wings, with which from groond 
My lowly verse may lofUly arise, 
And lift itselle unto the highest skyes ? 
Mora ample spirit than hetherto was woimi' 
Here needea me, whiles the fimous Auncesbyes 
Of my most dreaded Soveraigne I recount, 
By which all earthly Princes she doth far sunnount. 
II. 
Ne under sunne that diioes so wide and &ire, 
Whence all that hves does btxrow life and light, 
lives ought that to her linage may compaire ; 
' Haughty, bi^, bold. * Wmat, wont. 



' A dnmule of Britim Kingi.'] Aa this Chronicle it pncelj (kbll> 
kiiii, it hia not been deemed worth while to expltin it hj tonotationt, 
except to point out what portioni conform to lober hiilorj. It !■ taken 
ftom Qeoffic; of Homnonth, and an abetract of !t may be foond in tho 
firat book of Milton'i Hiitory of England. A Somnurj of QtotOef 
of HoDmoalh is also contuned in the first Toloow of Elli«'s Bpeoiouin* 
of Ancient English Metrical Romances. Uoghei calls tkia eaalo •■ • 
TErj amnnng digreMuin" — an opinion in which, pnbabl/f ftw will 
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Which tliough from earth it be derired right, 
Yet doth icselfe stretch forth lo hevens hi^it, 
And all the world with wonder overspred ; 
A labor huge, exceeding far my might ! 
How shall fraile pen, wilh fear disparaged, 

Conceive such soveraine glory and great bountyhed 1 
III. 
Argument worthy of MEeonian quill ; 
Or rather worthy of great Plioebus rote,' 
Whereon the mines of great Ossa hill, 
And tnumphes of Phlegnean love, lie wrote, 
That all tlie. gods admird his lofty note. 
But, if some relish of that hcvenly lay 
His learned daughters would to me report 
To decke my song wilhall, I would assay 

Tliy name, O sovcrjinc Quecne, lo blazon far away. 
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And therein have their mighty empire raysd, 
In fuitlque limes was salvage wildemesse, 
Unpeopled, unmannurd, unprovd, unpraysd; 
Tie was it island then, ne was it paysd ' 
Aniid the ocean waves, ne was it sought 
or merchants farre for profits therein praysd ; 
But was all desolate, and of some thought 

By sea to have bene fiwn the Celticke mayn-land brought. 
VI. 
Ne did it thea deserve a name to have, 
Till that the venturous mariner that way 
Learning his ship from those white rocks to save, 
Which all along the southeme sea-coast lay 
Threalning unheeSy wrecke and rash decay. 
For safety that same his sea-^narke made. 
And nam'd it AutioN : But later day. 
Finding in it fit pons for fisliers trade, 

Gan more the same irequent, and further to invade. 
VII. 
But lai in land a salvage nation dwelt 
Of hideous giaunls, and halfe-beastly men. 
That never tasted grace, nor goodnes felt ; 
But wild like beastes luHdng in loathsome den, 
And flying fast as roehucke through the fen. 
All naked without shame or care of cold. 
By hunting and by spoiling liveden ' ; 

' Paytd, poiwd. * LivaUn, lived. 

Ttojuu, of Scandiuviuu uid Spaniards, which flaltrred the pride and 
uniued the credulrty of onr rode anceitora, hare inseniibly raniihed in 
tJw light of Mleace and philiMophy. The present age is utiified with 
the nrople uid ration*! opinion that the islanda of Great Britain and 
Ireland were graduallj peopled &om the adjacent continent of Gaul." 
OiaaoK, eh. iir. 
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Of stature huge, and eke <^ coiage bold, 
That somies of men amazd their steniesse lo bdiold. 

vm. 

But whence they sprcmg, or bow tbey were b^ott, 
Uueath ' is to assure ' ; imeath to weene 
That monstrous error which doth some asaott,' 
That Dioclesians fifty daughters shoie * 
Into this Land hy chaunce bare driven bene ; 
Where, companing with fcends and filthy sprights 
Through vaine illusion of their lust unclene. 
They brought Ibrlh geaunts,^ and such dreadful wights 
As lar exceeded men in their immeasurd mights. 



They held this Land, and with their filthinesse 
Polluted this same gentle soyle loog tune ; 
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And many giatints left on graning Sore: 
That well can witnes yet unto this day 
The westerne Hogh, bespiincled with the gtse 
Of mighty Goemot, whome in stout fray 

Corineus conquered, and cruelly did slay. 
51. 
And eke that ample pitt, yet far renownd 
For the large leape which Debon did compell 
Coulin to make, being eight lugs ' of grownd, 
Into the which retourning backe he fell : 
But those three monstrous stones doe most excell, 
Wluch that huge sonne of hideous Albion, 
Whose father Hercules in Fraunce did quell, 
Great Godmer threw, in fierce contention, 

At bold Canutus ; but of him was slaine anoo, 
XII. 
In meed of these great conquests by them gott, 
CfHuieus had that province utmost west 
To him assigned lor his worthy lott. 
Which of his name and memorable gest ' 
He called Corowaile, yet so called best ; 
And Debons shayre was, that is Devonsbyre : 
But Canute had his portion from the rest. 
The which he cald Canutium, for his hyre ; 

Now Cantium, which Kent we comenly inquyre.^ 
XIII. 
Thus Brute this Realme unto his rule subdewd, 
And raigned long in great felicity, 
Lov'd of his freends, and of his foes eschewd : 
He left three sonnes, his famous progeny, 
Borne of fayre Inogene of Italy ; 

' ligM, rodi. * Oat, deed. ■ Inquyrt, catt. 
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Mongst whom he parted bis impenali state, 
And Locrioe left chiefe lord of Britany. 
At last ripe age bad bim surrender late 

His life, and long good Ibrtune, unto finall fate. 
SIV. 
Locrine was left the soveraine lord of all ; 
But Albanact had all the northeme part, 
Which of himselfe Albania he did call ; 
And Camber did possesse the westeme quart,* 
Wliich Seveme now from Logiis doth depart' : 
And each bis portion peaceably enioyd, 
Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in hart. 
That once their quiet government annoyd ; 

But each his payees to others profit still employd. 
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The ancient Abm, wbue with courage stout 
He them defeated in nctorious fight, 
And chaste so fiercely aller fearefiiU flight, 
That forst th^ chiefeiain, for his safeties sake, 
(Their chiefetaic Humber named was aright,) 
Unto the mighty streame him to betake, 

Where he an end of batteiU and of life did make, 
xvn. 
The King reloumed proud of victory, 
And insolent wox through unwonted ease, 
TTiat shortly he forgot the ieopardy, 
Which in his Land he lately did appease, 
And fell to vaine voluptuous disease ;' 
He b/d fiiire Ladie Estrild, leudly lov'd, 
Whose wanton pleasures him too much did please. 
That quite lus bait bom Guendolene remov'd, 

From Guendolene his wife, though olwaies iaithful [nov'd. 

xvin. 

The noble daughter of Corineus 
Would not endure to oee so vila disdaind, 
But, gathering tace ^nd corage valorous, 
Encountred him in batteill well ordaind, 
In which him vanquisht she to fly consinund: 
B«t she so fast pui^ewd, that him she tooke 
And threw m bands, where he dll death lemahid: 
Als * his fairs leman fiying thmugh a brooke 
She overtient,^ nought moved with hei piteous looke: 
XIX. 
But both heiselfe, and eke her daughter deate 
Begotten by her kingly paramoure, 
The faire Sabrina, almost dead with feare, 

* JIf, alao. * (htrkml, orertook. 



XIX.3.— m«>ir«aiMM.] TUiiallie «8abriiMftll"cria. 



She tfaoc atBcbed,* bz boat all soonue: 
The ODC sbe ^ev npoo ifae {sesait Snare ; 
But llie sad tb^ii ianocait of aD 
Adone the roiliD« rira- die (£d poure, 
Which of her name dov Sennie men da call: 
Soch was the end thai lo dislorall lore did &U. 



TIko ix ber socne, winch sbe to Locim bore, 
(Madan was jtiunv, immet4 tbe nile to sn-ay,) 
In bcT o«iie band tbe crowne sbe kept in store, 
Till rj-per jeais be raught * and stronger stay : 
Diniog which dme her powre she did display 
Throu^ aU this Realise, tbe gjoty of ber sex. 
And first taugbl ineo a woman to obaj : 
But, when her soooe to mans esute did wex,3 
Sbe it 5un«Mlred, oe ber selfe n'ould leogtr vex. 
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XXII. 

An happy man in his Gist dayes he was. 
And happy lather of Ikire progeaj : 
For all 50 many wedies, as ihe yeare has. 
So many cluldreD be did nmlUfrfy ; 
Of which vexe tnentie aonoes, which did apply 
Their mmdes lo piayse and cberalrous desyra : 
Those gennans ' did subdew all Gontany, 
Of whom it bight ' ; but in the end tbor ^re 
With £)ulc repulse fiom Frauoce was lixced lo retyre. 

xxm. 

Which hlott his sonne succeeding in his wBt, 
The second Brute, the second both b name 
And ^e in semblaunce of bis puiasaiince great. 
Right well recur'd,* and did away thai Uame 
With recompence of ererUsting &me : 
He with his victour swotd Gist opened 
The bowels of wide Frauoce, a Ibrlome Dam^ 
And taught her first how to be conquered ; [ed. 

Since which, with sondrie spoilea she bath been riiiwft 
'XIIV. 
Let ScaJdij tell, and let teU Hania, 
And let the maish of Esthamtmiges uS, 
What colour were their watets (hat same day, ' 
And all the moore twixt Elveisbam and Ddl, 
With blood of Henalois wlu;h therein felL 
How oft that day did sad Brunchildis see 
The greene ikield dyde m ddonws vennell ? 

■ 0«Twm«, brothn*. * /li'U, wm aDed ' Ktewr'd, Itet^ tt td. 



XXU.a. — O/KiimaUgkl.l TbbbaaamiBiD 
wwd OtfMMji, > nunc (hrra hj (]« Romuw. 
XXIV. I.— aMUi*.] Thu B Uw n*er Beheld. 
▼DL. tl. 8 
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That not ladth gtdridk it mote seeme to bee, 
But rather y ladik gogh, signe of ad ciudiee. 
XXV. 
His Sonne lung L^, bjr laibeis labour long, 
Eoiofd an heritage of lasting peace, 
And buDt Cairieill, and built Cairieoo strong. 
Next Huddibfas his realme did not encrease, 
But tau^l the Land from wearie vara to cease. 
Whose fixMsteps Bladud following, in artes 
Exceld at Athens all the leaned pteace,' 
From whence he brought tliem to these salvage porta, 
And with sweet science mollifide their stubbome harts. 
SXVl. 
Ensample of bb wondrous faculty, 
Behold the boyling bathes at Cairbadon, 
Which secili wJih st>cret fire eiemally, 
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But bad DO issue ma\e: liiin to succeed, 

But three faire daughters, wbicli were well uptnund 

In all that seemed fitt for kinglj seed ; 

Mongst whom his Realme he equally decreed 

To have divided : Tbo,' when feeble ago 

Nigh to his utmost date he ^w proceed, 

He cald bis daughteis, and with speeches sage 
Inquycd, which of them most did love her parentage.* 
XXViii. 

The eldest Gonorill gan to protest, 

l^at she much more than her owne life him lov'd ; 

Aud Regan greater love to him profest 

Then > all the worid, whenever it were proovM ; 

But Cordeill md she lov'd bim as behoo/d : 

Whose simple answere, wanting colours fayre 

To paint it forth, him to displeasaunce moov'd, 

That in his crown he counted her no bayre. 
But twixt the other twain bis Kingdom whole did sfaayre. 
XXIX. 

So wedded tb' one to Maglan king of Scottes, 

And th' other to the king of Cambria, 

And twixt them shayrd his Realme by equall lottes; 

But, without dowre, the wise Cordelia 

Was sent to Aganip of CelUca ; 

Thar aged syre, thus eased of bis crowne, 

A private life ledd in Albania 

With Gonorill, long bad in great renowne. 
That iHiught him griev'd to beene from lule deposed down& 

< 7I«, tben. ■ FarmUgt, pmnt ■ T%t», tban. 



" King Lew " wu publiihed ■boa t i'izleeD]rran illertlie IWrie QoteiM. 
Hie inapc of Shakmpeore'i genliu baa macte tbna Iho only intcnating 
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XXX. 

&it tnie it is ttnl, vbeo (be oyle b spent, 
Tbe ligUt goes out, and vetkc ■ is tlirowne away ; 
So, when be had resgnd liis regimeot,' 
His daugliter gan despbe lus diouping day, 
And wearie w-ax of his coolinuall stay: 
Tbo ' to his daughter Regan he repajid, 
Who him at first well used cveiy v^ay ; 
But, when of Iiis departure she despa}Td, 
Her bountie she abated, and his cbeaie empaynU 
XXXI. 
Tbe wielcbed inan gan then avise * too late, 
That lore is not wheio most it is profesl ; 
Too tniely tiyde in liis extremest stale '. 
At last, resolT'd likewise to prove the rest, 
o Cordelia himseirc nrfdrest. 
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Through proud ainbillon against her lebeld, 
And overcommen kept in prison long, 

Till weaiy of that wretched life heiseUe she hoog. 
XXXIIl. 
Then gan the bloody brethren both to raine: 
But fierce Cundali gan slioitly to env^ 
His brodier Morgan, prickt wiili proud dbdaine 
To have a pere in part of soveraictj ; 
And, kindling coles of cniell enmity, 
Raisd warre, and him jn balteil overthrew : 
Whence as he to those woody hilles did fly, 
Which hight ' of him Glamorgan, thera him dew : 

Then did he raigne alone, when he none equal knew. 
XXXIV. 
His Sonne RivaB' his dead rowine did supply ; 
In whose sad time blood did trom heaven rayne. 
Next great Gurgustus, then faire Csecily, 
In constant peace their kuigdomes did ctrntayne. 
Afler whom Lago and Kinmarke did rayne. 
And Gorbogud, till far in years he grew: 
Then his ambitious sonnes unto them twayne 
Airaught^ the rule, and irom their &ther drew i 

Stout Ferrex and steme Porrex biro in prison threw. 
XXXV. 
But O ! the greedy thirst of royall crowne. 
That knowes no kinred, nor regardes no right, 
Stird Porrex up to put his brother downe ; 

' JEght, m uUed. ' ^rrauglu, Miwd. 



XXXIV. 9.—Sleta Ferrtx and ttenu Porrtx.] Ferrtt tnd Perm 
ht.n afibnled the (abject of the rarlieit baffcil; in tho EsgCib Un- 
giuge, mitten hj Lrad BnckhoRt and TbM. Noiton, oillad " 0«r- 
bodne," or ■M»etiinM"Fencxiiul Fonex." 
8» 
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Who, unto liim aasanbling Cwrngne might. 
Made vane on bbn, and fell himseUe in ^ht : 
Whose dratli t' avenge, bis mothei meicilesse, 
Most inen;ilcsse of n-ouien, AVyden Itigfat,' 
Her oUier sonne last sleeping did oppresse, 

And villi most cruell iiaod faint murdred pitiilesse. 
SXXVI. 
Here ended Bnitus sacred progeny, 
Wliicb liad seven hundred years this sceptcx borne 
With hi-jfa renownte and great ft^licity : 
The noble braiincb from ih' antitiue slocke was lorno 
Through discmd, and the mbll throne (briome.* 
Tliencelbnii this Realme n-as into factions rent, 
Wliilest each of Brutus boasted to be bcmie, 
That in the end was left no mootment 

or Bnitus, OCX of Britons glorie auncient. 
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Tbns of AHmbt aerix rKc 
And thai of Cvnltrr Kj2^ 
He orenbKw [hno^j Ls crT:e nZiuzc» : 
Whose Kuntnes be roiE'd e 9d£C ioae^ 
And sbonlr twoa|!a id ciw^ ^^'szssjaot, 
No«-aoe,«iucb eas' *<r5 c=j ^sii iMsst r ^-iainri'^ . 



Then maiie be siced ^-i s=. -six: 

Were uiiu> him rereali 3a l is i a: : 

Br «h^h be &eed the ;;zt^^ '- 

The chonrbes pan, z:i- J i: 

Restniomz stealth and f:rx:r "r-.f'rr ■ 

Tbe gcatiou! Suaa cf ^i?il Rf^'- j ; 

For, tS his (bfes, tie chKse "'"■"■-'""■ 

Bjr strength ns vitided vi±am pc£jn': 
Tbetefixe he bst mtae am-ae « rid ix crsicT. 
XI- 

Donmllo drde (Cv mial car lire £t zr?) 

And left nro soooes- of peai^^se ^vk^bc iar- 

Tbat sacked Rooie loo deanjj dk! isst, 

IIk recompence of lhe£r pcniccd u3: ; 

And ransackt Greece v^ ^is^ "^ ^^3 ^ber -vse «»(=. : 

Beades subiected Fraixre lad G=:iz7^, 

Which yei Ibejr [saBes ^peaLe, il * iie iaer jclb. 

And ml; Uemfale at tbe Ejocarv 
or Brennus and BeliiiDi, klci^ cf BL-iusT. 
lU. 

Next theiD did Gurgnnt, peat Bfcjixs wbbk, 

■ Earn, bnaeiij. ■ A3. ih^cia|>. 

XL.5. — bmiwb Grare,&e.} •GTttte,mmi1n« niwrBtrmi,«t 
toted by tfarmiD thRT ■BgcT, u»£eBrrf5£^aa>y,«>lanl>r*'T*'*' 
tw>, tfa>t Ibr; weie <f pcnkM |niw*« ' 
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la nile succeede, and eke in bsbexs pnce ; 
He EastcHaod subdcn-d, and Dennmlce woone, 
And of llion boUi did foy ' and tribute raise, 
Tbe wlitcU was dew in his dead &tbas dues: 
He also gave to fugitives of Spayne, 
Wboin be at sea found waadring from Ibtai waies, 
A seate in Ireland safely to remajne, 
Wbich tbey sbould bold of bini as subiect (o Biitayoe. 
XUI. 
After bim rainned Guitbdine his bayre, 
The iustest man and trewest in his daies. 
Who had to wife Dame Mertia the fajie, 
A wmnan wortliy of inunortall praise, 
Wliich for this Realme fixind * many goodly layes,' 
And wholesoroe statutes to her husband biougfat : - 
H'lT niaiiv decind to have beene of the Fay« 
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Pirst G<»bcinian, a man of renuous life ; 
Next Aichigald, win lor bis proud disdajne 
Deposed was fiwn princedocne sovenjne. 
And pitteous EUdure put in his sted ; 
WIk) shortly it to 'iira restord 9^3)116, 
Till by his death he it rccotrred ; 

But Peridure and Vigent him dtstluooized : 
XLV. 
In UTetched piisoo long he did Tcmaine, 
Till tbey out-taigned bad their utmost date. 
And then ther^ reseized ' was againe. 
And niled long with Innorable state, 
Till he sutrendred realme and life to &te- 
Tben all the sonnes of tliese five breiliren nynd 
By dew successe,* and all their nephewes > late ; 
Even thrise eleven descents the cn»-ne reUynd, 

1^ aged Hely by dew heritage it gajnuL 
SLVI. 
He had two sonnes, wlnse eldest, called J^ud, 
Lel\ of his life most famous memmy, 
And endlesse monlments of liis great good : 
The niin'd wab he did retcdilye * 
Of Tioynovant, gainst force of enimy. 
And built that Gate which of his name is highl,' 
By which he lyes entombed solemnly: 
He left two sonnes, too young to fule aright, 

Andiogeus and Tenantius, pictures of his might. 

' Reiditd, reinitiled. * Rcnti/ye, rebnild. 



XLVl.5.— Trcs»at»iU.} Thii i. London, ind the b»*» niwKioiitd 
la Ihe next line ii Lndgate. , 



XLVIl. 
Whilst Ihey were young, Cassibalane tlieir one ' 
Was by the people chceen in their sted, 
Wlio en him tooke tlie roiall diadeiiie, 
And goodly well long time it governed ; 
Till the prowde Romanes him disquieted, 
And warlike Cccsar, tempted with tJia name 
or this sweet Island never conquered, 
And envying the Britons blazed fame, 
(O hideous hunger of dqrninion !) hether came. 
XLVIII. 
Yet twise they were repulsed backs againe, 
And twise renforst backe to their ships to fly ; 
The whiles with blood tliey all tlie sliore did stalne, 
And the gray ocean into purple dy : 
Nc hod ihev footinir found ollasi nerdie." 
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Thencerorth this Land was tributarie made 
T* ambitious Rome, and did llidr nile obay, 
Till Arthur all that reckoning defraud : 
\'et oft tjie Briton Kings against them strongly swayd.' 

L. 
Next him Tenantius niignd ; then Kimbeline, 
What time tli' Etemall Lord in fleshly slime 
Enwombed vas, from wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of sinfull crime. 
O ioyous memorie of happy time, 
That heavenly grace so plenteously displayd ! 
O too high ditty ^ for my simple rime ! — 
Soone after this the Romanes him warrayd ^ ; 
For that tb^ tribute lie refusd to let be payd. 

LI. 
Good Claudius, that next was Emperour, 
An anny brought, and with him batteile fought, 
In which the King was by a treachetour* 
Disguised slaine, ere any thereof thought: 
Yet ceased not the bloody fight for ought : 
For Arvirage his brothers place supplyde 
Both in his amies and crowne, and by that draught ' 
Did drive the Romanes to the weaker syde, 
That they to peace agreed. So all was pacifyde. 

Lll. 
Was never King more highly magnifide, 

' Stattyd, resiilcd. * TreatheUmr, tniloi. 

■ DUty, theme. * Draught, ie*embluiee. 

' Warrayd, wmired upon. 



t>. 1.— KmMiiu.] Thii ii Shokapeue't Cymbellne. 
U. 1. — OMdOmfnu, &c.] CUu4iui wu the oeit emperar.wlM 
■nraded Britain ifler JoUiu Ce«u. He hu little claim U the lUto sT 
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Nor dredd ' of Romanes, then ' n-as Arvirage ; 
For vliicli tlie Etnperour to liim allide 
His daughter Gcnuiss' m marriage: 
Yet st.nly be renounst the vassallage 
Of Rome againe, who hedier hasdy sent 
Vespasian, tiiat «'ith great spoile and niga 
Forwasted ' all, till Gcnuissa gent* 
Persuaded biro to cease^ and lier lord to relent. 
LIU. 
He dide ; and lilm succeeded Mariits, 
Wbo ioyd liis dayes in great tranquillity. 
Then Coyll ; and after him good Lucius, 
That 6rst received Chrislianity, 
The sacred pledge of Cliristes Erangely. 
Yet tnio it h, tliat long before diat day 
Hither came loseph of Arimatliy, 
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And takiiig annes the Briums to W drew ; 
With 'wbom sfae inarched straight against her files, 

And ihem un\rares besides the Sereme did jyclofw, 
LV. 
There ^e with them a cniell batleill tryde. 
Not with so good successe as shee deserr'd , 
By reason that the captaines on her syde, 
CtXTupted by Paulinus, irom her swerv'd : 
Yet such, as were through fbrmn- flight preserr'd. 
Gathering againe, her host she did renew. 
And with fiesh comge cm the victor serv'd : 
But bebg all defeated, save a few, 

Rather than fly, or be captiv'd, herselfe she slew. 
LVI. 
O &mous tnoDiment of woaiens prayse ! 
Matchable cother to Senuramis, 
Whom kitique history so high doth rayse, 
Or to HypsiphU', or to Thomiris : 
Her host two hundred thousand numbred is ; 
Who, wh3es good fortune favoured her might, 
Triumphed oH against her enemis ; 
And yet, though overcome in haplesse Gght, 

Shee triumphed on death, in enemies despi|^t. 

Lvn. 

Her reliques Fulgent having gathered, 

■n hiilarietl p«noii>gc, who brsTelj reaialed the Romuu, and wu 
defeated b; Finliu Snetoniui, A. D. 61, and poifoned henelf. 

LVI. 4. — Or to HffiijdiU', or to Thomirit.] Ht/pnphilevtMa.(jmen 
of Lemnoi, who he&ded in attack mode bjr her female inbjeota upon 
their mole relation!. — Huymaii, or TTunayrit, waa a queen of the Mei- 
lagetB, who, accocding to aame accounts, defeated Cjrui, and threw 
hia head into a veuel of blood. 

LVU 1. — fUfou.] iy^uKuu U nid to be the nanwoT a Cah- 
dcoian chief, who beaded the anniei which the Emperor Serenii mot 
VOL. II. 9 
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Foug^ wilb Serenis, ud turn oTerthrew ; 
Yet in (be ctuce was alaine c^ tbem that fled ; 
So made them riclois whome he did subdew. 
Then gan Caiaushis tirannize anew. 
And gainst the Romanes bent their proper ' powte ; 
But him Allectus treachenuslf slew. 
And tooke oo him the robe of Emperoure : 
Natblesse the same eniojred but shut happjr bowie : 
LVIll. 
For Asclei»odate him oveicaroe, 
And left in^orious on the vanquisht plajme, 
Without or robe or rag to hide tus shame : 
lliea afterwards he ic his stead did raigne ; 
&it shordy was by Coyll in batt^ slalne : 
Wbo after IcRig debate, since Lucies tyme, 
Was of the Britons fiist ctownd Soveraine : 
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With wbome King Ck>yU made an agreonent. 
And to bira gave fiv wife hb daughter txi^t, 
Fayre Helena, the fairest living wig^t. 
Who in all godly thewes ^ and goodly praise 
Did far excel], but was niost fiunous hi^t^ 
For skil in musicke of all in her daks. 
As well in curious instruments as cunning laies ' : 

LX. 
Of whom he did great Constantine beg^. 
Who afi^ward was empeiour o{ Rome ; 
To which whiles absent he his mind did sett,^ 
Octavius h^ne lept into his roome, 
And it usurped by umighteous doome : 
But he lus title iustifide by might, 
Slaymg Trahome, and having oveicome 
The Romane leg^n in dreadfull fi^t : 
So settled he hb kingdome, and confirmd his rig^t: 

LXI. 
But, wanting yssew male, his daughter deare 
He gave in wedlocke to Maximian, 
And him with her made of his kingdome heyre. 
Who soone by meanes thereof the Empire wan. 
Till murdred by the freends of Gratian. 
Th«i gan the Hunnes and Picts invade this Und, 
Diuing the raigne of Maxinunian ; 
Who dymg left none heire them to withstand ; 
But that they overran all parts with easy hand. 

> Thewtif gifU, ftculties. ' BiglU^ reputed. 

* Late*, songs, or vocal mnsio. ^ Sett, apply. 

mother of Constantine) was named Helena, and is said hy some writMi 
to have been a British princess. 
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LXII. 
The weaiy Britons, whose war-hable * youth 
Was by Maxinuan lately ledd away, 
With wretched miseiyes and woeflill ruth 
Were to those Pagans made an open pray, 
And daily spectacle of sad decay : 
Whome Romane warres, which now ibwr hundred ycarcs 
And more had wasted, could no whit dismay ; 
Til, by consent of Ck)mraon3 and of Peares, 
They crownd the second Constantino with ioyous icares : 

Who having oft in batteill vanquished 

Those spoyleliill Picts, and swarming East^ings, 

Long time in peace his Realme established, 

Yet oft annoyd with sondry bordra^ngs ' 

Of neighbour Scots, and finr^ scatterllngs ^ 
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Them closely into Airoorick did beare : 
For dread of wbc»ii, and for those Picts anDoyes, 
He sent to Germany ftraunge aid to reare ; 
From whence eftsoooes' anived here three boyes" 

Of Saxons, whom he for his safety imployes. 
LXV. 
Two brethren were their capitayns, which hight ' 
Hengist and Horsus, well approv'd in warre. 
And both of them men of renowmed might ; 
Who ma^g vantage of their tnvile iarre, 
And of those fbireyners which came from ferre, 
Grew great, and got large portions of land. 
That in the Realms eie long they stronger arre 
Then * they which sought at first th^ helpng hand, 

And Vra'dger enforst the Kingdome to aband.' 
LXVI. 
But, by the belpe of VorUmero his sonne, 
He is againe unto his rule reatord ; 
And Hwgist, seeming sad for that was donne, 
Received is to grace and new accord. 
Through his faire daughters face and flattnog word. 

1 EJttoona, immediitely. * That, than. 

■ Hoya, boala. • Atand, abutdon. 

' HyU, wen named. 

LXIV. 6. — Jlratoriek.J Armoriea, or BriUuiy, in France. 

LXV. 2. — Hengitt and Hornit.'] Hengirt and Uoras were two 
noted Bi^oD chiefa, who, aboat the middle oF the fifth eentnij, wen 
invited by Vortigec, a BritUb chief, to uaiit hii people in KpeUiog 
the invuioB of the Piola and Seota, and tfterwudi eelabliihed them- 
•elTca in Britain, and founded the Saxon djnailj. 

LXVI. 6. — Tknnigli kit fairt davghteri face, Su:.] Vortiger ia 

Mid lo hare Men in love with Rowens, the daogbter of Henglrt, and 

HMnied her, bj whicli alliince the Saiona were materially aided In 

obtaining a permanent foothold in Britain. Hengiit, too, i* Mti to 

9» 
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Soooe aficT which, ihiee hundred kx& be dew 
Of British blood, all suing at hs hod ; 
WboK doleAiIl mtxiiments who list to mr/ 
Tb' eiemall maiks of treasco may at Stonbeng vew. 

By this the soiuies of Consiantine, which fled, 
Amhmse and Ullier, did ripe yeares atta}'De, 
And, here arriving, stron^y cballeoged 
The ciowne which Vwtiger did Itxig detayne ; 
Who, flying from his guilt, by them was slayne : 
And Heng^ elce soooe brought to shamefidl death. 
ThenceGirth Aureliiis peaceably did layne, 
TiU that through poyson stopped was his kcath ; 
So now entombed lies at Stoneheng by the beatb. 
LXVIII. 
AAcT him Uther, which Pendiagon hight,' 
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To finish it : tbat so uotimely breach 

The Prince himselTe halfe seemed to ofiead ; 

Yet secret pleasure did ofience empeacb,' 

And wonder of antiquity long stopt his speachr 
LXIX. 
At last, quite ravisbt wkb delight to heaie 
The royall o&pring of his native land, 
Crj'de out ; " Dear Counirey ! O how dearely deare 
Ought thy remembrauDce and popetuall band 
Be to thy foster childe, that &otn thy hand 
Did conunUD breath and nouriture receave ! 
How brutish is it not to understand 
How much to Her we owe, that all us gave ; 

That gave unto us all whatever good we have ! " 
LXX. 
But Guyon all this while his booke did read, 
Ne yet has ended : for it was a great 
And ample volume, that dolhfar excead 
My leasure so long leaves here to repeat : 
It told how first Prometheus did create 
A man, of many parts from beasts deryVd, 
And then sljle fire fiom heven to animate 
His woike, for winch he was by love depryv'd 

Of life himsf 'fe, and hart-strings of* an aegle ryVd.^ 
LXXI. 
That man so made he called Elfe, to weet 
Quick, the first author of all ElGn kynd ; 
Who, wandring through the world witli wearie feet 

' En^Koei, prerenL ' Of, bj. ' Rye'd, lorn. 

LXX. 9. — 0^ li/a himMdft.'\ FroiiKlheiu wu not deprireil of life 
by Jupiter, nolna Spetuet niei the word in the leiue of the ei^y- 
ment of life. 
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Did in the gardins of Adonis lynd 
A goodly creature, whom he deemd in mjnd 
To be no eaitbly wight, but either spiight, 
Or angell, ih' nutbour of all woman kynd ; 
Tberelbre a Fay he her according bight,' 

Of whom all Faryes spring, and fetch tbeu- lignage right 
LXXII. 
Of these a mighty people shortly grew, 
And puissant klnges which all the world wanayd,* 
And to themselves all nations did subdew : 
The Eisl and eldest, which that scepter swayd, 
Was Elfin : him all India obayd, 
And all that now America men call : 
Next him was noble ElSnan, who laid 
Cleopolis foundatbn first of all : 

But Elfiline enclosd it with a golden wall. 
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That were loo long thnr infinite coatoits 
Here to record, ne much mateiiall : 
Yet should they be most famous monimeotSi 
And brave ensample, both of martiall 
And civil rale, to kinges and states imperiaJl. 
LXXV. 
After all these Elficleos did rsyne, 
The nise Elficleos in great maiestie, 
Who mightily that scepter did sustayne. 
And with rich spoyles and famous nclorie 
Did high advaunce the crowne of Faeiy : 
He left two sonnes, of which &ire Elferon, 
The eldest hiother, did imtimely dy ; 
Whose emptie place the mightie Obenni 
Doubly supplide, in apousall and dominioa. 
LXIVI. 
Great was his power and glorie over all 
Which, him hefbre, that sacred seate did fill> 
That yet tanaines his wide tnemtHiall : 
He dying left the fairest Tanaquill, 
Him to succeede therein, by his last will : 
Fairer and nobler liveth none this howre, 
Ne like in grace, ne like in learned sldll ; 
Therefore they Glorian call that glorious dowre: 
Long mayst thou, Glorian, live m gjoiy and great powre I 
LXXVII. 
Beguyld thus with deUght of novelties, 

LXXV. 1. — Elfidtet.'] Id tfais and the >ueceediiig itum (here oie 
obTioQa lUiuioDi to hiitor^. "Elficleoi" is Henrj VII.; "Elferon" ii 
PrincB Arthur, Mb ton, who died joong; "Oberon" ii Hear; VIIL, 
who mwried his brother's betrothed bride ; and " TuaLqnill," or " Glo- 
riaiM," lui danghter, ii Qoeea Elinlwth. It will be obaerred that no 
mentioa ii mada of Edward VI. or Qoeen Mai;. 



OG THX riEBlE 4UEXHE. C. 

And natajrall de^ of CouDtfTes state, 
So long the; redd in those aDUquitin, 
Tliat bow the time was fled diey quite Ibigate ; 
Till gentle Alma, se^g it so late, 
Perforce their studies broke, and them besought 
To thinke how supper did them loag awaite : 
So halfe unwiUmg from Ih^ bookes them brou^t, 
And layrely feasted as go noble Knigbtei she ought. 
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CANTO XI. 

The Enimioi of TempenuDCe 
Besiege her dwelling plue ; 

Prince Arthnre thero repellea, and fbwla 
H*Ieg«r dotb deface. 

1. 
What wane so cmell, or what siege so sore, 
As that, which strong ASections ' doe apply 
Against the tbrte of Reason eveiniore, 
To bring the sowle into captivity 1 
Their force b fiercer through iafimiity 
Of the fiaile flesh, relenting to ih^ rage ; 
And exercise most bitter tyranny 
Upon the partes, brought into their boodage: 
No wretcbednesse is like to sinfiill vellenage.' 



But in a body which dotb freely yeeld 
His partes to Reasons rule obedient, 
And letteth Her that oiigbt the scepter weeld, 
All happy peace and goodly gOTemment 
Is seded there in sure establishment. 
There Alma, like a Vir^ Queene most t»ight. 
Doth floriab m all beautie excellent ; 
And to ber guestes doth bounteous banket dight,^ 
Attempred goodly well (at health and for delight. 

ion*. ■ VdUnaga 



Ea/^f-, bdoR the Mome vith aan n ab * nj 
The wndcnres of bii^ boTcn opened Lad, 
Tbfoa^ which into die vtxid die dawning Daj 
Hi|^ looke, tint ""fc**** eraj ocatiire gbd. 
Uprose Sr Guj-cn m hri^ anmur dad. 
And ID his purposd iouniey him prepti'd: 
With hi"! die Palmer As id hahit jad * 
Himsdfe addiest to that adventiue haid : 
So lo die lireis ^de tbej- hoth together fiff'd : 



Where Ihem awaited ready at the ibrd 
The Feniman, as Alma had behigbt,' 
With bis well^igged bote : Tbey goe abord, 
And he eftsoones * gaa launch his baike fbrthri^t. 
Ere long they rowed were quite out of sigfat, 
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VJ. 

Them in twelve Troupes their Capteia did t&pait, 
And rouod about in fittest steades' did place, 
Where each might best offend his proper part, 
And hb contraiy obiect most deface, 
As every one seem'd meetest in that cace. 
Seven of the same against llie Casde-Gate 
In strong entrenchments he did closely place, 
Which with incessaunt force and endtcsse hato 

Tliey battred day and night, and entraunce did awale. 
VII. 
The other Five five sondry wayes he sett 
Against the five great Bulwaikes of that pyle. 
And unto each a Bulwarke did arrett,^ 
T' assayle with open force or hidden guyle, 
In hope thereof to win victorious spoile. 
Tliey all that charge did fervently apply ^ 
With greedJe malice and importune'' loyie. 
And planted there their huge artilleiy. 

With which they dayly made most dreadfidl battery. 
VIII. 
Tile fiist Troupe was a monstrous rablement 
Of fowle misshapen wightes, of which some were 
Headed like owles, with beckcs' uncomely bent; 
Others like dogs ; others like gryphons dreare ; 
And some had wings, and some had clawes to teare : 

' Sttadei, positions. 
• ArriU, appoint. 
' ■Spply, obeerre, 

VI. G. — Setat, &o,] These, accoiding to Upton,TepTei«nt the m 
d«(dl; lin*, tnd Ihc Fat mcDtioned in Iho next atanu, the vicei 
■ttick the wiTim*. 

vol. II, 10 
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Aod every one of them had lynces eyes ; 
And every one did bow and arrowes bearc : 
AD tliosG were lawlcsse Lustes, conupt Envies, 

And covetous Asp^ts, all craell cnuiiyes. 
IX. 
Those same against the Bulwarke of die Sight 
Did lay strong siege and battailous assault, 
Ne once did yield it respitt day nor night ; 
But soooe as Titan gan his head exault, 
And soone againe as he his light withhault,^ 
Thar wicked engins they against it bent ; 
That is, each diing by which die eyes may &ult: 
But two tben^ all more huge and violent, 

Beaude and Moneyj they that Bulwarke sorely tent. 



The second Bulwarke was the Hearing Sence, 




C. XI. THX FAEttlE <inXBtlE. 1 

Sane like to houndes, some like to apes, dismayd ' ; 

Some, like to puttockes,' all In plumes aiayd ; 

All sliap't according' Uieir conditions; 

For, by those ugly formes weren pourtrayd 

Foolish Delights, and fond * Abusions,' 
Which doe that Sence besiege with light illusions. 
XII. 

And that fourth Band which cruel! battry bent 

Against the fourth Bulwarke, that is the Taste, 

Was, 83 the rest, a grysle • rablement ; 

Some mouth'd like greedy oystriges ; some faste ^ 

like loathly toades ; some fashioned in the waste 

like swine : for so defonnd is Luxury, 

Surfeat, Misdiet, and unthiiftie Waste, 

Vaine Feastes, and ydle Superfluity : 
All those tlus Sences Fort assayle incessantly. 
XIII. 

But the fill Troupe, most horrible of hew 

And force of force, b dreadflill to report ; 

For same like snailes, some did like spyders shew, 

And some like ugly urchins ^ thick and short : 

Cruelly they assayled that 6fl Fort, 

Armed with dartes of sensual! Delight, 

With stiDges of camall Lust, and strong eS^ 

Of feeling Pleasures, with which day and ni^t 
Agunst that same fift Bulwarke t!>ey continued fight. 
XIV. 

Thus these twelve Troupes with dreadfiill puissaunce 

Against that Castle restlesse siege did lay, 

' Dumayd, ill msde. * Jhuinu, ibiun. 

' PattodU*, kiln. * Oryne, filthy, w iqiuUd- 

' AttarHiig, ueotdiDg to. * Fatle, fhced. 

' FmA, fboliab. ■ Vrdunt, hcdcehog^ 
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And evenoore their hideous ordinaunce* 
Upon the Bulwarkes cnielly did play, 
That now it gan to threaten neare decay : 
And evennore th^ wicked Capitayn 
Provoked them the breaches to assay, 
Sometimes with tlireats, someumcs with hope of gsyn, 
Which by the ransack of that Peece' they should attayn, 
XV. 
On til' other syde, th' asseiged ' Castles Ward * 
Th^ stedfast stonds * did mighuly maintaine, 
And many bold repulse and many hard 
Atchievement wrought, with perill and witli payne, 
Tliat goodly Frame from mine to sustaine : 
And those two brethren Gyauntes did defend 
The walles so stoutly with their sturdie mayne,° 
That never entraunce any durst pretend, 
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xvrr. 
Efboones ' liiniselfe in glitterand armes he dight, 
And his well proved weapons to hiro hent ' ; 
So taking courteous cooge ^ he belught * 
Those gates to be unbar'd, and forth he went. 
Fayre mote he thee, the prowest ^ and most gent,* 
That ever brandished bright Steele on bye ! 
Whom soone as that unruly rablement 
With bis gay Squyre issewing did espye, 

They reard a most outrageous dreadful! yelling cry : 
XVllI, 
And therewithall attonce at him let 6y 
Their fluttiing airowes, thicke as flakes of snow, 
And round about him flocke impetuously, 
Uke a great water-flood, that tombliag low 
From the high mountaine?, threates to overflow 
With suddein fiiry all the fertile playne, 
And the sad husbandmans long hope doth throw 
Adowne the streame, and all his vowes make voyne ; 

Nor bounds nor banks his headlong mine may sustayne. 
XIX. 
Upon his shield there heaped hayle he bore, 
And with his sword disperst the raskall^ flockes, 
Which fled asonder, and him fell before ; 
As withered leaves drop from their dryed Btockea, 
When the wrath western wind does reave* their locks: 
And underneath him bis courageous steed, 

■ JC/inwnM, imiseilml^ljp. ' Pnnewt, bWTeiL 

* Halt, took. * Gail, ueompliihed. 

' Congt, leave. * ItMkell, bue, or low. 

* Bdight, ordered. ' Jtam, (trip. 



XVII. 6. — Fayrt noti k» liet.] Well aay be p) 
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The fierce Spumador, tiode ihon downe ISke docks ' ; 
The fierce SpuinaikM' borne of imrenlj' seed ; 

Such as LaooiedoD of Pbsbus race did breed. 
XX. 
Which suddeiae Iwrrour and cooftised cry 
When as thrir Capteine iicard, in haste be yode* 
Tlie cause to ueel,^ and fault to remedy : 
Upon a tygre sit-ift and fierce he tode. 
That as the wmde ran undcmeatb his lode. 
Whiles his long legs nigh taught * unto the ground : 
Full large he was of limbe, and shouldcis brode ; 
Dut of such subtile substance and unsound, [bound: 

That like a ghost he secm'd whose grave-clothes were un- 
XXI. 
And in his hand a bended bow was scene. 
And many airowes under his right side, 
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Thereto ' as cold and drery as a snake ; 
That seerad to tremble evermore and quake : 
All in a canvas thin he was bedight,' 
And girded with a belt of twisted brake: 
Upon hb head he wore an helmet light, 

Afade of a dead mans skull, that seemd a ghastly sight : 
XXlll. 
Klaleger was his name : And a&er him 
There follow'd fast at hand two wieked Hags, 
With hoary lockes all loose and visage grim ; 
Their feet unshod, tJieir bodies wrapt in rags, 
And both as swift on foot as chased stags ; 
And yet the one her other legge had lame, 
Which with a stafie all full of htle snags' 
She did support, and Impotence her name: 

But til' other was Impatience annd with raging flame. 
XXIV. 
Soone as the Carle from far the Prince esf^de 
Glistring in armes and warlike ornament, 
Ws beast he felly prickt on either syde, 
And his mischievous bow iiill readie bent, 
With which at him a cruell shaft he sent : 

■ T&n-elc, besidea. ■ Bedighl,irta»ei. 

' Snagi, knobs, or protabcrent points. 

XXIII. 1. — Maliger aai hit nairu.] Mai c^r i> compounded oTlivo 
].atia words, tignifying badlj diseased; and Trom this and the descrip- 
tion giTsn of him, he Kwnu to represent the vaiiona diseftses which sn 
indulgence in lhofe"flcsblj liuti which wu Bgainit the •oal" gires 
birth to. 

XXIII. 6. — Htr oAer liggt.'] Othtr, nccording to Upton, means 
UJ>. 

XXIII. 6. — Had lam.) The lamencn of Impotence, that if, weak- 
neia, or want of reitnuning power, eipiessei the want of the opacilj 
of aelf-iappoTt. 
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Bol be was v-arie, and it mided wtfi 
Upon bis shield, that it no finther went. 
But to the graond tbe idle quand ■ feD : 

Tbea he another and anotber did expelL* 
XXV. 
Which to prevent, tbe I^rince bis mortall speare 
Soone to him raugbt,' and fierce ai him did ride; 
To be avenged c^ tbai shot why leare * : 
Bui be was not so haidy lo alnde 
That bitter stownd,^ but, turning quicke asde 
His light-foot beast, fled fast away for feare : 
Whom to poureue, the Inlant * after hide' 
So fast as his good couiser could him beare ; 

But labour lost it was to weeoe approch him neam 
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But, when his uncouth ' manner he did vew. 
He gan avize^ to follow him no more, 
But keepe his standing, and his shaftes eschew, 
Untill he quite had spent his perlous ^ store, 
And then assayle lum fresh, ere he could shiA for more. 
XXVIJl. 
But thai lame Hag, still as abroad he strew 
His wiclccd ftrrowcs, gathered them againe. 
And to him brought, fresh batteill to renew ; 
Which he espying cast * her to restrame 
From yieldmg succour to that cursed Swaine, 
And her attaching ' thought ber hands to tye ; 
But, soone as him dismounted on the plaine 
That other Hag did far away espye 
Binding her Sister, she to him ran hastily ; 
XXIX. 
And catching hold of him, as downe he lent," 
Him hackeward overtlirew, and downe him stayd '' 
With their rude handes and gryesly graplement^: 
Till that the Villein, comming to their ayd, 
Upon him fell, and lode upon liun layd : 
Full litle wanted, but he bad him slaine, 
And of the battell balcAill end bad made, 
Had not liis gentle Squire beheld bb paine. 
And commen to hh reskew ere his bitter bane. 
XXX. 
So greatest and most glonous thing on ground 
May often need the helpe of weaker liand ; 

■ UiteoiOh, ittmgc. * Lml, ilooped. 

■ Jriic, determine. ' Slayd, beld. 

* Ptrtout, periloni. ' Gryuli/ graptment, fearful 

* Out, reiolTed. g«»Pi or clntcb. 

* MaMng, aeiuDg. 
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So ieeble is mam state, and life unsouDd, 
Tliat in assnraunce it may never stand, 
Till it dissolved be Irom earthly band 1 
PVoofe be thou, Prince, the prawest man aljrve, 
And noblest bome of all in Brittm land ; 
Yet ihce fierce Fortune did so nearely drive. 
That, had not Grace thee blest, thou sbouldest not survive. 
XXXI. 
The SqujTe arriving, fiercely in his annes 
Snatcht first tlie one, and dien the other Jade, 
His chiefest letls ' and authors of his haimes, 
And them perforce witliheld with threatned blade, 
Least that his Lord tliey should behinde invade; 
The whiles the Prince, prickt with reprochiiil shame, 
As one awakte out of long slombring shade, 
Revivyng thought of glory and of fame, 
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Having o&shakt them and escapt th^ hands, 
Becomes mrae fell, and all that him withstands 
Treads down and overtbrowes. Now bad the Curie 
Alighted from Iiis ttgre, and his hands 
Discharged of his bow and deadly quar'Ie,' 

To seize upon his Ibe flatt lying on the marie.' 
XXXIV. ' 
Which now him tumd to disa vantage deare ^ ; 
For neither can he fly, nor other * harme. 
But trust unto his strength and manhood meare, 
Sith ^ now he is far fiom his monstrous swatme. 
And of his weapons did himselfe disarme. 
The Knifi^t, yet wrothfull for his late disgitice. 
Fiercely advaunst ^ his valorous right anne, 
And him so soie smott with bis yron mace, 

That groveling to the ground he fell, and fild his place. 
XXXV. 
Wei weened hee tliat field was then his owne, 
And all his labor brought to happy end ; 
When suddein up the VUIeiae overlhrowne 
Out of Ids swowne arose, fresh to contend. 
And gan himselfe to second battaill bend, 
As hurl he had not beene. Thereby there lay 
An huge great stone, wbich stood upon one end. 
And had not bene removed many a day ; 

Some land-maike seemd to bee, or slgne of sundry way : 

' Quar'h, bolt*. < Other, any other penon. 

' Maiia, ground. ' Sili, noce. 

' Dean, giievoiu. ' Adeamxtt, ruied. 



XXXIV.g. — fWAirpIaM.] Ckmredwlthiusbody the plus when 
hBl>7. 

XXXV.&. — Or*igiui^nndTyteay.'} Or a lipi-port danotiiig th* 
diiMtioii of TBriona erainMdi. 
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XXXVI. 

The same lie snatcht, and with exceedmg sway * 
Threw at his foe, who was right well aware 
To sboiine tlie engin of his meant decay ; 
It booted not to thinke that throw to beare, 
But grownd he gave, and lightly lept areaie^ ; 
Eft ^ fierce relouming, as a faulcon fayrc, 
That once hath failed of her souse * full neare, 
Remounts againe into tlie open ayre, 
And unto better fortune doth heraelfe prepayrc : 
XXXVII. 
So brave retouming, witli bis brandisht blade. 
He to the Carle hicnselfe agayn addrest, 
And strooke at him so stemely, tliat he made 
An open passage througli his riven brcst, 
Tliat halfg the Steele behind hui backe did rest ; 
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That made his spright to groae fiill piteous ; 
Yet nathemore ' tbith fled fais gronbg spright, 

But freshly, as at first, prepaid himseUe to fight. 
XXXIX. 
Thereat be smitten was with great affiigtit, 
And trembling tenor did his hart apall ; 
Ne wist' he what to thtnke of that same si^t, 
Ne what to say, ne what to doe at all : I 

He doubted ^ least it were some magicall - * 

~~~ lUu^on that did beguile his sense, 

Or wandiing ^lost that wanted fiinerall, 
Or aery spirite under felse pretence. 

Or hellish feraid raysd up through divetish science 
XL. 
I& wonder &r raceeded reasons reach, 
That he began to doubt his dazeled sight. 
And o(i of error did tumselle appeach * ; 
Flesh without blood, a person without spright, 
Wounds without hurt, a body without might, 
That could doe harme, yet could not banned bee. 
That could not die, yet seemd a mcHtall wight, 
That was most sliong in most inficmitce ; 

like did he never heare, like did he never see. 
xu. 
Awhile he stood in this astonishment, 
Yet would he not for all his great dismay 
Give over to effect bb fiist btent. 
And ih' utmost meanes of victory assay, 

' Drahcd, ftued. 

UJ.4.— Ai4a'MMM(,&c.] Ha wuiMolTcd tobnoglbeft 
TOL. II. I ] 
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Or th' Utmost yssew of liis owne decay, 

His owne good sword Mordure, that never fiiyld 

At need till now, he lightly threw away, 

And his bright shield that nought him now avayld ; 

And with his naked hands him forcibly assayld. 
XUl. 
Twixt his two mighty aimcs liim up he snatcht, 
And cnislit his carcas so against his brest, 
-That the disdainfull so\v\e he tlience dispalcht, 
And th' ydle breath all utterly esprest ' ; 
Tho,' when he felt him dead, adowne he kest ' 
The lumpish * corse unto the sencelesse grownd ; 
Adowne he kest ^ it witli so puissant wrest,' 
That backe againe it did alolle rebownd, 

And gave against his mother Earth a gronefull^ sownd. 
XLIIl. 
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XLIV. 
Nigh his wits end then woxe ih' amazed Kni^t, 
And diought his labor lost, and travell * vayne, 
Against this lifelesse shadow so to fight : 
Yet life be saw, and felt his mighty mayne. 
That, whiles he marveild still, did still him payne ; 
Forthy " he gan some other wayes advize, 
How to take life fiom that dead-living swayne, 
Whom still he marked lireshly to arize 

From th' earth, and fiom her womb new spirits to reprize.' 
XLV. 
He then remembred well, that had benesayd. 
How th' Earth his mother was, and Gist him bore ; 
She eke, so often as his life decayd, 
Did life with usury to him restore, 
And reysd * him up much stronger then > before, 
So soone as he unto her wombe did fall : 
Therefore to grownd he would him cast no more, 
Ne him conunitt to grave teirestriall. 

But beare him farre from hope of succour usuall. 
XL VI. 
Tho' up he caught him twixt his puissant hands, 
And hanng scruzd ^ out of his canion coise 
The lotbfuU life, now loosd fioro sinful! bands, 
Upon his shouldeis carried him pertbise 
Above three furlongs, taking his full course. 
Until he came unto a standing lake ; 
Him thereinto he threw without remorse, 
Ne stird, till hope of life did liim forsake : 

So end of that Carles days and his owne paynes did make. 

' IVac(U,tnni1,lkbor. ' Fmiiy, Iherefore, » n^rrin, Uke igain 
• Acycrf, niaod. > Tkm, tlitn. * no, thea. ' SctmoI, pnwed. 
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XLVII. 
Which when those wicked Hags frcHit Ikr did spye. 
Like two mad dogs the^ ran about the lands ; 
And th' one of them with dreadrull ydUng crye. 
Throwing away her broken chaines and bands, 
And having quencbt her bunung fier-bninds, 
Hedlong beiselfe did cast bto that lake : 
Bui Impotence with her owne wilfull hands 
One of Malegers cursed darts did take, 
So ry v'd ' her trembling hart, and wicked end did make. 
XLVIII. 
Thus now alone he cooquerour renuunes : 
Tho,* cumming to bis Squyre that kept bis steed, 
Tbou^t to have mounted ; but his feeble vaines 
Him Md thereto, and served not his need, 
Through losae of blood which from his wounds did bleed. 




THE rAEBIZ q,ITSKra. 



Ellesoones ' she causd him up to be conrayd, 
Aod of his armes despoyted easily 
In sumptuous bed sbee made him to be layd ; 
Ana, al the while his wounds were dressing, by him stayd. 



> ^flaoeaa, iininediatelj. 
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CANTO XII. 



Punng tliToagti peiiEe* great, 
Doth oveithnw tbe Bowk oT BUa, 
And ACTU7 defeat. 



Now ginnes ' that goodljr frame of Temperaunce 
Fayrdj' lo rise, and her adcHned bed 
To pridce* of highest prayse lixth to advaunce, 
FtKinedy grouDded and fiist setteled 
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llio,' when appeared tbe Hand Honmr bri^ 
Upoo the wares to spred ber tRmlibig fi^K, 
An hidetxis raring bz away they heaid. 
That aQ tbeir sences tSkd with affii^; 
And strei^t tbej saw tbe npog nrga fend 

Up to tbe skyes, ibat tbon of (faownnig maie Ami. 
m. 
Said (ben ibe Boiennii, " Palmer, stoe ari^ 
And keepe an even comae ; ftr jtndcr vajr 
We needes must pas (God doe ns vcU aeqagfat!) 
Tbal is tbe Gulfe <^ Greafinesse. ibey s^. 
That deepe engorgeth * all this worides foj ; 
Which having su'aDowd ap esixamdy. 
He soone in vomil up a^ine doib lay,' 
And belcheth fcfth im supo&dtf , 

Hut all tbe seaa fix tore doe seone xw^ lo ttf. 

IV. 

" Od tb* olber syie an hideoos Rock is pi^* 
Of niightie magoes stooe/ whose ciaggie c6k 
Depending fiom on bigfa,-dieadfidl lo agfat. 
Over the waves his rugged amies doib lifi. 
And thieatnetfa downe to Ibraw his ngged nft 
On wboao cmtetb nigb ; jet mgh it drnres 
AU passeogera, that ncne finm it can rinft : 
Fo, whiles ibej fly that Gal&B devomiag kwa, 
Thqr on the rock are lent, and snncJc in bdples wnn 

■ 7I«, thni. • PigU, flMmd. 



m 3.— C«tf iftMwdl MfHftt.] 'Maf Ood brine "• "*>r 



IT.B.— Jli«y<rfnft.] Una 
EtenDj, ■ m^ or dana. 
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Forvaid tbey passe, and stnxigljr be Ibem rowm, 
UDtni ibejr nigh unto that Gulfe anyre, 
When stieaine more rioleot and greedy growes; 
llwn be with all bis prasauDce dolh strive 
To snike his oares, and mi^tSy doth diyre 
llie hollow vessell through the threatfull wave ; 
Which, gajKDg wide to swallow them alyre 
Id th' huge abysse of his engulfing grave, 
Doth me at them in Taioe, aod whb great teirour mve. 
VI. 
They, passDDg by, that griseiy ' mouth did see 
SwJdng (be seas into his enlralles deepe, 
Hiat seemd loore bonible than hell to bee, 
Or that daike dreadTull bole of Tartare steepe 
Through which the damned ghosts doen often creep 
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VIIL 

Fonby > this hight* the Rock of Tile I 
A daungeiDiis and detestable place, 
To which iior*fish nor £>wle did once ippiDcii, 
But yelling meawes,^ with seaguiles boos and btc 
And conDojraunts, with biida of nveooat tactf 
Which BtiU sat wayting on that wastfiiU diA 
For spcnle of wretches, whose vnbippf cace, 
After lost credit and ciMuumed thiift, 
At last them drivea hath to this despairefiiU (bifi. 

IX. 
The Palmer, seeing them in saf^e past. 
Thus sajde ; " Behold th' eosamples in our suites 
Of lustfiill hjxurie and tbtifUesee wast ! 
What now n left of miserable wightes 
Which sprait their looses daies to leud ddij^ites, 
But shame and sad re]Hoch, here to be red 
By these rent reliques spealdog their HI fH^itm I 
. Let all that live her^y be counselled 
To sbunne Rock of Reproch, and it aa death to dreed I " 

z. 

So forth they rowed ; and that Ferryman 
With tus stifie oares did bnisb the sea so strong. 
That the hoaie * waters &om bis fiigot ran, 
And the li^t bubles daunced all along, 
Whiles the salt brine out of the billowes spnmg. 
At last &r off they many Islandes spy 
On every ^de floting the floodes emong: 

■ Fonkf, henes. > Mvaoa, iM-mews. 

* Sgit, ii railed. * Htntre, while wilh foam. 



VIU. 9. — nUt 4t^tinfidl ^rt/L] Thi* muenble ocmiat cr dl- 



Then sakl the Eni^: "Lo! I die hod deaoy ; 

IVrefcre, old Sjre, tfaj cmise doe ibereunto appty." 

XI. 

" That may not bee," said then tbe Fenyman, 
"Least wee unweeting' hap to be IbrdooDe': 
For (hose same Islands, seenung now and ihan, 
Are not Gnne land, dcm- any ceitcan woane,) 
But stragUng plots,* which to and fio doe roone 
In the wide waters : therefore are they hi^t ' 
The Wandring klands : Therdcre doe ibeni sboone ; 
For tlicy have oft drawn many a «'andting wight 
Into most deadly daungcr and distressed pli^it. 
Xll. 
" Yet woU they seeme to him, that laire doUi w», 
Ilutli faire and Ihittfiill, and the grownd dispred 
Willi Hnissy grfeiii? of ilOlcctahle }iew ; 
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Amid Ui' Aegean sea loog time did stray, 
Ne made for shipping any certeine port, 
Till that Latona traveiliog that way. 
Flying from luooes wrath and hard assay,* 
Of her fayre twins was there delivered, 
Which aAerwaids did nile the night and day ; 
Thenceforth it firmely was established, 
And for ApoUoes tonple highly henied,'" 

XIV. 
They to him heaiken, as beseemeth meete ; 
And passe on forward : so their way does ly, 
That one of those same Islands, which doe fleet ^ 
In the wide sea, they needes must passen by, 
Which seemd so sweet and plcasaunt to (he eye, 
That it would t^upt a man to touchen there : 
Upon the banck they sitting did espy 
A daintie Damsell dressing of her heare, 
By whom a little skippet * floting did appears. 

XV. 
She, them espying, loud lo them gan call. 
Bidding them nigher draw unto the shore. 
For she had cause to hu^e them withall ; 
And therewith lowdly laught: But nathemore^ 
Would they once tume, but kept on as afore : 
Wlucb when she saw, she left her lockes undight," 

' J<ray, pnmiil. * Skijipti, ikiff. 

' Htrritd, hoaored. ' JfaAtmort, none tha moie. 

' fleet, RatX. ■ IMdigkt, Dadiened, IoomI; Bowiof. 

by Juno not to giTS her ■ leiting-pUce, b; which otth thii Ulind wa* 
notdMmd to be bound. Hence the lame oT Dilet, which ia m Qnek 
word, meaitiii^ vtatt^fat. 

XlV.a — Oiuq/'tAMxaiiuuIaiwb.] Thi> wu the UUnd to nUoh 
Qayan had been carried by Phsdria, aa deaciilxd in tha aixth oairi*. 
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And ranning lo her boat withoutoi on, 

Frtm the deputtng land it laundied Ij^t, 
And after tlieci did drive with aU ber power and mighL 
KVI. 

Whom OTOitakiDg, she in meny sort 

Tbem gan to bcHtl,' and purpose diveraly^; 

Now faining dalUaunco and wanton sprat, 

Now throwing Ibnh lewd wwdes immodestly ; 

TQl that the Palmer gan fiiU bitteriy 

Her to rebuke for being loose and light : 

Which not atnding, but more scxnnfijlly 

Scoffing at him that did her lustly wite,^ 
^e tumd her bote about, and from them rowed quite. 
XVII. 

That was tbe wanbm Pbsdiia, which late 

Did leiTy bim over the Idle Lake : 





0. Zn. THE rAEBIE 4DEENX. 13 

Therefore, 5b Palmer, keepe an crcn hand ; 
For twlxt them both the nairow «'ay doih ly." 
Scai% had he saide, when hard at hand th^ xpj 
That Quicksand nigh with water covered ; 
But by the checked ' wave they did desciy 
It phune, and by the sea discoloured - 

It called was the Quickesand of Un thrifty hed. 
X!X. 
They, pasung by, a goodly ship did see 
Laden fix>m far with precious merchaodize, 
And bravely furnished as ship might bee, 
Which through great disaventure, or mesprize,* 
Heiselfe had ronne into that hazardize' ; 
Whose mariners and merchants with much toyle 
Lahout'd in vaine to have rocur'd * their prize. 
And the rich wares to save from pitteous spoyle ; 

But neither toyle nor travel might her hacke recoyle. 
XX. 
On th' other side they see lliat perilous Poole, 
That called was the Whirlepoole of Decay ; 
In which full many had with haplesse doole ^ 
Beene suncke, of wliom no memorie did stay : 
Whose circled waters rapt with whirling sway. 
Like to a resdesse wheele, still ronning round. 
Did covet, as they passed by that way, 
To draw their bote within the utmost ' bound 

Of his wide labyrinth, and then to have them dround. 

> Ckated, checkered. ' Remr'd, j-ecaTCred. 

■ Mapria, miitake. * Doott, loiToir. 

' Hazardizt, baaudooi iitUBtian. ' I/tmut, outniMt. 

XIX. B.'—Migkl her backs rico^t.'] Might c&dw her to fo back < 
b« removed off the qaickaand. 
TOL. II. 12 
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XXI- 

But th' heedful Boteman stnwgly Ibitb &d strclcb 
His brawnie amies, and all his bodie stniine, 
That th' utmoGl sandy breach they shortly fetcli, 
Whiles the dredd daimger does behind lemaino. 
Suddeine they see IroRi midst of all the maioe 
The surging waters like a mountaine rise, 
And the great sea, puft up with proud disdaine, 
To swell above the measure of his guise, 
As threatning to devoure all tliat his powre despise. 
XXU. 
The waves come rolling, and the biltowes rore 
Outragiously, as ' they enraged wwe. 
Or wrathful] Neptune did them drive before 
His whiriing choret for exceeding feare ; 
For not one puffe of winde lliorc did appeare; 
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Spring'headed hydros ; and sea-^KwIdiing whales. 
Great whlripooles, which all Gshes make to flee; 
Bright scolopendraes aimd with sllrer scales ; 

Mighty monoceros with immeasaied ' tayles ; 
XXIV. 

■ Tlie dreadliil fish, that hath dcserr'd the name 
Of Death, and like him lookes in dieadliill hew; 
The griesly wasserman, that makes his game 
The flying ships with swiftnes to pursew ; 
The honible sea-satyre, that doth shew 
His feareHill &ce in time of greatest stomie ; 
Huge ^U5, whom manners eschew 
No lesse than rockes, as travellers infbnne ; 

And greedy rosmarines widi visages- deferaw : 

> tmrntatiaeAt inmeMnnble, 



XXIII. 6. — ^pruv^Awdcd ijwlru.] Hydra* with Iwadf q^riB|^ 
(Void their bodies. 

XXIII. 6. — Sca-tkemUHiig mlmUt.] Bo cdled from tho qnantitj of 
wttei Ihej diiphM in mar'mg. 

XXill. 7. — OTBot ttkirlpooUs.} Whirlpool, s Utge fiih of tb* wbala ' 
kind; a g«nen] nune, like Iniotian, Iot uij Urge fiifa. 

XXlU.S. — SeeloptnJr**!.} Scotopetutra a the nuue of the eentt- 
pede, and is alio applied to a aen-fiah rewmbling iL 

XXUI. 9— JfoiuKoiu.] The aea-nnicDrD, or pcthapa the (word- 
fiih. The word ia a Gieek one, meaning 'one-homed.' 

XXIV. 1.— Tht drtiuifulfiMh.'] Thia ia the Walnii^ or Mine, {Mart 
being the X^tin for death,) a marine quadniped round io tiie polar 

XXIV. 3. — Tls grialy aantmuat.'] This ia an imapnaiy tnontter 
luppoaed to dvell in the Ka, in the aliape of a man. 
XXIV. 5.—EaTTitU ita-tatyn.'] This Gdi, too, ia a creature of the 

XXlV.l. — Hugtz^iu.] Frobablj Xiphiai, which U tho aword- 
liah. Olana Ma^oa, howerer, deacribei under the name of Z^fiut a 
liuge and formidable fiah, which, aa ha Imlj aaya, ia like nothing elae. 

XXIV.Q. — Grady Tomaritut.'] Thia ia an iniaginai? "■■■^nint^ 
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XXV. 
All these, and thousand thousands maay idor. 
And more delbnned monslen thousand Ibid, 
With dreadftill noise and hollow rombling rare 
Came ruslung, in the 6xr.y wa\ies enrold,' 
Wliich seem'd to fly for feare them to beliold : 
Ne wonder, if these did die Knight appall ; 
For all that here on eaitli we dreadfuU Itold, 
Be but as bugs to fearen " babes withall, 
Compared lo the creatures in the seas enlrall.^ 
XXVI. 
" Feare nought," tlicn sajde ihe Palmer well ariz'd, 
" For tliese same monsters are not tliese in deed. 
But arc into these fearefull shapes disgulz'd 
By tliat same wicked Witch, to worke us dreed, 
And draw from on this ioumey to proceed," 
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At last they in an Island did espy 
A se^nely ^ Maiden, stling by the shoe. 
That with great soitow and sad agony 
Seemed some great misfixtune to deplore, 

Andlowd to them kx succour called ev&mae. 
XXVUI. 
Wliich Guyon hearing, streight bis Palmer bad 
To stere the bote towards tbat doleMI Mayd, 
Tbat be might know and ease her sonow sad : 
Who, him avizbg better, to him sayd ; 
" Faire Sir, be not displeasd if disobayd : 
For ill it were to heaAen lo her cry ; 
For she is inly nothing ill apayd ' ; 
But onely wtMianish fine (brgery. 

Vour stubbome hart t' aSsxA with firaile infinmty : 
XXIX. 
" To which when she your courage ^ hath indind 
Through foolish pitty, then her guilefiill bayt 
She will erabosome deeper in your mind, 
And for your rube at the last awayt." 
The Knight was ruled, and the Boteman strayt 
Held on his course with stayed * stedJiistoesse, 
Ne ever shroncke, ne ever sought to bayt ' 
His tiyed aimes lor toylesome wearinesse : 

But with his oares did sweepe the watry wSdemesse. 
XXX. 
And now they nigh approched to the sted " 
Whereas those Mctmayds dwelt : It was a still 
And calmy bay, on tfa' one dde sheltered 

> 3tmity, oomelj. < Stayed, eomtant. 

■ lU oftyd, dktnMCd. * 5ay(, imL 

■ Cmngt, betit, nuDd. * 8U4, plM*- 

12 • 



Whh ibe twode shadow- o( an hooiie tuD ; 

On tfa' other side an high rocke toured stiD, 

That t«-izt ibem both a pleasaimt port ihej- made, 

And did like an halfe theatre Ail^: 

Tbne those fine Sbtets bad canlinuall tnde^* 

And usd to bath tbemselTes in that decctptAiU shade. 
XXXI. 
Thejr were (aire Ladies, till they (bndly striv'd 
With th' Heliconian Maides for naystBTj ; 
Of whom ihcy over-conien were depriv'd 
Of their pruud bc^utie, and tb' ooe noojity 
Translbnn'd to fish for ih«r bold surquediy ' ; 
But th' upper halfe th^ hew retayned still, 
And ih^ sweet skill in wonted melody ; 
Which ever after they abusd to ill, 

'P allure weake Iraveillers, whom gotten they did kill. 
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Here may thy stonne-bett vessell safely lyde ; 

This is the Port of rest from troublous toyle, 
The worldes sweet In ' fiom paine and wearisome tunnoyle." 
xxxiri. 

\\^th that the rollinv sea, resounding sofi. 

In hb big base them fidy aDswered ; 

And on the rocke the wares breaking alod 

A solcmne meane^ uDto them measured ; 

Tlie whiles sweet zephyrus lowd whisteled 

His treble, a straunge kinde of harmony ; 

Which Guyons senses sofdy tickeled. 

That lie the Boteman bad row easily, 
And let him heare some part of their rare melod]'. 
XXXIV. 

But him tlie Palmer fiom that vanity 

With temperate advice discounselled, 

That they it past, and shortly gan descry 

The land to which their course they levelled ' ; 

When sudddnly a grosse fog over spred 

With his dull vapour all that desert has, 

And heavens chearefull face enveloped, 

That all things one, and one as nothing was, 
And this great universe secmd one confused mas. 
XXXV. 

Thereat they greatly were dtsmayd, ne wist * 

How to direct theyr way in darkenes wide. 

But feard to wander in that wasteful! mist, 

For toinhlirg into mischiefe unespyde: 

Worse is the daungcr hidden then * dcscride. 



XXXV. 4. — For UnMuig.'] Lnt tbr^ ilKmlil tambls or ft 



t40 Txx. riE 

Aai nb liex -n:l.«d -rbp cxza c£^ od 9^ 



And fidaU bsds abom ifaem flocked ra^ 
Sucb ai br nattire iDen abhofra and hue ; 
Tbt: ill-fasie ' asie, ckaifaE (faeadnfl lossa^en ; 
The boon ni^-nToi, tramp (^ dolcAill Atn*; 
The Idberinnged batt, dayes enkoT ; 
The raeSM sirich,' still wahiag on tbc boc * ; 
Tlw whutler dmll, that whoso heares doth Ay ; 
TIk b«41i^ hafp)'e5, piopbets of sad destiny : 
XXSVTL 
All those, and all that els does hocror bteed, 
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Tlien forth the noble Guyon sallied, 
And hia sage Palmer that him governed ; 
Bui th' other by his bote behind did stay. 
They marched fayrly forth, of nought ydred,' 
Doth fiimely armd for every hard assay, 

With constancy and care, gainst daunjer and dismay. 
XXXIX. 
Ere long they heard an hideous bellowing 
Of many beasts, that roard outrageously, 
As if that hungers poynt or Venus sting 
Had them enraged with fell surquedry ^ ; 
Yet nought they feard, but past on hardily, 
Untill they came in vew of those wilde beasts. 
Who all attonce, gaping full greedily, 
And rearing fercely the'ur upstanng ^ crests, 

Ran towards to devoure those unexpected guests. 

XL. 

But, soona as they approcht with deadly threat. 
The Palmer over- them his stafie upheld, 
His mighty stadb, that could all charmes defeat: 
Eftesoones* their stubbome corages were queld, 
And high advaunced crests downe meekely feld'; 
Instead of fraying " they themselves did feare, 
And trembled, as them passing they beheld : 

' Ydnd, afraid. * Eflaoona, inaUtiU;. 

' Sargutdry, insolence. • Fdd, were felled, 

' Cpstaring, high-sdyinced. • Fraipng, terrifying. 



\\..'i. — Uititaffeiiphild:\ Id Ihc fineenth book oTtbe Jenuolcm 
Drlivcrcd, (fhim which Spcnier bai dniwn aome of the incidcntj ind 
deicriptioiu of Ihii canto,} the knights Churles md Ubaldo encounter 
Tuious wild bculs on their way to the (inrdnna of Annida, which an 
•endered h«rnilp» by holding a charmed rod over them. The Tittoei 
of tbia itaff eipren tbat power otct the inferior appetite*, wh'wh ipTiilga 
Ihim habilt of temperance and aelf-control. 
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Such %1-ondituis powre did in that stafie appcarc, 
All monstds to subdew to him that did it beotc 
XU. 
or that same wood it lram*d was cunningly, 
Of wliicb Caduceus wtiUome ' was made, 
CaducGus, the rod of Mercuiy, 
Witli which he wonis the Stygian leahnes inrade 
Through ghastly horror and eternall shade ; 
Th' infemal] feends with it he can asswage, 
And Orcus tame, whome nothing can peisuade. 
And rule the Fuiyes when they most doe rage : 
Such vertue in his staSe had eke this Palmer sage, 
XLII. 
Tlience passing forth, they shortly doe airyve 
Whereas the Bowre of Blisse was situate ; 
A place pickt out hy choyce of l«st alj-re, 
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But AVisedomes powre, and Temperaunces might. 

By which the mightiest things effi)rced bin ' : 

And eke the gate was wrought of substaonce light, 
Rather for pleasure then ibr battery or GghL 
XLIV. 

Yt Iramed was of precious yvoiy, 

That secmd a worke of admirable wilt ; 

And therein all the famous bbloiy 

Of lason and Medxa was ywrilt ; 

Her mighty chaimes, her furious loving fitt ; 

His goodly conquest of the golden fleece, 

His lalsed &yth, and bve too Ughdy flitt" ; 

The wondied^ Argo, which in venturous peece 
First through the Eu^e seas bore all the Sowr of Greece. 
XLV. 

Ye might have seene the frothy biUowes fiy * 

Under the ship as thorough them sbe went, 

That seemd the waves were into yvory. 

Or yvory into the waves were sent ; 

And otherwhere ^ the snowy substaunce sprent * 

With vermeil,^ like the boyes blood theran shed, 

' Bin,heea,ne. ' OiAensAcre, in another place. ' 

■ FUa, departed. * Sprmt, iprinkled, 

■ IFondnd, wandered at or admired. ^ VermtU, rermilion. 
' FrT/jtaue,. 



XLIV. 1.— n/-anud uxu, Jtc.] TuM deutibci Uu galet of tlw 
palaceof AnDid&ai being of lilver, on which weic irranght the ttorie* 
of Hereoletand lole, and of Antony and Cleopaln. — Jer. Dil., canto 
XV!. 

XLIV.8. — /Nvnlinviufcen.] Ptaemu fbnneriy oaed todeiig- 
nato a caitle, o. any large itTuctiire. Hence it ia here applied to a 

XLV.6. — Tll< ioyci Uood.] Hedea put to death the children abe 
had bj Jami, and pnmiled Crenaa, the deMJned wife of Jaaon, with 
m •■ehanted pmnent, which eonaiuned her to aabei. 
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A piteous spectacle did represent ; 

And othenvliiles with gold besprinkeled 
Yt seemed tli* enchaunted flame, which did Creusa wed. 
XLVI. 

All this and more might in tliat goodly gate 

Be red, that ever open stood to all 

IVhich thether came ; but in the porch there sate 

A comely personage of stature tail. 

And semblaunce pleasing, more then naturall, 

That traveileis to him seemd to entize ; 

His looser gannent to the ground did fall, 

And flew about his heeles in wanton wizc, 
Not fitt lor speedy pace or manly exercise. 
XLVII. 

They in that place him Genius did call : 

Not that celesUall Powre, to whom llie care 
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But this same was to that quite contrary, 

The foe of life, that good envies to all, 

ITiat secretly doth us procure to fall 

Through guilefiiU semblants,' which he mokes us see: 

He of litis Gardin had the goremall,^ 

And Pleasures Porter was devizd to bee, 
Holding a slafie in hand for more Ibrnialitee. 
XLIX. 

Witli diverse flowres he daintily was deckt, 

And strowed rownd about; and by his ade 

A mighty mazer ^ bowle of wine was sett. 

As if it had to him bene sacrifide ; 

Wherewith all new-come guests he gratyGdc : 

So did he eke Sir Guyon passing by ; 

But he his ydle curtesle defide. 

And overthrew his bowle disdainfully, 
And broke his stafie, with which he charmed semblants sly. 
L. 

Thus being entred, they behold arownd 

A large and spacious plaine, on every side 

Strowed with pleasauns*; whose fayre grassy grownd 

Mantled with greene, and goodly beautifide 

^Vlth all the ornaments of Floracs pride, 

Wherewith her mother Art, as halfe in scome 

Of niggard Nature, like a pompous biidc 

> SrtnUanU, ^uitoma, appeuTmces. < CorernaU, govenuncnt. 
* Maur, Dudc of miple. * ritataaiu, objects iiupirinE pleMure. , 

t»j of Jupiter Bad Tens, and othen, of Jupiter and a womiui into 

whom the Rock Agdni bud bMn changed, which rock BUpplied tin 

Iraginenti which Ueucalion and Pptha used in repeopting the world. 

XLIX. 9. — HttAanatd nnManU tlyl] 'Hccnnjured up thin phan- 

TOL. tt. 13 
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IKd decke her, and loo lavishly adome, 

When forth from virgin bowre she comes in th' eariy nxxne. 
LI. 
Thereto ' the heavena alwayes joviall 
Lookte on them lovely, still in sted&st state, 
Ne su&ed storme nor Irosl on them to &11, 
Thedr tender buds or leaves to nolate ; 
Nor scorching heat, nor cold intemperate, 
T afflict the creatures which therein (Ud dwell ; 
But the milde ayre with season moderate 
Gently attempred, and disposd so well, 

lliat still it breathed forth sweet spirit^ and holesom smell : 



More sweet and tiolesome then the pleasaunt hill 
Of Rhodope, on which the nimphe, that bore 
A gyauDt babe, herselfe lor griefe did kill ; 
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To sincke into his sence, nor mind affect; 

But passed Ibnb, and lookt still forward tight, 

Biydling his will and mayslering ' his nugfat : 

Till that he came unto another gate : 

No gate, hut like one, being goodly dight " 

With bowes and braunches, which did broad dilate 

Their claspmg annes in wanton wreathings btiicate : 
LIV. 
So fashicHied a porch with rare derice, 
Archt over head with an eiDbrucbg vine, 
Whose bounches hanging downe seemd to entice 
All passeis-by to taste their lusbious wine, 
And did themselves into their hands incline. 
As freely o&eiing to be gatbeicd ; 
Some deepe empuipled as the hyacine,^ 
Some as the mbine * laughing sweetdy red, 

Some like &ire emeraudes,* not yet well ripened : 
LV. 
And them amraigst scmie were of bumisht gdd. 
So made by ait to beaud^ the rest, 
Which did themselves ^nongst the leaves enfijd, 
As lurking from the vew of covetous guest, 
That the weake bougbes with so rich load opprest 
Dki bow adowne as ovethurd^ied. 
Under that porch a comely Dame did rest 
Clad in fayre weedes' but fowle disord««d. 

And garments loose tliat seemd unmeet lor womanhed : 
LVI. 
In her left band a cup of gold she held, 
And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 

' Mayttaing, contntlling. * RuKnt, rob;. 

■ Diglu, ■domed. * Entrai 

' Byadiu, bjicinlli, or juintli. • Wudtr, elathet. 
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Wltosc sappy liquor, that with flilnesse sweld, 
Into her cup she scnizd ' with dalntie breach 
Of her fine fingera, without fowlo empeach,' 
That so faire winepresse made the wine more swcoi : 
Tliereof she usd to give to diinke to each, 
Whom passing by she happened to meet: 
It was her guise all straungets goodly so to greet. 
LVII. 
So she to Guyon offi«d it to tast ; 
Who, taking it out of her tender Itond, 
The cup to ground did violently cast, 
That all in peeces it was broken foad,^ 
Aiid with the liquor stained all the lond : 
Whereat Excesse exceedmly was wroth, 
Yet no'te * the same am^d, ne yet withstond, 
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And] that wtucli all faire workes doth most a 

Tlie art, which all that wrought, appeared !n no place. 
LIX. 
One would have thought, (so cunningly the rode 
And scomed partes were mingled with the fine,) 
Tliat Nature had for wautonesse ensude' 
Art, and that Art at Nature did repine ; 
So striving each th' other to undermine, 
Each did the others v/orko more beau^ ; 
So differing both in willes agreed in fine^: 
So all agreed, thnnigh sweete diveisity, 
This Gardm to adonie with all variety. 
LX. 
And in the midst of all a fbuntaine stood. 
Of richest substance that on earth might bee. 
So pure and shiny that the ^rer flood 
Through every channell running one might see ; 
Most goodly it with curious ymageree 
Was over-wrought, and shapes of naked boyes, 
Of which some seenid with lively iollitee 
To fly about playing their wanton toyes,* 
Whylest otben did themselves embay' in liquid iojea, 
LSI. 
And ovn all of purest gold was spred 
A trayle of yvie in his native hew ; 
For the rich metall was ao coloured. 
That wight, who did not well avis'd it vew, 

' jSggraa, give gnce to. * Toyu, iportl. 

■ E/uudi, followed, or imitateil. > £tiitoy, bathe. 

■ Infiu, in tbe end. 



LXI.4.— nat»^lt,&<i.] 'ThatutjoneTbodidnot^MrHwiai 

13* 
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Would surely deemc it to bee yvie Oew ; 
Low his lascivious amies adonii did creepe, 
That themselves dipping in the silver dew 
Their fleecy flowTes they feareruUy did steepe. 

Which drops of cliristall seenid for wanlonea to weep. 
LXII. 
Infinit streames continually did well ' 
Out of thb fountaine, sweet aod falre to sec, 
The which into an ample laver fell. 
And shortly grew to so great quantitie, 
That like a litlc lake it secmd to bee ; 
Whose depth exceeded not three cubits hight, 
That through the waves one might the bottom see, 
All pav'd beneath with jaspar shining bright. 

That seemd the fountaine in that sea did sayle upright. 
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Her plong, as over-raaystered by might, 
Where both awhile would covered retnaine, 
A.nd each the other &oin to rise restiaine ; 
The whiles their snowy lirabes, as through a rele, 
So through the christall waves appeared plaine : 
Then suddeinly boih would themselves unhele,* 

And ih' amorous sweet spolles to greedy eyes rei*ele. 
LXV. 
As that faire starre, the messenger of mome, 
His deawy face out of the sea doth reare : 
Or as the Cyprian goddesse, ne^vly borne 
Of til' ocean's fruitful! jroih, did iirst appeare : 
Such seemed they, and so tlieir yellow heare 
Christallino humor dropped downe apace. 
Whom such when Guyon saw, he drew him ncare, 
And somewhat gan relent ^ his earnest pace ; 

His stubbomo brest gan secret pleasaunce to embrace. 
LXVr. 
The wanton Maidens him espying, stood 
Gazing awhile at his unwonted guise ; 
Then th' one herselfe low ducked in the flood, 
Abasht that her a straunger did avise ^ : 
But th' other rather higher did anse, 
And her two lilly paps aloft displayd, 
And all, that might his melting hart entyse 

' IMtle, expose. * RtlaU, lUcken. * Aviie, perceire. 

LXV. I. — A Uuitfairi ilaTre, &c.] 

'*As when the momiDg itu eacaped snd Bed 
From greedy vavea with dcvfy beuni opfliei ; 
Or u the queen of love, new-bom and bred 
Of th' ocean's fimitful froth did fint uin." 

FAimrAi'i Tauo, cuito XV. dun LX. 
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To ber delists, ^ imlo Um bewnyd ; 
The rest, bkld uademeath, hini more desbtxa mide. 

Livn. 

With that the other Ukev-be up arase, 
And her &ire lockes, which Jbrmeriy were hownd 
Up m one knoO, she lav adowne did kne, 
Which flowing kng and thick ber cloih'd arownd, 
And tb' yvotie in golden mantle gownd ' : 
So that Jaire spectacle from him was reft,* 
Yet that which relt' it no lesse faire was fbwnd : 
So bidd ID lockes and waves fiom lookeis theft, 
Nought hut her lovely iace she {or his looking left. 
LXVIII. 
Witball she laughed, and she blusht witball, 
That blushing to her laughter gave mrae grace, 
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For here the end of all our travi^l b: 
Here wonnes * Acrasia, whom we must si 

Els she will slip away, and all our drift * despise." 
LXX. 
Ertsoones^ they heard a most melodious sound, 
or all ihat mote deliglit a daintie eare, 
Sucli as attonce might not on living ground, 
Save in this paradise, be heard elsewhere ; 
Right hard it was for wight which did it heare, 
To read * what manner musicke that mote bee ; 
For all that pleasing is to living eare 
Was diere consorted in one haimonee ; 

Birdes, voices, instruments, windes, waters, all agree : 
LSXl. 
The ioyous birdes, shrouded in chearefull shade, 
Thar notes unto the voice attempred sweet ; 
Th' angelicall soft trembling voyces made 
To th' instruments dinne respondence meet ; 
The silver40unding instniments did meet 
With the base raurmure of the waters fell ; 
The waters lall witli difference discreet, 
Now soft, now loud, unto the wind did call ; 
The gentle warbling wind low answered to all. 
LKXII. 
There, whence tliat musick seemed lieard to bee, 
Was the faire Witch herselfe now solacmg 

■ Womia, dwelli. 
• Drift, aim, purpoiK. 

LXX. 1. — I^ftsoona, &c.] Nothing cui be conceived of more &d- 
■nimble tliin tlie rich and elibonte hu-mony of thia and the tacceeding 
■tuiu. The nme thought 11 contained in a itonzi oF TuM ; but Spcn- 
■er hai gnatlj expanded and embelliihed it Crom hi* own affluent 
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Willi a Dew lover, whom, through sOTceree 
And witcliciaf:, she fnxn fiure did theiher bring: 
Tliere she had him now laid a slombering 
In secrete shade after long wanton ioyes ; 
^Vbilst round about them pleasaundy did ^g 
Many laire ladies and lascivious boyes, 
That ever nuxt their song with light licentious toj'cs.' 
LXXIII. 
And all that while right over him she hong 
With her false ' eyes fast fixed m his aght. 
As seeking mediune whence she was stong, 
Or greedily depasturing delight; 
And ofl inclining downe with kisses light, 
For feare of waking him, bis lips bedewd, 
And through his humid eyes did sucke his sprigfat, 
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In springing fiowre the inutge of llty day! 
Ah ! see the virgin me, how sweelli/ she 
Doth Jirst peepe foortk with bash/att modestu, 
"ntatjairer setmes the lesse ye see her may I 
Lo ! see some after how more hold and fret 
Her bared bosome the doth broad display ; 
Lo! see soone after how she fades and falls away! 

LXXV. 
Sopasseth, in the passing of a day, 
Ofmortall life the Uafe, the bud, the Jiome ; 
Ne more dothfiorish after first decay, 
That"^ earst' was sotight to deck both bed and bowre 
Of many a lady, and many a paramowre ! 
Gather therefore the rose whilest yet is prime. 
For soone comes age that wiU her pride defiovere : 
Gather the rose of love whilest yet is time, 
ffhilest loving thou mayst loved he taith equall prime.^ 

LXXVI. 
He ceast ; aad Ibes gan all the quire of lurdes 
Their diverse notes t' attune luito bis lay. 
As in approraunce * of his pleasing wordes. 

' VM, th&t whioh. * With equall crime, to an eqa&I defne, 
' Eant, before. < Approtaunct, ■pproval. 

" So, in the pswing of ■ day, doth pan 
Tha bud uid blonom of die life of mui, 
Nor ere doth floniiih more, but like the gnu 
Cnt down, becometh irithered, pale uid wui ; 
O gather then the row while time than hut, 
Short ia the day, done when it acant began ; 
Gather the roae of We, while yet than may'tt, 
Lorijig, be loved ; embracing, be embraced." 
LXXIV. a — n< imtgi rflkY day.'] • The emblem of thy life.' 
LXXV.6.— irUaty«i*jn-tai«.] 'While it ■■ yet euly.' 
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The constant * Payre heard all that he did say, 
Yet swarred not, but kept their forward way 
Through many covert groves and thickets close. 
In which (liey creeping did at last display' 
That wanton Lady witli her lover lose, 
Whose sleepie head slie in her tap did soft dispose. 
LSXVll. 

y^ As faint through heat, or dight ^ to pleasmil sin ; 
^ And was arayd, or rather disarayd, 
\ All in a veic of silke and silver ihiii, 
\ That hid no wliit lier aJablaster skin, 
\ Bui rather shewd mons white, if more might bee : 
y More subtile ■* web Ar-icline cannot spin ; 
\ Nor the fine nets, which oft we woven see 
\ Of scorched deaw. do not Jn tli' avre more lidnlv flee 
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Fisile harts, yet quenclied not ; like starry light, [bright. 

Which, sparckling on the ^ent waves, does seeme more 
txxix. 
The young man, sleepbg by her, seeind to be 
Some goodly swayne of honorable place ' ; 
That certes' it great pilly was to see 
Him his nobility so fowle delace: 
A sweet regard and amiable grace, 
Mixed with manly steniesse, did appeare, 
Yet sleeping, in lus well-proportiond face ; 
And on his tender lips the downy heare 

Did now but fieshly spring, and silken blossoms beare. 
LXXX. 
His warlike arraes, the ydle instnimenCs 
Of sleeping praise, were hong upon a tree ; 
And bis brave shield, full of old moninients,^ 
Was fi>wly ras't,* that none the signes might see ; 
Ne ibr tliem ne for honour cared hce, 
Ne ought that did to his advauncement tend ; 
But in lewd loves, and wastAiIl luzuree. 
His dayes, his goods, his bodie he did spend ; 

O homble enchantment, that him so did blend ' ' 
LXXXI. 
The noble Elfe and carefidl Palmer drew 
So nigh them, minding nought but lustitill game, 
That sudd^e forth they on them rusht, and tht«w 
A subtile net, which only for that same 
The skilfiill Palmer formally * did frame : 

I Place, nnk. * Ru'l, eimd. 

' Cerlu, certainly. ' Blend, blind. 

' JIfenmuaJj, iruirki, or memoTidi. * Forvudly, expiMdy 

LXXXI. 4.— i'tv Oiat jmu.] ' For tlwt pnrpoM.' 
TOI. II. 14 
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S» bdd taem iin<l«r East ; the wldes the rett 
Fled all tway for feare of lowler shxnie. 
Tbe laire Eochauntresse, so unwaies opptcst, 

IVyde all ber aits and all her sleigfats tbence out to wrest ' ; 
LXXXII. 
And Ae ber lover strore ; but all id vaine : 
For ibat same net so cunningly was woood, 
Tbat oeilber guile nor Jofce mjgjit it distrainc* 
Thfy looke them both, and both tbem strongly bound 
Id captive baodes, which there tbey leadie fixind : 
But btf in chaines of adamant he tyie ; 
For DoduDg else might keepe her safe and sound : 
But Verdant (so he bight ') he soone un^de. 

And counsell sage m steed thereof to him appljde. 
LXXXIII. 
But all those pleasaunt bowies, aod pallace fanve/ 
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Chaim'd those wfld beasts that n^d with fuiie mad ; 

Which, now awaking, fieice at them gan &j. 

As in their Mistresse leskew, whom they lad ' ; 

But them the Palmer soone did pacify. [£i ly. 

Then Guyon askt, what meant those beastea which Atm 
LXXXV. 
Sayd he ; " These seeming beasts are mm in deed. 
Whom this Enchauntresse hath transfimned thus ; 
Whylome" her loTcre, which her lustes did feed, 
Now turned into figures hideous, 
According lo their mindes like monstruous." 
" Sad end," quoth he, " of life inleroperate, 
And moumeftiQ meed of ioyes delicious ! 
But, Palmer, if it mole thee so aggrate,* 

Let them returned be unto th^ fonner state." 

LXXXVI. 

Straghtway he with his rertuous stafie them strooke, 
And streight of beastes they comely men became ; 
Yet being men they did unmanly looke, 
And stared ghastly ; some for mward shame. 
And some for wrath to see their captive Dame : 
But one above the rest in speciall * 
That had an hog beene late, bight ' Grylle by name, 
Repyned greatly, and did him miscall " 
l^t had fixjm hoggish f(Hme him brought to naturall. 

> Lai, led. * In spedail, eipeciallj. 

■ Wlj/Umt, formerly. ' Higit, railed. 

* JggrmU, pleue. ' MitcaU, abiue. 

LXXXVI. 7. — Bighi GrytU.} In I dlalogna b; Plutarch, GrjUuf, 
■ compuiion of UItmc*, who had been changed into a iwiiM by Gree, 
holdt ■ converMtion with hin, and refinea to be reatoted to lui hnmaa 
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LXXXVIt. 
Saide Guyon ; " See the mind of beastly man, 
lliat Iiath so soonc forgot the excdlence 
Of his creatioa, when he life began, 
Hiat now he cbooseth with vile difierence 
To be a beast, and lacke btelligence 1 " 
To wbcKD the Palmer thus ; " The dongtiill Idnde 
Ddi^tes in filth and ibwle incontinence : 
hot Gryll be G17II, and have his hoggish ounde; 
But let us hence depart whilest wether serves and winde." 





THE THIRDE BOOKE 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 



THE LSOEND OW BBITOMARTIS, OR OF CHASTITr. 

It falls mo here to write of Chastity, 
That fayrest vertue, far above the rest : 
For which what needes me fetch from Faery 
Forreine ensamples it to have exprest? 
Sith * it is shiined in my Soremiaes brest, 
And fortnd so lively in each perfect pait, 
That to all Ladies, which have it profest, 
Need but beliold the pourtraict of her hart ; 
If pourtrayd it might bee by any living ait: 
11. 
But living art inay not least part expresse. 
Nor life-resembling pencill it can paynt ; 
All* were it Zeuxis or Praxiteles, 
His diedalfi^ hand would faile and greatly faynt, 

■ aUh, nnoe. ■ Ml, ollhonch. * DitiaU, akilM. 

I.I.— A>U* au lUre M wrif* of Ciutily.] Th* raltleet of tl 
book enaUM tlifl poet, in hii introduction, (o pay lonie deliola cua 
flimenti to the** Virgin l)neen," to whom it ii ftddmMd. 
14* 
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And ber peHecUoos with bis exror Ujnt : 
Ne poets wit(, that passelh painter &m 
In picturing the parts of beauty daynt,^ 
So hard a wc^emanship adventure daire. 

For fear through want of words her exc^ence lo mane. 
II [. 
How then shall I, apprentice of the skill 
That whilome' in divinest wils did rayne, 
Presume so high to stretch mine hiunble quill ? 
Tet now my luckelesse lott doth ma coostrajme 
Hoeto perforce : But, O dredd Soverayne, 
rbus &i forth pardon, sith ' that cbtncest witt 
Cannot your glorious pourtiaict figure playne, 
lliat I in colourd sbowcs may shadow itt, 

And ^tique praises unto present persCKis Gtt. 
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But let that same delitJous poet lend 
A little leave unto a nisticke Muse 
To sing his Mistiesse prayse ; and let him mend 
If ought amis her liking may abuse : 
Ne let his fayrcst Cynthia refuse 
In miiTours more then ' one herselfe to see ; 
But either Glociana let her chuse, 
Or in Belpboebe fashioned to bee ; 
In tb' one her rale, in tli' other her rare chasljte& 



> nen, UuD. 
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CANTO I. 

Gu7on cncoaotrcth Bntomut: 
Fijre Florimell is chsced; 

Dueeaaes tnuneB snd Malecas- 
Uea cbmnpiom are defaced. 



The £imous Briton PiiDce and Fseiy Knight, 
After long ways and perilous paines endur'd. 
Having their weary limbes to perfect plight 
Reslord, and sory wounds right well lecur'd, 
Of the laire Alma greatly were procur'd ' 
To mnke tlicre lenser^ soioume and abode; 
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With a Strong gard, all reskew (o prevent. 
And her to Faeiy Court safe to convay; 
That her for witnes of his hard assay^ 
Unto hjs Faery Queene be might present : 
But he himselfe betooke another way, 
To moke more triall of his hardiment,' 
And seek adventures, as he with Prince Arthure went. 

HI. 
Long so they travelled through wastefoll wayes, 
Where daungera dwelt, and perib most did wonne,' 
To hunt for glory and renowmed prayse : * 
Full many countreyes they did oveironne, 
From the uprifong to the setting sunne, 
And many hard adventures did atchieve ; 
Of all the which they lionour ever wonne. 
Seeking the weake oppressed to relieve, 
And to recover right for such as wrong did grieve. 

iV. 
At last, as through an open plalne they yode,' 
They spide a Knight that towards pricked fejrre ; 
And him bedde an aged Squire there rode, 
That seemd to couch * under his shidd three-square. 
As if that age hadd him that burden spare. 
And yield it (hose that stouter could it wield : 
He, them espying, gan himselfe prepare. 
And on hb atme addresse his goodly shield 
That bore a Ikm passant in a golden 6eld. 

V. 
Which seeing good Sir Guyon deare besought 
The Prince, of grace, to let him ronne that lume. 

' HerdimeiU ecnmge. * Yode, went. 

• ITem^ dw«U. * Cmuh, bend. 
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He graunted : then the Faery quickly nn^t* 
His poynant^ speiire, and sharply gan to Spume' 
His fijmy steed, whose fieiy feete did bume 
The verdant gras as be thereon did tread; 
Ne did the other backe bis foole retume. 
But fiercely forward came withouten dread, 
And bent his dreadful spcare against the othen bead. 
VI. 
They beene ymett, and both theyr points airiv'd; 
But Gujron drove so fiirious and fell, 
That*8eenid both shield and plate it would have riv'd ; 
Natfaelesse it bore his foe not &tm bis sell,* 
But made him stagger, as ^ he were not well : 
But Guyoo selfe, ere well he was aware, 
Nigh a speares length behmd his crouper fell ; 
Yet in his fiill 90 well bimselfe he bare. 
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Let not thee grieve dismounted to have beene, 
And brought to giownd, that never wast before ; 
For not thy feult, but secret powre unseene ; 

Tliat speare enchaunted was which layd thee on the grceoe ! 
VIII. 
But weenedst thou what wight thee overthrew, 
Much greater griefe and shamefiiller regretl 
For thy hard fortune then thou wouldst renew, 
Thai of a ^gle Damzell thou wert melt 
On equall plame, and there so hard besett : 
Even the famous Britomart it was. 
Whom straunge adventure did from Britayne fett ' 
To seeke her lover (love far sought alas !) 

Whose image shee had seene in Venus looking-glas. 
IS. 
Full of disdainefiill wrath, he fierce uprose 
For to revenge that fbwle reprochefull shame, 
And snatching his bright sword began lo close 
With her on foot, and stoutly forward came ; 
Dye rather would he then ' endure Uiat same. 
Which when his Pahner saw, he gan to feare 
Hb toward ' perill, and untoward blame,* 
Which by that new rencounter he should reare ^ ; 

For Death sate on the point of that enchaunted speare : 

I Fett, fetch. < Blame, iajnry. 

■ nrnjOan. ' Rtan, nae, bring upon hinuelr. 

' TmBard, near it hand. 



VU. 9. — TlUa tpaiTt t7uhaiattd.'\ Thii apear, u we ue aabae- 
quenlly infonoed, wu nude \>j Blulud bj "magic art." See book HI. 
ewXo III. itanu LX. 

VIII. 0.— Whon inagt, &c.} This incident b told at length in th* 



Am nsDB^ witKB inzi ^b C^k p^bwsk 
Xoc fe> pmoke onidbRmK, BBT B wvcne 
Ifiisiieafa (fe&abBa meodwidi exneJlhlaife, 
For by in mi^bde neace Ete had kok 
The werete Tcnne of dm wcapoa fceeBe^ 
Tbatmxun fuwuiaw r mote not wkfaamd: 
?(Mlii^ en «aiib nxxe ahnies happr^ beene' 
Gicat bazajd were it, and adiuuise nod. 
To hxae loDs-^oaeii hairw with cmk m3 hood.' 



Bf iDcfa good memoes be h 
Ffom ptDsecMJng his nrren^og nge : 
And eke the Prnce Qw Ireatf liaw*l«4i-<lj 
Hii wfaihfiiO wOl »-idi lEason lo xsm^gt ; 
And laid the Uame, hoc io his caimge. 
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Ne annes to bear against the others syde : 
In which accord ' the Piince vas also plaste, 
And with that golden chaine of conctxtl tyds : 

So goodly all agreed, they fbrtli yfere " did lyde. 
XIII. 
O, goodly usage of those antique tymes, 
In which the sword was servaunt unto light ; 
When not Tor malice and contentious ciyraes, 
But all for prayse, and proofe of manly might, 
The martiall brood accustomed to Gght : 
Then honour was the meed of victory, 
And yet the i-anquished had no despi^t: 
Let later age that noble use' env^,* 

Vyle rancor to avc»d and cruel surquedry • ! 
XIV. 
Long they thus traveiled in IHendly wise, 
Through countreyes waste, and eke well edifyde,* 
Seeking adventures hard, to exercise 
Their puissaunce, whylome ' fiill demly * Oyde : 
At, lengtli they came into a forest wyde, 
Whose hideous horror and sad trembling sownd 
Full griesly " seemd : Therein they long did rydo. 
Yet tract of living creature none they fownd. 

Save beares, lyons, and buls, which nmied them aiownd 
XV. 
All suddenly out of the thickest brush, 
Upon a milk-white pallrey all alone, 



< Jc€Ord, tgittmeaL ' Edtfi/da, boilt, or feopM. 

■ }7«r«, together. ' tPIjifaiM, fonserlr. 

■ Ort, cnttom. * Dernlj, amaMj. 

* Etay, emulate. * Oriahf, pMj, tettible. 
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A goodi J Ladf did fixcbj' ' tbem lo^ 
WboM &ce Ad secme as deare as chrisuD stooe, 
And eke, tiuoog^ leare, as white as wlnle booe : 
Her gannents all were w ro u g til of beaten gold, 
And aU ber steed «'ith tmseU trappings sbooe. 
Which Oedd so last that DOtbtog mote him bold. 
And Kane them leasure gave ber passing (o bd>old. 

IVI. 

SdD as she fledd her eye she backward threw. 
As feaimg enll that potnsewd ber fast ; 
And ber lake jtSkm locks behind her flew, 
Loosdj dispeist with puff of evexy blast : 
All as a Uaang staire doth (aire outcast 
His beaiie* beames, and flaming lockes di5[»edd, 
At nght whereof the people stand aghast ; 
But the sage wisard tellcs, as be has redd, 
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XVIII. 
Which outrage when those gentle Kni^ts did see, 
Full of great envy and fell gealosy 
Tliey stayd not to aviso ' who first should bee, 
But all spurd ader, fast as tbey mote fly, 
To reskew her from shamefiiU nllany. 
The Pricce and Guyon equally bylive' 
Herselfe pursewd, io hope to win iherehy 
Most goodly meede, the fairest Dame alive : 

But atUr the foule fostw^ Timias did strive. 
XIX. 
The whiles &ire Brilomait, whose constant mind 
Would not so lightly follow Beauties chace, 
Ne reckt of Ladies love, did stay behynd ; 
And them awayted there a certaine space, 
To weet * if they would turoe backe to that place : 
But, when she saw them gone, she forward went, 
As lay her iourney, through that perlous ^ pace, 
With sted^ corage and stout bardiment ' ; 

Ne evil thing she leard, oe evill thing she menL 
XX. 
At last, as nigh out of the wood she came, 
A stately Castle far away she spyde, 

* Bylive, miUntlj. ' Pcrlm*, penloni. 

' Fmter, fomler. * Hardimaii, boldiwB. 

XVIII. 2. — fWI i^£Tiat envy, Ac] Eney I lake here to be nwd 
in the wnw of eronktioa, and gealory, oTiDdigDatian. 

XVIEI. 6. — 7l< Priiui and Guyan, &c,] Theie adTentmei u« 
momrd in canto IV. lUnu XLV. and canto VI. itanu LIV. 

XVin. 0. — 7fn£iw.] Timiaa if Prince Arthur'* aqnire, anppoMd to 
ttjmtieat Sir W. Raleigh. 

IIX. 7. — Pbm.] Thia ia conjectoTed to be the I^ench wcfidpri*, 
couctiy, Anglicised. 
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To vfaicb bei steps ifirecd j she did ftame.* 
That Caide was most goodlf e^fy&c* 
And pbste lor pleasorc nigb that fairest syde : 
Bat bin befate ibe gate a spatious ^jttt, 
MaplhJ with greene, hselie did spredden ' nyde. 
On which die saw sx Eni^ts, that did dairayne * 
Fioi battaiO against one with cnidl mi^t and majn?. 
XXI. 
Mund^ * tbe^ aO attonce upon him laid, 
And sore beset on enry ade aiownd, 
That ni|^ be breatblesse grew, yet nought dismaid, 
Ne ent to them yidded foot of gnm-nd, 
All * had he lost much blood through many a wownd ; 
But stoutly dealt lus blowes, and ereiy way, 
To wbicb he turned in his wiathliill stowod,^ 
Made them recoile, and fly from dredd decay, 
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Unlo his reskew, and with earnest cry 
Badd those same sixe Ibrbeare that single enhny. 

sxin. 
But to her ciy they list not lenden eare, 
lie ought the more their mighlie strokes surceaase ' ; 
But, gathering him rownd about more neare. 
Their direfiiU rancour rather did encreasse ; 
Till that she rushing through the thickest preasse' 
Perforce disparted ^ their compacted gyre,* 
And soone cotnpeld to hearken unto peace : 
Tlio * gan she myldly of them to inquyre 
The cause of their disscntion and outrageous yre, 

X5IV. 
Whereto that single Knigbt did answere frame ; 
" These six would me enforce, by oddes of might, 
To chaunge my liefe,' and love another dame; 
That death me liefer ^ were then such despigbt, 
So unto wrong to yield my wrested right : 
For I love one, the truest one on grownd, 
Ne list me chaunge ; she th' Errant Damzell hjgbt': 
For whose deare sake full many a bitter slownd' 
I have endurd, and tasted many a bloody wownd." 

XKV. 
" Certes," " said she, " then beene ye sixe to blame. 
To weene your wrong by force to iustify : 

■ SuTCeoMtt, lesTe off. * Li^t, lore. 

^ • Preatae, prera. ' I^'r, preferihle. 

' ■ Duparttd, broke. • Hif At, u eallBd. 

• Gyri, circle. • SmoU, unnlt. 

* no, then. ** Ctrta, eertainlT. 

XSIV.7. — W &IW1I ftwwH.] Thii bUii»,wboi»«bo«dle« 
the BrnuU DamoiM in book D. euito I. itann XIX. 
15* 



Far Km^ to Wre bas Lad j vne fftai dm» 
IIbI bitfrfr^^ B ; and beaer woe lo dr. 
AD lone b ksse, aod lese tbe tn&my, 
ThcD ' lone of lore lo tuni ihzt knres tmt one : 
Ne maj Lore be ompdd by makteiy ' ; 
Far, aoaot as nahterj ' comes, s«-eet Lore anonc 
Takcdi In nimble winges, and soooe a«-ay is gooe." 
XXTI. 
Then qnke one of ibose six ; -- Tboe dvelleili hoe 
Within dm casde-ik-all a Ladj brrc, 
WhoK goraaine beautie bath do bving pent ; 
Thereto' so bounteous and 90 debooajre,* 
That aever any mote »-iib ber compajre : 



e hath ordaind this bw, which 



we appfore. 



Tlat eraj Kni^t which doth this «-ay repayre, 
In case be have no Lddy nor no Lore, 
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" Perdy," ' stud Britomait, " the cholse is hard ! 
But what reward had he that overcame? " 
" He should advaunced bee to high regard," 

Said they, " and bare our Ladies love lor his reward. 
XXVIII. 
"Therefore aread,* Sir, if thou have a Love." 
" Love have I sure," quoth she, " but Lady iKwie ; 
Yet will I not fit) mine owne Love remove, 
Ne to your Lady will I sendee done,^ 
But \Mreake your wrtmges wrought to this Knight alone, 
And prove bis cause." With that, her mortall spcare 
She mightily aventred * towards one, 
And downe bim smot ere well aware he wcare ^ ; 

Then to the next she rode, and downe the next did beare. 
XXIX. 
Ne did she stay till three on ground she layd, 
That none of them himselfe could rcare againe : 
The fourth was by that other Knight disniayd,' 
All ^ were he weaiie of his former paine ; 
That now there do but two of six remaine ; 
\Vhich two did yield before she did them smight. 
" Ab ! " said she then, " now may ye all see plaine. 
That Truth is strong, and trew Love most of might, 

Tliat f(» his trus^ servaunts doth so strongly Gght." 
XXX. 
" Too well we see," saide they, " and prove too well 
Our iaulty weakenes, and your matchlesse might: 

' Ftriy, trnlj. ' Wtart, were. 

■ Jrtad, eiplaiu, declare. * Dirmayd, sabdued. 

* Anu, do. ' All, although. 

* AvtMrtd, poshed tt > Tenlme. 

XXVln. 6. — Butunait, &c,] ' Bnt BTenge tbs wroap jm bm 
done ta tbia kDi{bt in ittirking him iloiie.' 
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Forthjr,' faire Sir, yours be tbe Damozell, 
Which by her owne law to your lot doth Ugbt, 
And we your liegemen faith unto you plight." 
So undetneath lier feet their swords they mard,' 
And, afler, her besought, well as they might. 
To enter in and reape the dew reward : 
She grauntcd ; and llien in tliey all togetlier lar'd. 
XXXI. 
Long were it to describe the goodly Ihunc 
And stately port of Castle Joyeous, 
(For so that Castle highi ' by common name,) 
Where they were entcrtaynd with courteous 
And comely glee of many gratlous 
Faire Ladies, and of many a gentle Knight; 
Who, through a chamber long and spacious, 
Eflsoones* them brought unto their Ladies sight, 
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xxxm. 
These stranger Knights, tluxHigh passing, Sorlb were 
Into an inner rowme, whose royaitee 
And rich purveyance • might unealh ' be red ' ; 
Mote Princes place beseeme so deckt to bee. 
Which stately manner whenas they did see, 
The image of superfluous riotize, 
Exceeding much the state of meane * degree, 
They greatly wondred whence so sumptuous guiza 

Might be majntaynd, and each gan diversely devize. 
XXXIV. 
The wals were round about apparelled 
With costly clothes of Arms and of Toura ; 
In which with cunnbg' hand was pourtrabed 
The love of Venus and her paramoure. 
The hyre Adonis, turned to a flowre ; 
A worke of rare device and wondrous wH. 
First did it shew the bitter baleliill stowre,* 
Which her assayd with many a fervent fit, 

When 6i5t her tender hart was with his beautie unit : 
XXXV. 
Then with what sleights and sweet allurements she 
En^st the boy, as well that art she knew. 



m, fiimiliue. * Meant, modenLte. 

* Vntadi, Bcarcely. ■ Curamg, tkiUnl. 

* lUd, detcribcil. ' Sloart, paMion. 

XXXUT. i,—Mo!t Priiuet, &e.] The meaning of the line », tll>t 
tite itj-le ofembelliihrnent would be soitable to > prince'i palace. 

XXXIV.2. — Cfortuo/'Jmuanrfof roiire.] Tapeitr; made at tlie 
e'ltjea of Airas and Tours. — Woiton ceasurca Spcmei for Ihia amtch- 
roniim, which lemiDda one of the fanlt foond bf certain pbilosophen 
with Plato for illDding to the ring of GjgeR, which made tbe wear«r 
inriaible, becaiuo there never waa aach a ring, in point of fiwt. See 
Wbateley'i Rbet. p. 67. 
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And wooed him her paramouce to bee ; 
Now cnaking girlonds of each flowte that grew, 
To crowne his golden lockes with honour dew ; 
Now leading him into a secret shade 
Prom liis beauperes,' and &(Hn bright hearens vew, 
Where him to slecpe she gently would perswadn, 
Or batlie him in a fountaine by some covert glade : 
XXXVI. 
And, whilst he slept, she oyer him would spred 
Her mantle colour'd like the stany skyes. 
And her soft aime lay underneath his bed, 
And with ambrosiall kisses bathe his eyes ; 
And, whilst he bath'd, with her two crafiy spycs" 
She secretly would search each daintie lim, 
And throw into the well sweet losemaryes, 
AnH fragrant violsts. and paunces ^ trim ; 





Deadly cngored of a great wilde bore ; 
And by his side the goddesse groveling 
Makes fof him endlesse mone, and evermore 
With her soft garment wipes away the gore 
Which staynes his snowy skin with hatefull hew : 
Bui, when she saw no hclpe might him restore, 
Hun to a dainty flowre she did transmew,* 

Which in that cloth was wrought, as if it lively grew. 
XXXIX. 
So was that chamber clad in goodly wize : 
And rownd about it many beds were dight,' 
As whylome ^ was the antique worldes guize, 
Some for untimely ease, some for delight, 
As pleased them to use that use it might: 
And all was liill of Damzels and of Squyres, 
Dauncing and reveling both day and night, 
And swimming deepe in sensuall desyres ; 

And Cupid sbll emongest them kindled lustfuU fyns. 
XL. 
And all the while sweet Musicke did divide 
Her looser notes with Lydian hamiony ; 
And all the while sweete birdes thereto appUde 
Their daintie layes and dulcet melody, 
Ay caroling of love and iollily, 
That wtmd^ was to heare their trim cons6rt.* 

' Tnmmae, change. ' IFhylojnt, fomierlj. 

* Dight, prepttred. * THni emtsilrt, pleuing conoMI 



XXZVIU. B._ J AnnlyJEoun.] The u 
XL. 9: — WUh Lyiimi Aannony.] The Lydian rnnno wu m fp otoi 
Itt b* of a Mil and votuptnom ehancler. Thna DrTden— 
■■ SofUj nreet, in Ljitta meMotet, 
Boon be wothed his lonl to pleimM." 






ecf ibui 



Tbean 1^7- vov boon* to 1=01 si«t tafci 
Wbom tbcT Jm nA jj o J B g 00 s Mi ' i i i WifW H bod 
Tbu ^D«d ail vim giJd lad g*"f»— « ^r*~. 
As ft*^ pnud PdaiD iw wf iw i acaEHmed : 
Sbe Kand > Jtxaaa of gnal bomrtrfaed 
And of tare bcxoiie, san^ tfaai »**^'— —^ 
Her wanUn eyes (31 agnes of wooamhed) 
IHd rail loo Ii^hIt, jhH too cAoi etaniic^ 
Wflbom FBgaid of grace or coindj ju i fmunw .' 
XLJI. 
Long worice il wtxe, and needlese, to denie * 
Hieir goodlj eoleftainemem and great ^ee : 
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Breakes fcrth her ^ver beames, and her bright bed 
Discovers to tbe world discomfited ; 
Of the poore traveller that went astray 
With thousand bles^gs she is heried ' : 
Such was die beauue and the shining ray, 

With which fayre Briunnart gave light unto tbe day. 
XLIV. 
And eke those six, which lately with ber Ibugfat, 
Now were disannd, and did themselves present 
Unto her vew, and company unsought ; 
For they all seemed courteous and gent,' 
And all »xe brethren, borne of one parent. 
Which bad them iraynd in all civiUtee, 
And goodly taught to till and tumament ; 
Now were they IJegmen to this Lddie Iree, 

And her Knights-service ought,^ to hcdd of her in fee. 
XLV. 
The first of them by name Gardanle bight,* 
A iolly ' person, and of ctMnely vew ; 
The second was Parlante, a bold Knight ; 

' Btried, pniied. * Gtnt, iccompliibed. ' Onglil, oved. 
* Highl, called. • leOs, lu 



XLlll. 6. — Dittmtfitd.'] Dbconeerted t.t the temponr; olMcim- 
^on of the moon. 

XLIV. 9. — Knigku-iemue ought.] The tenare bj koigbtHemce 
wu the DUMt honorable one known to the Engliah liw. To conatitate 
il, > delenmnale qnanlitj of land, called ■. " knight'i fee," wai necei- 
aarj ; and the tenant wu obliged to attend (he Irad of whom he held to 
the mr fbr^ daji in cTeiy year, if called npon. 

XLV.l. — Tit firrt if Hem, &JS.} Tbe nainea of Iheae «i penau 
*n appropriate to the altendanti upon Matteatta, or Incontinence. 
Gariaui mcana a gaier, or oglcri ParlaMl, a prattler; hetKll, a 
jeiter; fUeuntJ, one who kioeii Bacchaidi, a drinker of wine, and 
JVoctaiilJ, a rereller by night. 
VOI» II. 16 



Aad mal IdIohi bmoc' did ^hev ' ; 
Baaaaak c&d HcstiUe exS eoHlKHe shev ; 
Btafiane Ba e tii»inf aeaoi lopM^ fcatt ; 
Aiad jeD if xjidk \octmc ^<e>«r fTr«^: 
AH WOK Bm Kiagjds. acd "DoAt v<I1 iMjttt 

Botlo&ke Briunan tber all bm ^adowcs beese. 
ILTL 
For Aae wts fiill of amnUe gncp 
Aad manljr utror imxed tbeTwiilaQ ; 
Tbat af ibe ooe stkd up aSecbcms faace. 
So tfa' otber ifid iDefB raA deaes afoll. 
And hoM (bem backe that would in enor fall: 
As bee that hath espide a vam^ me. 
To whacb sharp ibonies and brens* Uie way tr- 
Dare not far dread his hard)- hand expcne. 

But, widiiag it far (^, his ydle wiA doch lose- 
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And into tennes of open outrage brust,' 
That plaiue discovered her incontinence ; 
Ne reckt shee wbo her meaning did mistiust ; 
For she was ^ven all to fleshly lust, - 
And poured forth in sensuall deljght, 
That all regard of shame she had discust,' 
And meet respect of honor put to flight : 

So shamelesse beauty soone becomes a loathly aght. 
XLIX. 
Fairs Ladies, that to love captived arre, 
And chaste desires doe nourish in your mind, 
Let not her &ult your sweete afiections roaire ; 
Ne bbtt the bounty^ of all womankind 
'Mongst thousands good, one wanton dame to fiod: 
Eraongst the roses grow some wicked weeds : 
For this was not to love, but lust, inclind ; 
For love does alw^es bring forth bounteous^ deeds, 

And in each gentle hart desire of honor breeds. 
L. 

Nought so of love this looser Dame did skiU,' 
But as a cole to kindle fleshly flame, 
Giving the bridle to her wanton will, 
And treading under foote her honest name : 
Such lov- is hate, and such desire is shame. 
Still did she rove ^ at her with crafty glaunce 
Of her false eies, that at her hart did ayme, 
And told her meaning m her countenaunce : 
But Britomart dissembled it with ignoraunce. 

' Rnut, burst ' Bmmtemu, geneioni, noble. 

* DUaal, thrown off. > S/all, anienttnd. 

* Bounty, ([oodnen. * Sme, ihoot. 



L. S. — Dutemiled it mtk ignoramet.] Appeared H if iha did n 
perceive or undenland bei conduct 
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Supper was shortly dight,' and downe they salt ; 
Where they were served with all sumptuous fare; 
Whiles fmitTull Ceres and Lysus fatt 
Pourd out their plenty, without spight ^ or spate ; 
Nought wanted there diat dainty was and rare: 
And aye the cups their bancks did oreiflow ; 
And aye betwcene the cups she did prepare 
Way to her love, and secret darts did throw ; 
But Britomart would not such guilMl message know. 
Ul. 
So, when they slaked had the fervent heat 
Of appetite with meates of every sort, 
The Lady did faire Britomart entreat 
Her to disaime, and with dellghtfull sport 
To loose her warlike limhs and strong cSort : 
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That, but if* she did lend her short reliefe 
And doe her corofort, she mote algates * dye. 
But tho chaste DamzeU, that had never priefo^ 
Of such malengino* and fine forgeiye," 

Did fsisely beleeve her strong extremityo. 
LIV. 
Full easy was for her to have heliefe. 
Who by self-feeling of her feeble sexe, 
And by long triall of the inward griefo 
Wherewith imperious love her hart did vexe, 
Could iudge what paines doe loving harts perplexe. 
Wlio means no guile, be gulled soonest shall, 
And to laire semblaunce dotli light* faith annexe : 
The bird, that knowes not the &lso (bwlers call, 

Into his hidden nett full easely doth &1I. 
LV. 
Forthy ^ she would not in discourteise wise ' 
Scome tlie faire offer of good will profesi ; 
For great rebuke^ It is love to despise. 
Or rudely sdeigne '" a gentle harts I'equest ; 
But with faire coimtcnaunce, as beseemed best, 
Her entertaynd ; nath'lesse shee inly deemd 
Her love too light, to wooe a wandring guest; 

> Bui if, nnlm. * LiglU, read;. 

■ AlgeUa, nt all events. ' ForAy, thei«rare. 

' Fri^e, proof. • DiMcourteUt tout, iiMcomtemtij. 

* Mi^aiguit, gaOe. * Rdukt, rudeness. 

> FoTgeryt, deceit. " Sdeigne, disdain. 



I>V. 6. — Jfalk'lette tket inly dtetni.'] Britomut tiealed Halecaita 
Gonrlecnuly, but deemed bei love to be of a veiy It^lit and &li>oloiu 
chaiacter, to be pratfeRd lo a cbanea gaxat like henelfj while Htle- 
cmU interpreted iIk eourtesf of Britomart to be BTideDce of a like pa*- 
■ion in the breast of the supposed knight. 
16" 
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Which sbe nuaconstniiDg, tlxr^j tsteemi 
That fiom like ioA-ard Gre that outwud soiobe had steemd. 
LVl. 
Therewith awhile she ber flit ' fancy kdd, 
Till she mote wimie fit time fiv her desire ; 
But jet her wound still in«'ard freshly bledd, 
And through ber bones Ibe false instilled fire 
Did spred itsdfe, and venime close* inspire. 
Tho ' were the tables taken all away ; 
And every Knight, and every gentle Squire, 
Gan choose has Dame with baadomam gay, 
^Vith \Avxa he ment to make his sport and courtly play. 
LVII. 
Stnne fell to daunce ; some fell to hazardiy * ; 
Some to make love ; some to make meryment ; 
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Them to betake unto their kjndlj rest: 

Eftesoones ' long waxen torches weren light 

Unto their bowres ' to guyden every guest : 

Tho,^ when the Britonesse saw all the rest 

Avoided quite, she gan herselfe despoUe, 

And safe commht to her soft fethercd nest ; 

Wher through long watch, and late daics weary toile. 

She soundly slept, and careiull thoughts did quite assoile.* 
LIX. 
Now whenas a.'] the world in silence deepe 
Yshrowded was, and every mortall wight 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly sleepe ; 
Faire Malecasta, whose engrievcd spright 
Could find no rest in such perplexed plight, 
lightly arose out of her wearie bed, 
And, under the blacke vele of guilty night. 
Her with a scarlolt mantle covered 

That was with gold and ermines faire enveloped. 
LX, 
Then panting softe, and trembling every ioynt, 
Her fearful] feete towards the bowre * she mov'd, 
Where she for secret purpose did appoynt 
To lodge the wariike Maide, unwisely loov'd ; 
And, to her bed approching, first she proov'd 
Whether she slept or wakte : with her sofic hand 
She softely felt if any member moov'd, 

' Eftaoona, immedintply. • AftoUe, pat off, 

' Bmeret, clunibcn. * Bmert, chamlicr. 

■ The, then. 

LVIII. 5.— allAtTtsI 

Avoided quiu.} That dl the othen had deputed, i 
Uut (he m* alone. 
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And lent her wary eare to imdentand 
If any puile of breath or agnc of sence sfaee fond. 
LXl. 
Wliich wkenas ncrae she food, with easy shiAe, 
For feare least her unwares she should abrayd,' 
Tb' embrodeiM quilt she Ughdy up did liAe, 
And by her dde heiselfe she softly layd, 
Of eveiy finest fiogeis touch affiayd ; 
Ne any noise she made, ne w-orde she spake, 
But biy aghd. At last the royall Mayd 
Out of her quiet slomber did awake, 
And chaungd her weary side the better ease to take. 
LXIl. 
Where feeling one close couched by h^ side, 
She lighdy lept out of her filed' bedd. 
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Tlieir Lady lying on the sencelesse grownd : 
Oq ih' other side they saw the warlike Mayd 
Al in her snow-white smocke, with locks unbownd, 
Threatning the point of her avenging blade ; 
That with so troublous tenor they were all dismayd. 
LXtV. 
About tlieir Ladye first they flockt arownd ; 
Whom baring laid in comfortable couch, 
Shordy they reard out of her frosen swownd ; 
And afterwardes they gan with fowte reproch 
To stirre up strife, ?nd troublous contecke' broch': 
But, by ensample of the last dayes losse. 
None of them rashly durat to her approch, 
Ne in so glorious spoile themselves embosse^: 
Her succourd eke the Champion of the Bloody Crosso. 
LXV. 
But one of those sixe knights, Gardante hight,* 
Drew out a deadly bow and arrow keene, 
Which forth ho sent with fclonous despight' 
And fell intent against the Vu-gin sheene': 
Tlie mortall Steele stayd not tlU it was seene 
To gore her side ; yet was the wound not deepe. 
But lightly rased her soU ^ken skin, 
That drops of purple blood thereout did weepe, 
Which did her lilly smock with staines of vermeil sleep. 
LXVI. 
Wherewith enrag'd she fiercely at them fiew, 

' CoiUetke, canteotioa. < Hight, Damei. 

' Broii, broach, commence, t Fdmtout dapighl, nicked malice 

* EitboMat, adorn. ' Sitent, ahining, bright. 



LXIII. 5. — Lying on ike tenctlast grmeiid,'] Lyiag acnielesa an 
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And whb ber bnunr svacA mboai ber l^d. 
That none of tbem faule nuscturie cooU fsdiew,* 
■ But «-i[h ber dreadfiiD stinkes woe all cfismajil : 
Here, tbere, and evety vbere, about ber swajd 
Her mathfiiE Steele, that none mote h abj'de ; 
And Ae the Rfdciosse Knight gave her |god ayd. 
Ay ioTniog foot to foot, and ^de to syde ; 
That in short space thdr foes ib^ bare quite teniTyde. 
LXVU. 
Tho,* wbenas all were put (o sbamefiiQ flight. 
The noble Bntomaitis ber arayd. 
And her bright aimcs about her body dight': 
For nothing would she lenger * tbeie be stayd. 
Where so loose life, aud so ungentle trade,* 
Was osd of* Knightes and Ladies seenung gent': 
So, earely, ere the grosse eanbes gryesy ^ shade 
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CANTO II. 



The Redcrosse Knigbt to Britomoit 

Describeth Aitegall : 
The wondroiB Myrrhour, by which she 

In love with bim did fall. 



Here have I cause in men iust blame to 6nd, 
That in th^ proper praise loo paniall bee, 
And not iiidifiei«nt ' to woman kind, 
To whom no share in armes and chevalree 
They doe impart, ne niaken memoree 
Of their brare gestes ' and prowesse martial! : 
Scaise doe they spare to one, or two, or three, 
Rowme in thdr writtes ^ ; y^ the same wiitbg small 
Does all th«r deedes deface, and dims their glories all. 
11. 
But by recM of antique times I finde 
That weraen wont in warres to beare most sway. 
And to all great exploites themselves inclin'd, 
Of which they still the girlond bore away ; 
Till envious men, fearing their niles decay, 
Gan coyne streight* lawes to curb thar liberty ; 
Yet, silb ' they warlike aimes have laJde away, 

' htdifferent, imputii]. * Strtigbt, «tri«t. 

■ Gutet, deedi. • Xtjt, «ince. 

' WriUeM, writiiin. 



n. G. — narraludMay.] The declim of their own airtlioritj 



Tbtj baTc KscM in ules md polEcy, 
That now we Sat^^ men ibal pnjrse gin An if tBwf. 

IIL 
Of waiQi^e pajsmnce in ages spent,* 
Be tboD, {toe Britoaiari, whtee pnyx I wiyte ; 
But of aD n-tsedtxn bee tbou precedent, 
O BOTenune Qtieene, whose pnvse I vtwld eodyle, 
Eoditc I would as dewtie doth excyte ; 
But ab '. my ijoks too lude and nigged aire, 
Wbea in* so lug^ an obieci tbey doe Ijte, 
And, Btririog 6t (o make, I feare, doe mane : 
ThyseUe thy piayses tell, and make tbein knowoi Aire. 



She, trav^Ung with Guyon, by the way 
or Bondiy thinges falre purpose ^ gaa to 6nd, 

T' aliridg ihcir ioumcy long and Ungrinr; day : 
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Hiereat she ^ghing sofUy had no powre 

To speake awhSc, ne ready answers make ; 

But with hart-thiilling throbs and bitter stowre,* 

As if she had a fever fill, did quake, 

And every dalnUe limbe with hoirour shake ; 

And ever and anone the rosy red 

Flasht through her face, as ^ it had bcene a flako ^ 

Of lightning through bright heren fulinined : 

At last, tlie passion past, she thus him answered : 
vr. 
" Faire Sir, I let you weete,* Uiat from the bowre 
I taken was fiom noui^cs tender pap, 
I have been trained up in warlike stowre,^ 
To tossen ^ speare and shield, and to affiup ' 
The warlike lyder to his most mishap ; 
Sitbence ^ I loathed have my life to lead, 
As Ladies wont, in Pleasures wanton lap. 
To finger the Gne needle and nyce thread ; 

Me lever" were with point of foemans speare behead. 
VII, 
"All my delight on deedes of amies is sett, 
To bunt out perilles and adventures hard, 
By sea, by land, whereso they may be mett, 
Onely for honour and for high regard, 

' Stovrre, emotion. ' Totsm, toss, brandiah. I 

* J*, la if. ' ■^ffrap, strike down. 

* fTals, flash. * Silkaae, since. 

* Lit y(m towte, inTonn you. * Ma Itter, I would ntlici. 
' Sbmrc, exercises. 

V1.4.— ^luttsaJTrop, &«.] And to strike down the wKclike rider 
in foch a wajr as most eSkctusUj U> disable bim. 
TOI. II. 17 
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Without respect of richesse or reward : 
For siich intent into these partes I came, 
Withoul^i compasse or witliouten card, 
Far fix> my native soyle, that is by name 

The Greater Biytayne, here to seeke for praise and Cime. 
VIII. 
" Fame blazed hath, Uiat here in Faery Lond 
Doe many famous Knightes and Ladies wonne,' 
And many straunge adventures to bee fond, 
Of which great worth and worship' may be wonoe : 
Which to prove, I this voyage have begonoe. 
But mote I weet ^ of you, right courteous Knight, 
Tydings of one that hadi unto me donne 
Late foule dishonour and reprochfull spigbt, 

The which I seek to wreake,* and Arthegall he higjrt.' " 
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At lilt or tourney, or like wari'ike game, 
The noble Artbegall hath ever borne th^ name. 
X. 
" Forthy * great wonder were it, if such shame 
Should ever entw in his bounteous ' thought, 
Or ever doe that mote deserven blame : 
The noble corage ^ never wecneth ought 
Tliat may unworthy of itselfe be thoughL 
Therefore, faire Damzell, be ye well aware, 
Least that too fane ye have your sorrow sought : 
You and your Countrey both I wish welfare, 
And hoTKXir both ; for each of other worthy aie." 
X!. 
The royall Maid woxe inly wondrous glad, 
To heare her Love so highly magnifyde ; 
And ioyd that ever she affixed had 
Her hart on Knight so goodly glorifyde. 
However finely she it faind to hyde. 
The loving mother, that nine monethes did beaie 
In the deare closett of her painefiill syde 
Her t^der babe, it seeing safe appeare, 
Doth not 90 much reioyce as she reioyced ihesre. 
XII. 
But to occasion htm to further talke, 
To feed her humor with his pleasing style, 

■ Fertiy, theterore. ■ Bmtntemu, generoni, noUe, 

* Coragt, beut, miad. 

IX. 9. — Bona At winu.] That u, of gentle, or aceorapliihed. 

X. 4. — TluiiMa cormgc, &c.] 'The noble mind never enteilainam 
thought ontTorthj of itself. Therefore, fair dunael, be cireAil (o 
•icertun the truth, le«t you ihoDld diicover that jou hare been 
alreadj too lar on > wrong cohtm in aearch of the CBOee of joiu 



I'laqr •»«»»» fcE-rat j« p^ip» » OD^fc,* 
It ii h a nft x M s 1 K=££il </ SEBfbf szi. 
S u r Ji e T« laT« fcaa bogted. la besCTie 

In dBJUt cif Kinzfacbood. u I iv^ctj can mpxt. 

xni 
'' L«t bee ^ tfaerefcr? idv Tenreaoacc to <isivade. 
And nod,* where I that Fsjiav* Use nay find.** 
" Ab ! but if reason bke m^fat ron posvade 
To liake your «-nib, and atdMy jnv nand," 
Said he, " perhaps jv ahauU it better find : 
For har£e tbnng it is, to n^eoie bj- mi^ 
llut man to bard cootfitioDS to faind ; 
Or ever hope to match in equaD 6gfat, 
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Defending Ladies cause and Orphans right, 
Whereso he heares that any doth confownd 
Them (XMnfortJesse through tyranny or might ; 

So is his soveraine honour nusde to hevens hig^it." 
XV. 
His feeling wordes her feeble sence much pleased,' 
And softly sunck into her molten hart : 
Hart, that is inly hurt, is greatly eased 
With hope of thing that may allegge ' his smart ; 
For pleasing wordes are like to magick art, 
That doth the charmed snake in slomber lay: 
Such secrete ease fell gentle Britomart, 
Yet list ' the same efforce ^ with fiund gainesay ; 

(So dischord ofte in musick makes the sweeter lay ;) 
XVI. 
And sayd ; " Sir Knight, these ydle tenmes forbears ; 
And, silh * it b uneath ' to find his haunt. 
Tell me some markes by which he may appeare, 
If chaunce I him encounter paravaunt^; 
For perdy ' one shall other slay, or daunt : [stedd, 

What shape, what shield, what armes, what steed, what 
And whatso else his person most may vaunt ^ 7 " 
All whkih the Redcrosse Knight to pomt ared,' 

And bim in everie part before her fashioned. 
XVII. 
Yet him in everie part before she knew, 

> JllUggt, alleTiale. ' Farceauai, peradvenlDre. 

* Li$t, preferred. ' Pttdy, trulj. 

' Effbnt, (ttufgle igaiiut. ' Faunt, dispUy . 

* SfUt, lince. * To poinl artd, exaeilj ie»enbed. 

* UmfUt, difficult. 



XVI. 6.— mat KmU.] What manner of penoo. 
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However list * hex now her Imowledge hjuey 
Stb * him whyloote ' in Briujite she did vew. 
To her revealed in a Minhour plajne ; 
Whereof did grow her first engrafied* p^yne. 
Whose nxrt and sulke so Wtter yet did taste, 
That, but the fiuit more sweetnes did cmitayne. 
Her wrctcbed dayes in dolour^ she mole waste, 
And yield the pray of lore to lothsome death at last, 
xvin. 
By straunge occaaon she did him behold. 
And much more straungely gan to love his agfat. 
As It in bookes hath written bcene of old. 
In Deheubanh, that now South-Wales js lijght,' 
What time king Ryence raign'd and dealed right, 
The great Magitico MeHin had deviz'd, 
By bis deepe science and hell-dreaded might, 
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XX. 

Who wonders not, that reades so wondrous worke i 
But who does wonder, that has red tlie Towre 
Wherein th' Aegyptian Phao long did lurke 
From all mens vew, thai none might her discotm,* 
Yet she might all men vew out of her bowre ' ? 
Great Ptolomiee it for hb Lemans sake 
Ybuilded all of glasse, by mag^ke powre, 
And also it impregnable did make ; 

Yet, when his Love was false, he with a peaze ^ it brake. 
XXI. 
Such was the glassy Globe that Merlin made, 
And gave unto king Ryence for his gard,* 
That never foes his kingdome might invade, 
But he it knew at home before he hard * 
Tydings thereof, and so them still debar'd : 
It was a famous present for a Prince, 
And worthy worke of infinite reward, 
That treasons could bewray, and foes convince': 

Happy this reahne, had it remayned ever since ! 
XXII. 
One day it fortuned fayre Britomait 

' Disamrt, ditcorer. * Card, protection. 

* Botort, chambei, BpaitmenL * Hunt, lieard. 

* Petnt, violent blow. • Convince, oirertlirow. 



XX. 6.— Ci-Ml Ptolomire.] This ii probably Ptolemy the Mtrono- 
mer, who, like Virgil, wn* probably inrcated with Hie honon of a 
Duglcian, during the middle ages. The Eouree from which Spenser 
derired the itory 1 have not been able to ascertain. 

XXI. \. — Tht gletty Globe.] Magic globes or mirrors are frc- 
qaentljr mentioned in romantic literature. The Teadcr will recollect 
the beautiful Teraei in " The Lay of the Lait Mirutrel," deacribing an 
intanriew between the Earl of Surrey and Cornelius Agrippa, in which 
the latter ahowed him the I.edy Geraldine in oue of theae minora. 
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Into her falbeis closet to repayre ; 
For DOtbing l>e bxa hex leseiv'i aput. 
Being his ooely daug;hter and bis bayre ; 
Where wbeo she hail espj-de that Minfaour &yie, 
Heiselle awbfle (herein she re«'d in Taine : 
Tbo,' her anzing ' of the veitues rare 
Wliicb thereof spoken were, sbe gan againe 
Her to bethinke of that mote to bet^Ife pCTtaine. 
XXItl. 
But as it falleth, in the gentlest harts 
Imperious Love hath highest set his thiDoe, 
And tyrannizeth in the bitter smarts 
Of them, that to him buxome' are and pione: 
So thought this Mayd (as maydens use to dooe) 
Whom fortune foe her husband would allot ; 
Not lliat slie lusted after a 
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Portly his person was, and mucli increast 
Tlirough lib heroicke grace and honorable gest.' 
XXV. 
His crest was covered with a couchaDt hownd. 
And all hb armour seemd of antique mould, 
But wondrous massy and assured sownd, 
And round about ylretted ^ all with gold. 
In which there written was, with cypheis old, 
Achilles armes which Arthegall did win .* 
And on bis shield enveloped sevenfold 
He bore a crowned little emiilin,' 
That deckt the azure field with her fajnre pouldced * dcin. 
XXVI. 
The Damzell well did yew his peisonage,' 
And liked well ; ne fiiriher fastned not. 
But went her way ; ne her unguilty ^ age 
Did weene,' unwares, that her unlucky lot 
Lay hidden in the bottorae of the pot : 
Of hurt unwist * most daunger doth redound : 
But the &Ise archer, which that arrow shot 
So slyly that she did not feele the wound, 
Did smyle full smoothly at her weetlesse ' wofiiU stoond." 
XXVIl. 
Thenceforth the fether in her lofty crest, 

' Ge*l, demeuior. * VnguUty, nnnupecting 

• YfrrUed, tdomed with ftct-work. ' tVane, think. 

• EnKilin, ermine. ' Umeiit, unknown. 

• Pouldrtd, ipotted. • Wettlatc, nncomeiouj. 
' F'lrniiuig'e, penonal appearance. '* Sim nd, grief. 

XXV. ^.—AdtiUa armrt, &C.] Arthegall ia the hero of the fifth 
booh; but ire are not infonned how he came bjr the unu of Aclulki. 

XXVI. 3.~M farther fatHud not.' Her thonghU dwelt no mora 
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KulTed ' of Love, gan lowly to availe ' ; 
And her prowd portaunce' and ber piincdy gcst,< 
With wliich she earst' tryumphed, now did quaile; 
Sad, solemne, sowre, and full of fancies fiaile, 
She woxe ; yet n ist ^ she nether how, nor why ; 
She wist ' not, silly Mayd, what she did aile, 
Yet wisl ^ she was nol well at ease perdy ' ; 
Yet thought it was not love, but some melancholy. 
XXVIII. 
So soone as Night had with her pallid hew 
Defastc * the beautie of the shyning skye. 
And refte from men the worldes desired vew. 
She with her nourse adowne to sleepe did lye ; 
But sleepe fiUI far away from her did fly : 
Instead thereof sad sighes and sorrowcs deepe 
Kept watch and ward about her warily , 
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Tho ' gan she to renew her fbmier smart, 
And thinke of that fayre visage written in her hart. 
XXX. 
One night, when she was tost witli such unrest, 
Her aged nouise, whose name was Glauce hight," 
Feeling her Icape out of her loathed nest, 
Betwixt her feeble annes her quickly keight,' 
And downe againe in her warme bed her dight* : 
" Ah ! my deare daughter, ah ! my dearest dread,* 
What imcoulh*fit," sayd she, "what evill plight 
Hath thee opprest, and with sad drearybead ' 
Chaunged thy lively cheare, and li\ing made thee dend ' 
XXXI. 
" For not of nought these suddein ghastly feares 
All nigbt afflict thy natural! repose ; 
And all the day, wbenas thine equall peares 
Their 6t disports with faire delight doe chose, * 
Thou in dull comers doest thyselfe inclose ; 
Ne tastest princes pleasures, ne doest spred 
Abnaad thy fresh youths fayrest flowre, but lose 
Both leafe and fiuite, both too untimely shed. 
As one in williill bale° Ibr ever buried. 
XXXII. 
" The time that mortall men th«r weary cares 
Do lay away, and all wilde beastes do rest, 
And every river eke his course forbeares, 
Then doth this wicked evill thee infest, 
And rive witli thousand throbs thy thrilled ° brest : 

' TJv, then, * Vaeaaih, atttnge. 

■ Higkl, called. ' Dnarykead, •onov. 

* ^ghl, can^t. ■ BaU, affliction. 

* Dight, plM«d, dUpoMd. * TkriUid, pierced. 

* Drtad, object of regard. 
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like an huge Aetii' of deepe engidfed gryefe, 

Sorrow is heaped in ihj hollow chest, 

Whence foortli it breakes in sighes aod anguish lyfe,' 

As smoke and sulphure mingled with confused sti^fe. 
XXXIII. 
" Ay me ! how much I feare least love it bee \ 
But if that love it be, as sure I read 
By kuowen signes and passions which I see, 
Be it worthy of thy race and royall sead,^ 
Then 1 avow, by this most sacred head 
Of my dear foster childe, lo ease thy griefe 
And w'ln thy will ; Tlierefore away doe dread ; 
For death nor daungcr from thy dew reliefe 

Shall me debarre: Tell mc llierefbre, my liefest liefe't" 
XXXIV. 
ivini! sayd, her twixt hi?r armcs twaino 
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For Dought for me but death th»e dotb n 
" O daughter deare," said she, " despeire no wliit ; 
For never sore but might a salve obtaine : 
That blinded god, which hath ye blindly smit, 

Another anow bath your Lovers bait to hit." 
XXXVI. 
" But mine b not," quoth she, " like other wownd ; 
For which no rea^n can Gnde remedy." 
" Was never such, but mote the like be fownd," 
Said she ; " and though no reason may apply 
Salve to your sore, yet Love can higher stye ^ 
Then ^ Reasons reach, and oft hath wonders donne." 
" But neither god of love nor god of skye 
Can doe," said she, " that which cannot be donna." 

" Things ofi impos^ble," quoth she, " seeme ere begoone." 
XXXVIl. 
" These idle wordes," said she, " doe nought aswage 
My stubbOTne smart, but more annoiaunce breed : 
For no, no usual] Gre, no usuall rage 
Yt is, O nourse, which on my life dblh feed, 
And sucks the blood which from my hart doth bleed. 
But dnce thy faithfuU zele lets roe not hyde 
My crime, (if crime it be,) I will tt reed.' 
Nor prince nor pere it. is, whose We hath gryde * 

My feeble brest of late, and launched this wound wyde : 

xxsviir. 

" Nor man it is, nor other living wight ; 
For then some hope I might unto me draw ; 

' Sli/i, moant. * Reed, declare. 

* TA«i,thui. * Cryde, pierced. 

XXXVI. 9. — Tlnv' ^ impoMtUc, &e.] Thioft often Mem i» 
poarible before tbej are be^ao ot >tterapted. 
TOL. II. 18 
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But th' only shade and semblant ' of a Kni^tt* 
Whose shape or person yet 1 nevo* saw. 
Hath me subiected to Loves cniell law : 
The same one day, as me mufbrtime led, 
I ID my Others wondrous Mirrbour saw, 
And, pleased with' that seeming goodlyhed," 
Unwaies the hidden hooke with baite I swallowed ; 
XXXIX. 
" Stbens^ it hath infixed faster hold 
Within my bleeding bowells, and so sore 
Now ranckleth in this same fraile fieshly mould. 
That all mine entrailes Bow with poisnous gore. 
And th' ulcer groweth daily more and more ; 
Ne can my ronnmg sore finde remedee, 
Other than my bard fortune to deplore, 
And languish as tlie leafe fain from the tree, 
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XLl. 
" Not so tb' Arabian Myrrbe did sett her mynd ; 
Nor so did Biblis speed her pining hart ; 
But lov'd th^ native flesh against al kynd,' 
And to their purpose used wicked art : 
Yet playd Pasiphae a more monstrous part, 
That lov'd a bull, and leamd a beast to bee : 
Such shameftill lustea who loaths not, which depart 
From course of nature and of modestee ? 

Sw^e Love such lewdnes bands' from his faire companee. 
XLII. 
" But thine, my deare, (welfere thy heart, my dean !) 
Though straunge beginning had, yet Gxed is 
On one that worthy may perhaps appears ; 
And ceiles^ seemes bestowed not amis : 
loy thereof have thou and etemall blisl " 
With that, upleaning on her elbow weake, 
Her alablaster brest she soft did kis. 
Which all that while shee felt to pant and quake, 

As it an earth-quake were : at last she thus bespake ; 
XLIII. 
" Beldame, your words doe worke me lide ease ; 
For though my love be not so lewdly bent 
As those ye blame, yet may it nought appease 
My raging smart, ne ought my flame relent, 

' Kyttd, Qalnre. ■ Bandt, boniihei. * Ctrttt, tnilj. 



XLI. 1. — TV Aratian Myrrhe, &ti.] MtitIia «nd Biblii uo luunM 
onocisted with cluiical Isin of inwitaoni p«Mion. Alfieri hu mada 
tbe itotj of Hjrrha tli« nibject of* tngedj. The moutrom ftUe of 
Fwiplue H well known. 

XLIII. I. — B«Wm»«.] SeUama meuia Uterally 'ftSr lUme," (Tt. 
BdU dasHj uid ii xued here, ind eeneTmlly in BpeuKr, u > lapeelfitl 
eplbet. 
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But rather doth my helpelease gtiefe augment. 
For they, however shamefull and unkinde,* 
Yet did possease their honible intent : 
Sliort end of aanowea they therfajr did ftide ; 

So was their fortune good, though wicked wen thor minde 
XLIV. 
" But wicked fortune mine, tlioug^ minde be good, 
Can have no end nor hope of my desire, 
But feed on sliadowea whilee I die lor food, 
And like a shadow wexe, whiles with entire' 
Afiection 1 doe languish and expire. 
I, fonder ' ihm * Cephisua foolish chyld, 
Who, having vewed m a fountaine sha« ' 
His face, was with the love thereof beguyld ; 

I, fonder,^ love a shade, the body hi eoiyld." 
XLV. 
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XLVI. 

" But if thou may with reason yet represse 
The growing evill, ere it streogth bare gott, 
And thee abandond wholy do possesae ; 
Against it strongly strive, and yield thee nott 
Til thou in open fielde adowne be smott ' : 
But if the passion mayster thy &aile might, 
So that needs love or death must be thy lott, 
Then I avow to thee, by wrong or right 

To compas thy desire, and find that loved Knight." 
XLVll. 
Her chearelull words much cheard the feeble sprint 
Of the sicke Virgin, that her downe she layd 
In her waime bed to slefepe, if that she might; 
And the old-woman carefully dispkyd ' 
The clothes about her round with busy ayd ; 
So that at last a lide creepbg sleepe 
Surprizd her sence : Shee, therewith well apayd,^ 
The dronken lamp down in the oyl did steepe, 

And sett her by to watch, and sett her by to weepe. 
XLVin. 
Barely, the morrow next, before that Day 
His ioyous face did to the world revele, 
They both uprose and tooke their ready way 
Unto the church, thor praiers to appele,* 

I Stutt, ■mitleii. * Jlpayd, situfiDd. 



XLVU.8.— 7S<<frwa«iImi^,&«.] Ths limp » e»Ued Am*!**, 
bemnae it drinka or eoanmiei the oil. Dplon mja tha ihe dou not 
blow out the lunp becanw tUt wu iU omiBoiu.biit iteapi it in tto eO, 
and thna OBtingiuibM it. 
18 • 



Witb grmdctabao, aod nb ideacfe: 
For ibe fan Damufl fiom die bolj h^x* 

Ha lofiD^cfce hart 10 otber tfaoi^te tfid Acale ; 
And that old Dame nid maiiT an idle Toae, 

Oat of ba dan^tfen hart fcod iancies to rercae.* 
XUX. 
ReUnraed bome, the myaO In&nt fe^ 
Inio bcr fanner fiti ; fix- wfaj- ? no po«Te 
Nor guidauDce of benelfe m ha did dwelt 
But tfa' aged noune, ber calling to her bowie,* 
Had gathered rew, and srine, and the Bowre 
or campfaora, and calamini, and dill ; 
All wUch she b a earthen pot did poore. 
And to the bnn whb coltwood did it fill, 

And inaoy drops of milk and Uood through it tfid sp31. 
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LI. 

That sayd, ber rownd about she from her turad. 
She turned her contrary to the sunne ; 
Thiise she her turod contraiy, and retumd 
All conUar}' ; lor she die right did shunne ; 
And ever what she did was streight ' undonne. 
So Uiought she to undoe her daughter's love : 
But love, that Is m gentle brest begonne, 
No ydle charmes so lighdy may remove ; 

That well can wilnessej who by uyall it does prove. 
LII. 
Ne ought it mote the noble Mayd avayle, 
Ne slake the fury of her cniell flame, 
But that sbee 3^1 did waste, and still did wayle, 
That, through long languour and han-buming branie' 
She shortly like a pyned glioet became 
Which long hath waited by the Stygian strwid : 
That when old Glauce saw, for feare least blame 
Of her miscaniage should in her be fond, 

She wist' not bow t' amend, nor how it to witlistond. 

—Bilk wtHtd.'] Becaiue the bod; had not been buried. 



CANTO III. 

Merlin bewnjea ■ to Britomut 
The state of Arthegall : 

And Bhewea the Aokhu progeny, 
Which Itom them apriogen ibtlL 



Most sacred fyre, that bumest mistily 

In living brests, ykindled first abore 

Emongst th' etemall spheres and lamping* sk^, 

And thence pourd into men, which men call Lore ; 




THF T AERIE QUEEKE. 



But thy dredd dortes in none doe triumph aion, 

Ne braver proofe in any of thy po«Te 

She>vd'st thou, then ' in this royall Maid of yote. 

Making her seeke an unkoowne Paiamoure, 

From tho worlds end, throu^ many a bitter stowre*. 

From whose two loynes thou afterwardes did rayse 

Most &mou3 fi\iites of matrimtniaU bowre, 

Which throu^ the earth have spredd their Iinng prayse, 

Tliat fame in tnxnp of gold eternally diaptayes. 
IV. 
Begin then, O my dearest sacred Dame, 
Daughter of Phoebus and of Merooiye, 
That doest ennoble with immonall name 
The warlike wwthiee, from aniiquitye, 
In thy great volume of Etem'^e ; 
Begm, O Clio, and recount from hence 
My glorious Soveraines goodly Auncestrye, 
"Flit that by dew degrees, and long protense,^ 

Thou hare it lastly brought unto her Excellence. 
V. 
Full many wayes within her troubled nund 
Old Glauce cast to cure this Ladies griefe ; 
Full many wayea she sought, but none could find, 
Nor berfoes, nor charraes, nor counsel that is chiefe 
And choicest med'cine for Mck harts reliefe : 
Forthy * great care she tooke, and greater feare, 



' Tin, ttwn. • Pnteiut, e 

* Simeri, peril. * Fartky, therefore. 

IV. 3. — Damghta^ af PKabtu, Ac.] TKig ig the tecond time that 
Speiuer hu ipi^it of the Muses u being the daughlen of Phabiu, 
inflead of Japller. Bee book I. cento II. atuin V. 

V. 0.— QnM ton At taiAe.'] Bhe felt great concern. 
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Least ibal it ^xxild ber tume lo fam-le n 
And sore reprach, wfaenso ber btber dean 

9x»)d or his dearest dau^iers hard nmfcrtune bear& 
VI. 
At last she ber arisde,' that he winch made 
That ^rinfaour, wherein the sicke Damosdl 
So sinumgely rewed her straunge loros diade, 
To weel, the learned Merlin, well could tell 
Under what coast of heaveii the Man did dwell. 
And hy what means his lore might best be wnxight * 
For, ibougji beyond the A&ick Ismael 
Or th' Indian Peru he wen-, she tbou^t 

Him fcxtb through bGnite endevour to have sou^it. 
VII. 
Forthwith themselves disguismg both m straunge 
And base alljTe, ibal qpnc mighl them bewra 
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To travel, go to see that dreadfiil place : 
It is an hideous hollow cave (they say) 
Under a rock that lyes a litle space 
FroiQ (he swill Barry, tombling downe apace 
Emongst the woody hilles of Dyneuowre : 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any caco 
To enter into that same balefull bowre,' 

For feare the cmell feendes should tbee unwans devowre : 
IX. 
But standing high aloft low lay thine eaie. 
And there such ghastly noyse of yron chaines 
And biasen caudrons thou shalt rombling heaie, 
Which thousand spiights with long enduring paines 
Doe tosse, that it will stonn ^y feeble braJnes ; 
And oflenUmes great grones, and grievous stownds,' 
When too huge tcnle and labour them ccHisnaines ; 
And oftentimes loud strokes and ringing sowndes 

Frcwa under that deepe rock most horribly rebowndes. 
X. 
The cause, some say, b this : A lide whyle 
Before that Merlin dyde, be did intend 
A biasen wall in compas to compyle ' 
About Caiimardin, and did it commend 
Unto these sprights to bring to perfect end : 
During which w<»ke the Lady of Uie Lake, 

' Anrav, Ghuaber, dweUing. * Slowndt, noiief . 

■ Cn^glt, ]rile togalher, eonitroct. 

X.6. — 7%a Ladtf of tie I^kt.J The Ladj of the Ltke U « well- 
known penont^ in the nmunce* reUting to King Arthur. Lancelot 
4a Las, one of the Knight* of the Ronnd Table, wh educated by her. 
The reader will recollect bet ^pearanee in Bir Walter Scott'i " Kenil- 
woTth," in the deKiiption of the (eitiTitin in honor of Queen Elinbeth, 
at Kniilwottfa Cadle Merlin ii lepremnted a< enunored of brt; bnt 
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Whom long he lov'd, for hiin in hssi did send ; 
Who, thereby Gsrst his wxiiikeiiien to fixsake. 

Them bownd, till his retoume, their iabour not to slake. 
XI. 
In the meane time through that &lse Lddies tnine' 
He was surprisd, and buried under beare, 
Ne ever to his worke retunid againe : 
Natb'lesse those feends may not their work forbeare, 
So greatly his commandemeot they feare, 
But there doe (oyle and traveile day and niglit, 
UutiU that brasen wall tbey up doe reare : 
For MeriiD had in magick more insight 

Tlien ^ ever him belbfe w after living wight : 
XII, 
For he by wordes could call out of the sky 
Both sunne and moraie, and make them him obty ; 
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Of mortall syre or other living wight, 

But wondrously begotten, and begcmne 

By false illu^n of a guilefull spright 

On a faire lady Nonne, that whilome ' lught * 

MaUlda, daughter to Pubidius 

Who was the lord of Mathtraval by right, 

And coosen unto king Anibrosius ; 

\Vhence be bdued was widi skill so nierreik)u9. 
XIV, 
They, here arriving, staid awhile without, 
Ne durst adventure rashly in to wond,^ 
But of their fiist intent gan make new dout 
For dread of daunger, which it might portend : 
Untill the hardy Mayd (with Love to frend) * 
First entering, the dreadfull Mage^ th«« fbwnd 
Deepe busied 'bout worke of wondrous end, 
And writing straunge chark:ters in the grownd. 

With which the stubbome feendes he to his service bownd. 
XV. 
He nought was moved at their entraunce bold, 
For of their comming well he wist * afore ; 

' milmw, fbnneily. ' Tofirnui, far ■ fHenil. 

* Bigkl, wu nuncd. * Mage, nugician. 

' Wtnd.ga. * fTtM, koew. 



XIU. 3 — Wmtdrouily hrgotteit.l The father of Herlin irai a de- 
mon, and hi* mother an Engliah muden of distinction, who aftcrwanb 
became a nun. The reader wiU find a full account of hi! extra' 
ordinary origin and birth in the firat Tolume of EUii'a Specimcm of 
EU1I7 Engliiti Metrical Romanceg. See aba Donlop'i Hillary oT 
Faction, vol. I. p. S04. 

^Wl.t. — MatktraiKd.^ •' Roderic the OreU (see abuw XLVIII.) 
diTided Walei into three province*, Aberffhw, DincTowr, and Halfa- 
tnval." — Ckubcii . 

XIV. 3. — Gm vialM nttc doiit.} Began lo feel new ^prahenaion*. 
VOL. II, 19 
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Tet list them bid th^r busnesse lo unlbld, 
As if ought in this world in secrete store 
Were irom him hidden, or tinkoowne of yon. 
Then Glauci thus ; " Let not it Uiee ofi^d, 
That we thus rashly through thy ilariraoin due 
Unwares have prest ; for eidio- fetall end. 
Or other mightie cause, us two did heiber send." 
XVI. 
He bad tell on : And then she thus began ; 
" Now have three mooaee with bwrowd brothws li^t 
Thrise shined faire, and thiise seemd dim and van, 
Sith ' a awe evill, which this Vi^ bright 
T<Hnienteth and doth plonge in dolefiill plight, 
First rootmg tooke ; but what thing it mote bee, 
Or whence it sprang, I cannot read' aright : 
But this I read,^ that, but if ^ remedee 
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XVIll. 

And to him sayd ; ^' Yf any leaches skill, 
Or othet learned ineanes, could have redrest 
This my deare daughters deepe-engra^d ill, 
Certes ^ I should be loth thee to molest : 
But this sad evill, which doth her infest, 
Doth course of naturall cause iaire exceed, 
And housed b within her hollow brest, 
That either seemes some cursed witches deed, 
Or evill spright, that in her doth such tonnent breed.'' 

XIX. 
The Wisard could no lenger beare her Ix»d,^ 
But, bursting forth in laughter, to her sayd ; 
'^ Glauce, what needes this colourable word 
To cloke the cause that hath itselfe bewrayd^? 
Ne ye, fayre Britomartis, thus arayd, 
More hidden are then ^ sunne in cloudy vele ; 
Whom thy good fortune, having fate obayd. 
Hath hetber brought tor succour to appele ; 
The which the Powres to thee are pleased to revele.'' 

XX. 

The doubtfull Mayd, seeing herselfe descryde, 
Was all abasht, and her pure yvory 
Into a cleare carnation suddeine dyde ; 
As fiijrre Aurora, rysing hasuly. 
Doth by her blushing tell that she did lye 
All night in old Tithonus frozen bed. 
Whereof she seemes ashamed inwardly : 
But her olde course was nought dishartened. 
But vauntage made of that which Merim had ared ^ ; 

^ CerteSt certainly. ' Bard, jest, or pretence. 
* Btmraydf revetled. * Jken, Uian. * JSred, ezplained. 
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XXI. 

And sayd ; " Sth * then thou knowest all our griefi^ 
(For what doest not thou knove ?) of gnce I pnj, 
Vttty our playnt, and yidd us meet leliefe ! " 
With that the Piopbet sdll awhile did slay, 
And then his sinriie thus gan iborth display ; 
" Most Dohle Virg^, that by &taU * lore 
Hast learn'd to love, let no whit thee dismay 
The hard Ijeginne ' that meetes thee in the dmv. 
And with sharpe fits thy tender hait oppresseth sore : 
XXI [. 
" F(w so must all tlungs excelleot begin ; 
And eke auooted deepe must he that tree. 
Whose big embodied biauncbes shall not lin * 
TSi they to herens hight ibrth stretched bee. 
For &om thy wonibe a fiunous presence 
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XXIV. 

^^ It was not, Britomart, thy wandring eye 
Glauncing unwares in charmed Looking-glas, 
But the streight course of hevenly destiny. 
Led with Etemall Providence, that has 
Guyded thy glaunce, to bring His Will to pas : 
Ne is thy fate, ne is thy fortune ill, 
To love the prowest ^ Knight that ever was : 
Therefore submit thy wayes unto His Will, 
And docj by all dew meanes, thy destiny fiilfill." 

XXV. 

" But read,^ " saide Glauce, *^ thou Magitian, 
What meanes shall she out-seeke, or what waies take ? 
How shall she know, how shall she finde the Man ? 
Or what needes her to toyle, sith ^ fates can make 
Way for themselves their purpose to pertake ? " 
Then Merlin thus ; ^ Indeede the fates are firme. 
And may not shrinck, though all the worid do shake : 
Tet ought mens good endevours them confirme, 
And guyde the heavenly causes to their constant terme. 

XXVI. 
'^ The Man, whom heavens have ordaynd to bee 
The spouse of Britomart, is Arthegall : 
He wonneth ^ in the land of Fayeree, 
Tet is no Faiy borne, ne sib ^ at all 
To Elfes, but sprong of seed terrestriall, 

> Prowesif bravest. ' Read, explain. * 8Uk^ fince. 
« Wbfouth, dweQeth. * Sib, related to. 



XXV. 5. — Their purpose to pertake.] To make her partake of their 
purpoaea, or inelade her in their plant. 

XXVI. 1.— 77k« Man, &c.] The fabulous chronicle of British kinga 
is here resumed from the tenth canto of the second book. The narrar 
ttve thne ceases before the reign of Arthur, and commences here after it 

19» 
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And wbyknie > bj- Use Paries stoliie wmj, 
Whjles yet in in&nt ctadle be (fid cnQ ; 
Ne otber to hiaiselie is knouiie this day, 

But that be by an EUe v^s goaen of a Fay : 
XXVII. 
" But sootb ' be is the soane of Gariois, 
And brotber unto Cador, Cornish king ; 
And tor bis wariike feates reaowmed is, 
pRMn where the day out of the sea doth spring, 
Untill the closure of the evening : 
Fiom thence him, fiimely bound with faithfiiU band, 
To this his nadre soyle thou backe shall bring, 
Strongly to ayde his countrey to withstand 

The powre of fomnne Paynims which invade thy land. 
XXVIII. 
" Great ayd thereto bb mighty puissauoce 
And dreaded najiis shall give in iliai sad day ; 
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Too rathe ^ cut off by practise criminall 
Of secrete foes, that him shall make in mischiefe fall. 

XXIX. 

■• With thee yet shall he leave, for meraoiy 
Of his late puissaunce, his jrmage dead, 
That living him in all activity 
To thee shall represent : He, from the head 
Of his coosen Constantius, without dread 
Shall take the crowne that was his fathers right, 
And therewith crowne himselfe in th' others stead : 
Then shall he issew forth with dreadfuU might 
Against his Saxon foes in bloody field to fight. 

XXX. 

^^ Like as a lyon that in drowsie cave 
Hath long time slept, himselfe so shall he shake ; 
And, comming forth, shall spred his banner brave 
Over the troubled South, that it shall make 
The warlike Mertians for feare to quake : 
Thrise shall he fight with them, and twise shall win ; 
But the third time shall fayre accordaunce make : 
And, if he then with victorie can lin,^ 
He shall his dayes with peace bring to his earthly In. 

XXXI. 

" His Sonne, bight ^ Vortipore, shall him succeede 

In kingdome, but not in felicity : 
Yet shall he long time warre with happy speed. 
And with great honour many batteilk try ; 
But at the last to th' importunity 

1 Rathef earlj. * Lin, stop. ' Hightf called. 



XXX. 5. — Mertians.'] Mercia was one of the kingdoms ol the 
8«zon Heptarchy. 
XXX. 9. — • Earthly /n.] Death, or the grave. 
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Of Iroward fortune shall be font to yield : 
But his Sonne Malgo shall fiiU nugfatily 
Arenge lib fathers Jesse with spesre and slueld. 

And his proud foes discomfit in victorious field. 
XXXII. 
" Behold the Man ! and tell me, Britomart, 
If ay TMm goodly creaturo thou didst see? 
How like a gyaunt in each manly part 
Beares he himselfe with pcnnly maiestee, 
That one of th' old heroes seemes to bee ! 
He (he six Islands, comprovinciall * 
In Buncient times unto great Britainee, 
Shall to the same reduce, and to him call 

Their sondiy kings to do thdr homage severall. 
xxxm. 
" All which his sonne Careticiis awhile 
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XXXIV. 

'^ He in his furie all shall over-ronne, 
And holy church with faithlesse handes deface, 
Tliat thy sad people, utterly fordonne,^ 
Shall to the utmost mountaines fly apace : 
Was never so great waste in any place, 
Nor so fowle outrage doen hy living raeu ; 
For all thy citties they shall sacke and race,^ 
And the greene grasse that groweth they shall bren,^ 
That even the wilde beast shall dy in starved den. 

XXXV. 

" Whiles thus thy Britons doe in languour pme, 
Proud Etheldred shall fix>m the North arise, 
Servmg th' ambitious will of Augustme, 
And, passing Dee, with hardy enterprise 
Shall backe repulse the valiaunt Brockwell twise. 
And Bangor with massacred martyrs fill ; 
But the third time shall rew ^ his fool-hardise : 
For Cadwan, pittying his peoples ill. 
Shall stoutly him defeat, and thousand Saxons kill. 

XXXVI. 

"But, after him, Cadwallin mightily 

On his Sonne Edwin all tliose wrongs shall wreake ; 

Ne shall availe the wicked sorcery 

' FordonjUf undone. ' Race, raze. ' Bren, burn. * Rew, pitj. 

X X XV . 2. — Proud Ethddred.] In this stanza we have a glinunering 
of authentic history. In the beginning of the Bcventh centurji £thel- 
frith, the king of Bemicia, defeated the Welsh under Broemail, near 
Bangor, with great slaughter. Turner's Anglo-Saxon8| vol. i. 333. — 
But this was not until after the death of St. Augustine, who introduced 
Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons. 

XXXVI. l.-^Cadwdlin mightUy.] In 633, £dwin, the king of 
Northombria, was defeated by CadwaUon, king of North Wales, and 
■lain. 
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Of false Pellite bis purposes to breake, 
But biin sbatl slay, and on a gallowes Ueak 
Shall give tb' enchaunter his unhappj lure: 
Then shall the Bntoos, late dismayd and weako, 
From their long vassallage gia to respire, 

And Ml tbeir Paynini foes avenge their ranckled ire, 
xxxvu. 
" Ne shall be f et bia wtalh so mitigate, 
Till both the sonnes of Edwm he have slayne, 
Offiicke and Osricke, twinnes unfortunate, 
Both slune in baitaile upon Idybume playae, 
Together with the king of Louthiane, 
Hight ' Adin, and the king of Orkeny, 
Both ioynt partakers of thdr fatall payoe: 
But Penda, fearefiill of like desteoe^. 

Shall yield himselfe his liegemao, and swean Tealtf : 
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With which he godly Oswald shall subdew, 
And ctowoe with martiredome his sacred head : 
Whose iMDthei Oswin, daunted with like dread, 
With price of silrer shall his kiogdome huy ; 
And Penda, seeking him adowne to tread. 
Shall tread sdowne, and doe him fowly dye ; 

But shall with ^As his lord Cadwallin pacify. 
SL. 
" Then shall Cadwallin die ; and then the raine 
Of Britons eke wtlh him attonce shall dye ; 
Ne shall the good Cadwallader, with paine 
Or powre, be hable it to remedy, 
When the full time, prefixt by destiny, 
Shall be expird of Britons regiment ' : 
For Heven itselie shall ihdr successe envy, 
And them with plagues and murrins pesulent 

Consume, till all their waiiike puissaunce be spent. 
XU. 
" Tet after all these sorrowes, and huge hills 
Of dying people, during eight yeares space, 
Cadwallader, not yielding to his ills, 
From Armoiicke, where long in wretched cace 
He liv'd, retouining to his oadve place, 
Shal be by visirai staide from hb intent : 
Far th' Heavens hare decreed to displace 
Hie Kitons liar tb^ sinnes dew punishment. 

And to the Saxons over-give' their government 
XLII. 
" Then woe, and woe, and everlasting woe. 
Be to the Biittm babe that shal be borne 
To live in thraldome of his &thers foe ! 

' l<flwil, fnenawDt. ■ thwrf fa * , gnt onr. 



THE WUMIX 4UKEKB. 



I^te kiDg, D0«' captive; Ute Icfd, now fc dome'; 
The Kxrids leprocb ; tbe ciudl Ticlon xxkob ; 
Banisht ftom pnoctij bo»Te to wastefiil wood '. 
O ! who shall bdpe me to lament and moume 
Tbe royall seed, the aotiqiie Troj&n blood, 
Whose onpire lenger* here ibgi ever any stood ! " 

xuu. 
Tbe Danuell was full deepe e>iipas»ooed 
Both for his giiefe, and for her peoples sake, 
niKBe liiture »-oes so plaine he (asfaioaed ; 
Aod, sighing sore, at length him thus bespake ; 
" Ah ! but K'iU Hevens liiiy never slake, 
Nor rengeauiice huge relent itseUe at last? 
Vrm DOt k»g misery late mercy make, 
But shall llieir name lor ever be de&ste, 
And quite from off tbe eaitb their memory benste*?" 
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And Howell Dha shall goodly well mdew 
The salvage minds with skill of iust and trew : 
Then Griffyth Conan also shall upreare 
His dreaded head, and the old sparkes renew 
Of native corage, that his foes shall feare 

r>east hacke againe the kingdom he from them should beare. 

XLVI. 
" Ne shall the Saxons selves all peaceably 
Enioy the crowne, which they ijx)m Britons wonna 
First ill, and after ruled wickedly : 
For, ere two hundred yeares be fall outronnc, 
There shall a Raven, far from rising sunne, 
With his wide wings upon them fiercely fly, 
And bid hb faithlesse chickens ^ overronne 
The fruitfull plaines, and with fell cruelty 

In their avenge tread downe the victors surquedry.^ 

XLVII. 
" Tet shall a Third both these and tliinc subdew : 
There shall a Lion from the sca-bord wood 
Of Neustria come roring, with a crew 
Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood, 
Whose clawes were newly dipt in cruddy ^ blood. 
That from the Daniske Tyrants head shall rend 
Th' usurped crowne, as if tliat he were wood,^ 
And tlie spoile of the countrey conquered 

Emongst his young ones shall divide with bountjhed. 

> FaitMegse ehickenSf heathen brood. ' Surqutdryy insolence. 
' Cruddy, curdled. * Wood, mad. 



XLVI. 5.— j9 Ttaven.'] This refers to the invasion of the Danes. 
XLVII. 2.—^ Lion.] This is William of Normandy . KeustnawM 
the ancient name of the north-west part of France. 
XLVII. 2. — TfU sea-hord wood.] The woods bordering on the eea. 
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XLVllI. 
"Tho,' when the terme is lull accomplishid, 
There shall a sparke of fire, which hath kmgwhile 
Bone in his ashes raked up and hid, 
Bee freshly kindled in the fitiitliill lie 
Of Mona, where it lurked m exile; 
Which shall breake forth into bright burning flame. 
And reach into the house that beares the stile 
or royall nwiesty and soveiaine name : 
30 shall ihe Briton blood their crowne againe reclame. 

XLIX. 
" Theocefbrth et^mall union shall be made 
Betweene the nations difierent aGsre, 
And sacred Peace shall lovingly persuade 
The warlike minds to leame her goodly lore, 
And civile amies to exercise no more : 
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That secredy he saw, yet note ^ discoure^ : 
Which suddein fitt and halfe extatick stoure ' 
When the two fearefull wem^ saw, they grew 
Greatly confused in behaveoure : 
At last, the fiiry past, to former hew 

Hee tumd againe, and chearfuU looks as eaist^ did shew. 

LI. 
Then, when themselves they well instructed had 
Of all that needed them to be bquird, 
They both, conceiving hope of comfort glad, 
With lights hearts unto their home retird ; 
Where they in secret counsel! close conspird, 
How to effect so hard an enterprize, 
And to possesse ^ the purpose they de^rd : 
Now this, now that, twixt them they did devize. 

And diverse plots did frame to maske in strange disguise. 

UI. 
At last the nourse in h^ fool-hardy wit 
Conceiv'd a bold devise, and thus bespake ; 
<^ Daughter, I deeme that counsel aye most fit, 
That of the time doth dew advauntage take : 
Ye see that good king Uther now doth make 
Strong warre upon the Paynim brethren, bight® 
Octa and Oza, whome hee lately brake 
Bedde Cayr Verolame in victorious fight. 
That now all Britany doth bume in armes bright. 



' JVote, coold not. * Earstf before. 

' DUcourBf discover. * PossetsBf accomplish. 

' StourBf paroxysm. * Highly called. 



UI. 5.— £iii^ Utkar,'] He, it will be remembered, was ths ftthet 
of Prince Arthur. See aula, stanxa XXVII. 



LIU. 

" That (heFelore Dought our passige aay anpeacb,* 

Let us in feigned anns ourselves di^uise, 

And our weake hands (Need makes good scboUen) 

leftcb 
The dreadful speare and shield to esetcize : 
Ne cenes,' daughter, that same warlike wize, 
I weeoe, would you misseeme ; for ye beeoe tall 
And large of limbe t' atchieve an bard empiise ; 
Ne ought ye n-ant but skil, which practize smaO 
fViD bring, and shortly make you a Majd martiall. 
LIV. 
" AtHl, sooth,' it ought jouT corage much inflame 
To heare so often, in that royaU bous. 
From whence to none inferior ye came. 
Bards tell of many wemeo ralorous, 




C. in. THE rA£RI£ ^USENE. 233 

I saw a Saxon virgin, the which feld 
Great Ulfin thrise upon the bloody playne ; 
And, had not Carados her hand withheld 
From rash revenge, she had htm surely slayne ; 

Yet Carados himselfe fixmi her escapt with payne." 

LVI. 
'* Ah ! read,^ " quoth Britomart, " how is she hight* ? " 
" Fayre Angela," quoth she, " men do her call, 
No whit lesse fayre then ^ terrible in fight : 
She hath the leading of a martiall 
And mightie people, dreaded more then^ all 
The other Saxons, which doe, for her sake 
And love, themselves of her name Angles call. 
Therefore, faire Infant, her ensample make 

Unto thyselfe, and equall corage to thee take." 

LVII. 
Her harty ^ wordes so deepe mto the mynd 
Of the young Damzell sunke, that great desire 
Of warlike amies in her forthwith they tynd,^ 
And generous stout courage did inspyre, 
That she resolv'd, unweeting ^ to her syre, 
Advent'rous knighthood on herselfe to don ^ ; 
And counseld with her nourse her maides attyre 

' Rttu{, explain. * 7^^, kindled. 

' Hight, called. * Unweetingf onknown. 

' T%eny than. ^ Don, do on, put on. 
* Harty f hearty, xeaknu. 



LV.B.—A Saxon virgin.] " This Saxon virgin is, I helieve, entirely 
of Spenaer'a own feigning." — Uptov. 

LVI. 7. ^JhigUs.] Tbe A^Um were a German tribe who aided the 
Saxons in rabjngating Britain. Spenser's derivation of the name 
reminde ns of that he gi^ee of Germany, in hook II. canto X. atanxa 
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To tume m(o a massj habergeon ' ; 
And bad her all things put in readinets UKn. 

LVIII. 
Th' old voman Dought that needed did omit ; 
But all thinges did conveniendy purvay. 
It fortuned (so time their tume did Gtt) 
A band of Britons, lyding on forray 
Few dayes before, had gotten a great pray 
Of Saxon goods ; emongst the which was seene 
A goodly amuxir, and fldl rich aray, 
Which long'd ' to Angela, the Sax<Hi queene. 
All fretted * round mth gold and goodly wel beseene. 

L[X. 
The same, with all the other otnanient!, 
King Ryence caused to be hanged hy 
In his cbiefe church, for endlesse monimenta 
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For his great virtues proved long afore : 
For never wight so fast in sell ^ could sit, 
But him perforce unto the ground it bore : 
Both speare she tooke and shield which hong by it ; 
Both speare and shield of great powre, for her purpose fit. 

LXI. 

Thus when she had the Virgin all arayd. 

Another hamesse which did hang thereby 

About herselfe she dight,^ that the yong Mayd 

She might in equall armes accompany, 

And as her Squyre attend her careiiilly: 

Tho ^ to their ready steedes they clombe full light ; 

And through back waies, that none might them espy, 

Covered with secret cloud of silent night, 
Themselves they forth convaid, and passed forward right. 

LXII. 

Ne rested they, till that to Faery Lond 

They came, as Merlin them directed late : 

Where, meeting with this Redcrosse Knight, she fond 

Of diverse thinges discourses to dilate,^ 

But most of Arthegall and his estate. 

At last their wayes so fell, that they mote part: 

Then each to other, well * affectionate, 

Frendship professed with unfained hart : 
The Redcrosse Knight diverst ® ; but forth rode Britomart 

' Sellf saddle. * DUaie, enlarge upon. 

' Dightf put, dispose. * Well^ very, like the French hien. 

' TkOf then. Diverstf diverged, turned off. 



CASTO ir. 



btfaxtviKCB tiff ftic^ Sbmfl: 
Look fbOo^vd, hut vl fi^. 



Whekc u ibe antique ekxy oow b ecooie . 
Tliat whylome ' »-odI b wemen lo apfmre? 
Where be the brare aichierements dom br same ? 
Where be the batieilles, when the ^utU wtA qmie. 
And all lite conquests which them faigb ifid reue. 
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But when I reade, how stout Debora stroke 
Proud Sisera, and how Camill' hath slaine 
The huge Orsilochus, I swell with great disdaine. 

III. 
Yet these, and all that els had puissaunce, 
Cannot with noble Britomart compare, 
Aswell for glorie of great valiaunce, 
As for pure chastitee and vertue rare, 
That all her goodly deedes doe well declare. 
Well worthie stock, from which the branches sprong 
That in late yeares so faire a blossome bare, 
As thee, O Queene, the matter of my song, 
Whose lignage from this Lady I derive along ! 

IV. 
Who when, through speaches with the Redcrosse Knight, 
She learned had th' estate of ArUiegall, 
And in each point herselfe informd aright, 
A friendly league of love perpetuall 
She with him bound, and conge ^ tooke withall. 
Then he forth on his ioumey did proceede. 
To seeke adventures which mote him befall. 
And win him worship through his warlike deed, 
Which alwaies of his paines he made the chiefest meed. 

V. 
But Britomart kept on her former course, 

^ Congh, farewell. 



11. 7. — Stovt Debora stroke.] This was done bj Jael, aud not 
I>cborah. See Judges iv. 21. 

II. 9. — Huge OrsUochus.'] lie was killed bj Camilla, as mentioned 
in the iEneid, book VI., 690. 

III. S. — O QueevM.] Queen Elizabeth. 

IV. 9.— mUch alwaies, &«.] Which (that is, ^fvorship or renown) 
ae always esteemed the principal reward of his pains or perils. 



N< «T»c do&e ' ber xnaes ; bot iD &e w^ 
Gr>v pmsT-; thromfi thai aiuuuus dscomCj 
Bj wlidt the Raknsse Koigta ifid nm* Aspby 
H:^ LcTea <bape ind cheralrans any : 
A tbousaad tbc»|tie sbe faifiinnd kt ber nund ; 
And b her fei^oiug bncie <fid jaartrmj 
Km, 3ucb as Gttest sbe fcr love couU &id, 
W^, vvSke, persocuble, comteoiK, sod kind. 
W. 
Witb such seUe-pleasDg thon^ts ber voond she MA, 
And ibougbt so to beguile ber grievous anan , 
But so bn smart «^3 mucb more grieTOUs bredd. 
And tbe deepe wound more deep ei^ofd ber bait. 
That nought but death hex dolour > mote depart.^ 
So fixth sbe rode, »-ithout repose or rest. 
Searching ail lands lod each remotest part, 
Folkmmg tbe guydance of her blinded e 





C tr. THE rAERtE (ttFCENX. Xd 

viir. 

" Huge sea of sonow and tempestuous griefe, 
Wherein my feeble barke is tossed long 
Far finm die hoped haven of reliefe, 
Why doe thy cruel billowes beat so strong, 
And thy moyst mountaines each on otbers tluong, 
Threatning to swallow up my fearefull lyfe? 
O, doe thy cniell wrath and spightfull wrong 
At Imgth allay, and stint ' thy stonny strife. 

Which in these troubled bowels raignes and ragedi lyfe 1 
IX. 
" For els my feeble vesscll, crazd and crackt 
Through thy strong buffets and outrageous falowes, 
Cannot endure, but needes it must be wntckt 
On the rough rocks, at on the sandy shallbwes. 
The whiles that Lore it steres, and Fcatune rowes: 
Love, my lewd ' pilott, bath a restlesse minde ; 
And Fortune, boteswaine, no assuraunce knowes ; 
But saile withouten slarres gainst tyde and winde : 

How can they other doe, sith ' both are bold and bliode ! 
X. 
"Thou god of windes, Uiat raignest in the seas, 
That raignest also in the continent, 
At last blow up some gentle gale of ease, 
The which may bnng my ship, ere it be rent, 
Unto the gladsrane port of her intent ! 
Then, when I ^all myselfe in safety see, 
A table, for etemall moniment 

> Stiiil, (top. ■ Leted, igDonnt. * 9tli,iiiiee. 



X. 7.— A MU, Ac.] It waa the eiutom amoiig the Bonua fin »a.f 
ona whohtdcM^edtbipwiecktoeipKahii patitndabj bangi^np. 
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Of thy great grace and my great ieopardee, 
Great Neptune, I avow to hallow unto (bee I " 
XI. 
Tlien 3ighing softly sore, and inly deepe, 
She shut up all licr plaint in privy griefe ; 
(For her great courage would not let her weepe ;) 
Till that old Glauce gan with sharps repriefo • 
Her to restraine, and give her good reliefe 
Through hope of those, which Meriin had her told 
Should of her name and nation be chiefe. 
And fetch their being from the sacred mould 
Of her immortall womb, to be in heven enrold. 
XII. 
Thus as she her recomforted, she spyda 
Where far away one, all b armour bright, 
With hasty gallop towards her did rydf : 
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Upblowiag doth disperse the vapour lo'ste,^ 
And poures itselfe forth io a stormy showie ; * 
So the fayre Britomait, having discloste^ 
Her dowdy care into a wrathfiiU stowre,^ 

The mist of griefe dissolv'd did into vengeance powre. 
XIV. 
E^tsoones,* her goodly shield addrea^g ' fayre, 
That mortal! speare she in ber hand did take, 
And UDto battaill did heiselfe prepayre. 
The Knight, approching, steinely her bespake ; 
" Sir Koight, that doest tby voyage lashty make 
By this forbidden way in my despight, 
Ne doest by otiieis death ensample take ; 
1 read ' thee soone retyre, whiles thou haat nugfat, 

Least afterwards it be too late to take tliy flight." 
XV. 
Ythrild ^ with deepe dJsdaine of bis proud threat. 
She shortly thus ; " Fly they, that need to fly ; 
Wordes fearen^ babes ; I meane not thee entreat 
To passe ; but maugre " thee will passe or dy : " 
Ne lenger'" stayd for th' other to reply, 
But with sharpe speare the rest made dearly knowne. 
Surongly the straunge Knight ran, and sturdily 
Strooke her full on the brest, that made ber downe 

Decline her head, and touch her crouper with her cnwn 

I I^'Mc, dimlTed, ■ Read, advite, 

* Ditdette, nnelowd, let Icxwe. ' YArSd, thrilled, pierced, moted 

* SUnvH, paMion. ' fasm, lighten. 

* JE/lMaiuw, inunedntelj. ' Ma»grt, va ipita of. 

* MirtMtMg, adjiutlng. " Ltnger, longer. 



XIV. 6.— Tlu/orMUn >My.] In tbe 
■at DBftaqaeot for a knight to Mition himwif ■! < 
(Ml to oontpel BTCtj one who puaei to jomt with 
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But die tgaine him m the abkid did nnite 
With 90 6ace fane and gicat puissnioce. 
That, through his three-square scuchm* peraog quite 
And through his mailed bauheique,' hy nuschauoce 
The «-icked Steele through his left ^de did ^unce : 
Him 90 tranced she belbre her bore 
Beyond hs croupe, the kngth of all her launce ; 
nnU, sadly soucing ' oq the sandy shore, 
He tomhled oo an heape, and wallowd in his gore. 
XVU. 
like as the sacred tax that caidesse stands 
With ^den homes and Bowiy giiioods crownd, 
I^Dud of his dying hoior and deare bandes, 
Whiles th' altars (iime with fiaoldiiceDse arownd. 
All suddenly with mortall stttJie astownd 
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XIX. 
Whiles thus he lay in deadly stonishment, 
Tydings hereof came to his mothers eare ; 
His mother was the blacke-browd Cymoent, 
The daughter of great Nereus, which did beare 
This warlike sonne unto an earthly peare^ 
The famous Dumarin ; who on a day 
Finding the nymph asleepe in secret wheare/ 
As he by chauoce did wander that same way. 
Was taken with her love, and by her closely lay. 

XX. 

There he this Knight of her begot, whom borne 
She, of his fiither, Marinell did name ; 
And in a rocky cave as wight forlome 
Long time she fostred up, till he became 
A mighty man at armes, and mickle^ fame 
Did get through great adventures by him donne : 
For never man he sufiired by that same 
Rich Strond to travell, whereas he did wonne,^ 
But that he must do battail with the Sea-nymphes sonne. 

XXI. 
An hundred Knights of honorable name 
He had subdew'd, and them his vassals made : 
That through all Faerie Lond his noble fame 
Now blazed was, and feare did all invade, 
That none durst passen through that perilous glade : 
And, to advaunce his name and glory more, 

> Wkearef retired place. ' MickUf much. ' Wonne, dwell. 

XX. 2.— Jforrae^Z.] Upton conjectures that Lord Howard, the 
Lord High Admiral of England, is imaged under the character of 
MarineH, and that there is, in stanza XXII., an allusion to the rich 
priiee taken bj him from the Spaniards. 
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Her sea-god syre she dearely did peiswude 
T* endow her sonne with ihreasure and rich More 
Bore all the sonnes that were of earthly wombes ybore.* 

XXII. 
The god did graunt bis daughters deare deniauod, 
To doen his nephew ' in all riches flow : 
Eftsoones^ his heaped wares he did cominauDd 
Out of their hollow bcaome forth to throw 
AH the huge thfeasure, which the sea below 
Had m his greedy gulfe devoured deepe, 
And him enriched through the overthrow 
And wreckes of many wretches, which did weepe 
And often wayle thar wealth which he fron them did keepe. 

XXIIf. 
Shortly upon that Shore there heaped was 
Kxceeding riches and all pretious things, 
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Least his too haughtie hardmes ^ might reare 
Some hard mishap in hazard of his life : 
Forthy ^ she oft him counseld to forbeare 
The bloody batteill, and to stirre up strife. 
But after all his warre to rest his wearie knife : 

XXV. 

And, for his more assuraunce, she inquired 
One day of Proteus by his mighty spell 
(For Proteus was with prophecy inspired) 
Her deare sonnes destiny to her to tell, 
And tlie sad end of her sweet Marinell : 
Who, through foresight of his etemall skiU, 
Bad her from womankind to keepe him well ; 
For of a woman he should have much ill ; 

A Virgin straunge and stout him should dismay ^ or kill. 

XXVI. 
Forthy ^ she gave him warning every day 
The love of women not to entertaine ; 
A lesson too, too hard for living clay, 
From love in course of nature to reframe ! 
Yet he his mothers lore did well retaine, \ 

And ever from fayre Ladies love did fly ; 
Yet many Ladies fayre did oft complaine, 
That they for love of him would algates ^ dy : 

Dy, whoso list for him, he was Loves enimy. 

XXVII. 
But ah ! who can deceive his destiny. 
Or weene by warning to avoyd his fate ? 
That, when he sleepes m most security 
And safest seemes, him soonest doth amate,^ 

I Bkrimesy boldnesi. > Forthy, therefore. ' DUmmf^ defttt 
^ Algates, at any rate. * AmaU, tubdue. 

21 • 



Aad fadedi ilev edect ormBe or fate ; 
So feeble ■ die powre of OtAtj vme! 
^ modier bMi hkn wodbk lore to htte, 
Fcr ix of vmaas ixtx (Sd fan no hutOB ; 
So ™— "'"g to bsTC aini'd him. she <fid qnite tlw i nnT 

xsvni. 

TIh was tbai wanan, dns dm deadly wond, 
Tisl notEiB praplwcne aiiauid him foscttT ^ 
Tlw *faicii his madier Tuoelj i5d cxpov-nd 
To be ban wo» i K&ig loiv, «hich ^lould assay 
To bnig hv Sonne nUD bis bst decay. 
So dckk ■ be ibe uimes of monall sate 
And fciS of sabdie sophisnes, which doe play 
Widi dnble aenca, and with tbe debate, 
T apfsove ibe loikiiowai purpose of etBuall &tew 
XXIX. 
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And gamesom merth to grievous dreriment^ : 
Sliee threw heiselfe downe on the continent,* 
Ne word did speake, but lay as in a swowne. 
Whiles all her sisters did for her lament 
With yelUng outcries, and with shrieking sowne ; 
And eveiy one did teare her girlond from her crowne. 

XXXI. 

Soone as she up out of her deadly fitt 
Arose, she bad her charett to be brought ; 
And all her sisters, that with her did sitt. 
Bad eke attonce their charetts to be sought : • 
Tho,^ iiill of bitter griefe and pensive thought, 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the rest. 
And forth together went, with sorow fraught : 
The waves obedient to theyre beheast 

Them yielded ready passage, and their rage surceast.^ 

XXXII. 
Great Neptune stoode amazed at their sight. 
Whiles on his broad rownd backe they softly slid, 
And eke himselfe moumd at their moumiiil plight, 
Yet wist not what their wailing ment, yet did, 
For great compassion of their sorow, bid 
His mighty waters to tliem buxome ^ bee : 
Eftesoones ® the roaring billowes still abid,'' 
And all the griesly monsters of the see 

Stood gaping at their gate,® and wondred them to see. 

XXXIII. 
A teme of dolphins raunged m aray 
Drew the smooth charett of sad Cymoent ; 
They were all taught by Triton to obay 

I Dreriment^ lorrow. * Bvxonu, yielding. 

* CanHnerU, gromid. < IjfteBoonstt immediEtelj. 

* Tho, then. ' Ahid, abode, or remained. 

< am-cHUt^ enlliely oeaaed. ■ Goto, prooeanon, or paaaage. 
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To the long rajnes at her commaUDdenwat : 
As swifle as swallowes on the waves they^ went. 
That thdr brode Baggy * finnes do ibme did reare, 
Ne bublingrowndell' tbey b«hinde them sent; 
The rest, of other fishes drawen weare, 
Which with their finny oars the swdiiog sea did sbeam.' 
XXXIV, 
Soone as they bene aniv'd upon the biira 
Of the Rich Strond, their charets they forlore,* 
And let tlidr temed * fishes softly swim 
Along the mai^ent of the fomy shore, 
Least they their finnes should bnize, and sutbate' 

sore 
Their tender feete upon the stony giownd : 
And coniming to the place, where tkll in gore 
And cniddy^ blood enwallowed they fbwnd 
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XXXVI. 

" Deare image of mysdfe," she sayd, " that b 

The wretched sonne of wretched mother borne, 

Is this thine high advauncement ? O ! is this 

Th' immortall name, with which thee yet unbome 

Thy grandsire Nereus promist to adome ? . 

Now lyest thou of life and honor refte ^ ; 

Now lyest thou a lumpe of earth forlome ; 

Ne of thy late life memory is lefte ; 
Ne can thy irrevocable desteny bee wefte !* 

XXXVII. 

" Fond ^ Proteus, father of false prophecis ! 

And they more fond ^ that credit to thee give ! 

Not this the worke of womans hand ywis,^ 

That so deepe wound through these deare members 
drive. 

I feared love ; but they that love doe live ; 

But they that dye, doe nether love nor hate : 

Nath'lesse to thee thy folly I forgive ; 

And to myselfe, and to accursed fate, 
The guilt I doe ascribe : deare wisedom bought too late I 

XXXVIlI. 
'^ O ! what availes it of immortall seed 
To beene ybredd * and never borne to dye ? 
Farre better I it deeme to die with speed 
Then • waste in woe and waylfull miserye : 
Who dyes, the utmost dolor' doth abye®; 
But who that lives, is lefte to waile hb losse : 
So life is losse, and death felicity : 

> IZefte, deprired. ' WeftBf waired, or avoided. 

' Fondf foolish. ^ YwiSf furelj. 

* To beene ybredd^ to hare been bred, or created. 

* Them^ than. ' Dolor ^ grief. * Jihfe^ abide, endure. 



S&d ''^ TQise "tun rta<t rf^grfi ' mj SKB^scnmo 
T3 «e iouis |iaT». then dead die prnm adfeki s^Dne.* 



■^ But it nus hjojwas Sd ios <bys oiTie. 

.\=ii =7 aicK =U5 maH^pie' ; m once tfaer vdl 

T^ai r-nrn i5)pi ne. *i5 tsai he (fid die, 

T^al t» &! e0 ot C15- dsiR ^^pn*ll 

I nnte tare cioaaL uui hnn bed &rvwell, 

SU>* other ofices £x motfKriiMK 

TbCT'vtxiU ml rninu 

Ten ! mmlgre * dion, &mr^ my »» Mte st Sweet ! 
Famrdl, mj sveeusi jcnne, ath ' wenomaieslBn meet!' 
Il_ 
'nun when tbej aO bad sorownl tbeir fil, 
Tbef wftljr gan to seanrh his giieslj wownd : 
And, that they mi^t him handle more at wfll. 
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He loved, and at last her wombe did fill 
With hevenly seed, whereof wise Paeon sprong,) 
Did feele his pulse, shee knew there staied sdll 
Some litle life his feeble sprites emong ; 
Which to his mother told, despeyre she from her flong. 

XLII. 
Tho,^ up him taking in their tender hands. 
They easely unto her charett beare : 
Her teme at her commaundement quiet stands. 
Whiles they the corse into her wagon reare. 
And strowe with flo>^Tes the lamentable beare : 
Then all the rest into their coches clim, 
And through the brackish waves their passage sheare'; 
Upon great Neptunes necke they softly swim. 
And to her watry chamber swiftly carry him. • 

XLIII. 
Deepe in the bottome of the sea, her bowre ^ » 
Is built of hollow billowes heaped hye, 
like to thicke clouds that threat a stormy showre, 
And vauted ^ all within like to the skye. 
In which the gods doe dwell eternally : 
There they him laide m easy couch well dight ^ ; 
And sent in haste for Tryphon, to apply 
Salves to his wounds, and medicines of might : 
For Tryphon of sea-gods the soveraine leach is bight.® 

> ThOyihen. ^ Faii^e^f, vaulted. 

' Sheare^ cut * I^ght, disposed. 

' Bowre, chamber, dwelling. ' Bight, called. 



fortone to see the grave of a friend, than, dead, to engross or occupy 
the grave itself.' 

XLni. 9. — Far TVypkon of sea-gods, &c.] Tryphon's medical 
diploma m of Spenser's own conferring. There is no <* leech of the 
feft-gods " in clasrical mythology. 
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Tlie wliiles Uie nymphcs »tt all about faim lownd. 
Lamenting his mishap and heavy plight ; 
And ofte lib mother, vewing his wide wownd, 
Cuised the hand that did so deadly sought 
Her dearest sonne, her dearest harts delight: 
But none of all those cuises overtOcAe 
The warlike Maide, ih' eosample of that might ; 
But fayrely well slie tlury vd, and well did brooke * 
Her noble deedes, ne her right couise for ought Ibraooke. 
XLV 
Yet did false Archimage her still pursew, 
To bring to passe lus mischievous intent. 
Now tliat he had her singled from the crew 
Of courteous Knights, tho Prince and Foiy gent,* 
Whom late in cbace of Beauty excelleot 
Shce lefte, pui^ewing that same foster ^ Stioog ; 
Of whose fowle outrage they impatient, 




C. IT. THE FAERIE QUEENS. 253 

Those two great Champions did attonce pursew 
The fearefuU Danizell with incessant pajris ; 
Who from them fled, as light-foot hare fiom vew 
Of hunter swifte and sent ^ of howndes trew. 
At last they came unto a double way ; 
Where, doubtfull which to take, her to resk^w. 
Themselves they did dispart,^ each to assay 
Whether more happy were to win so goodly pray. 

XLVII. 
But Timias, the Princes gentle Squyre, 
That Liadies love unto his Lord forlent,^ 
And with proud envy and indignant yre 
After that wicked foster * fiercely went • 
So beene tliey Three three sondry wayes ybent : 
But fayrest fortune to the Prince befell ; 
Whose chaunce it was, that soonij he did repent. 
To take that way in which diat Damozell 
Was fledd afore, affiaid of him as feend of hell. 

XLVIII. 
At last of her far off he gained vew : 
Then gan he freshly pricke his fomy steed. 
And ever as he nigher to her drew. 
So evermore he did increase his speed. 
And of each turning still kept wary heed : 

^ Sent, scent ' Forleni, gare up. 

' Dispart, diyide. ^ Foster, forester. 



' XLVll. b,— Tkey Three.'] That is, Prince Arthur and Sir Guyon, 
who were both pursuing the lady, and Timias, who was in chase of the 
forester. 

XLVII. 7,^ That soone he did repent.] This is a parenthesis. It 
chmeed to Prince Arthur to take the way the lady had gone, whieh, 
however, he had occasion to repent or regret, because (as will be seen 
directly) his hopes were raised only to be disappointed. 
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Alowd to her he oftentimes did cdl 
To doe away vaine doubt and needlease dreed : 
Full myld to her he spake, and oft let &1] 
Many meeke wordes to staj- and comfort her whhalL 
XLIX. 
But nothing might relent ' her hasty Qight ; 
So deepe the deadly feare of that foule swaine 
Was earst^ impressed in her gentle spright: 
like as a fearefuH dove, which through the raine^ 
Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine, 
Having laire oS espyda a tassell gent, 
Which after her his nimble wlnges dodi sUaine, 
Doubleth her hast for feare to bee for-hent,* 
And widi her pineons cleaves the liquid 6nnament. 



With no lesse hast, and eke with no lesse diced, 
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LI. 

His uncouth ^ shield and straunge aimes her dismayd, 
Whose like in Faery Lond were seldom- seene ; 
That fast she from him fledd, no lesse airayd 
Then ^ of wilde beastes if she had chased beene : 
Yet he her foUowd still with corage keene 
So long, that now the golden Hesperus 
Was mounted high in top of heaven sheene,^ 
And wamd Ins other brethren ioyeous 
To light their blessed lamps in loves etemall hous. 

LII. 
All suddeinly dim wox ^ the dampish ajrre, 
And griesly shadowes covered heaven bright, 
That now with thousand starres was decked fayre : 
Which when the Prince beheld, a lothfiill ^ sight, 
And that perforce, for want of lenger® light. 
He mote "^ surceasse ^ his suit and lose the hope 
Of his long labour ; he gan fowly wyte ® 
His wicked fortune that had tumd aslope. 
And cursed Night that reft fiom him so goodly scope. 

LIII. 
Tho,^*^ when her wayes he could no more descry. 
But to and fro at disaventure strayd ; 
Like as a ship, whose lodestar suddeinly 
Covered with clouds her pilott hath dismayd ; 

' Uncouth, unknown, strange. ' Lenger, longer. 

• Then, than. f Mote, must 

' Sheene, ihining. '^ Swreeatse, cease from. 

• Wox, waxed. » Wyte, reproach 

• LotkfuU, unpleasant. ^^ Tho, then. 



LI. 1. — I2tf uncouik shield.'] Prince Arthur's shield, it will be reool- 
•ected, was covered with a veil. 
LII. 9. — So goodly scope.] So fair an object. 
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His wearisome pumiit peifone be stayd. 
And &om his loftie steed disroounting lovr 
Did let him forage : downe himseUe he byd 
Upon the grassy ground to sleepe a throw * ; 
The cold eanh was his couch, the hard stede tia pill&w. 

LIV. 
Bui gentle Sleepe eovyde him any test; 
Instead thereof sad sorow and disdaine 
Of his hard hap did vex bis Doble brest. 
And thousand Fancies belt his ydle hnyne 
With their light wings, the sights of semblants' raine: 
Oft did he wish that Lady &re mote bee 
His Faery Queene, for whom be did CGmpUine ; 
Or that his Fa^ Queene were such as diee: 
.\nd ever hasty Night he blamed lutteriie : 

LV. 
" Night ! thou foule mother of amioyaunce sad. 
Sister of lieavie Death, and nouise of Woe, 
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His lustlesse ^ limbes, and drowne his baser mind, 
Doth pnuse thee oft, and oft fiom Stygian deepe 
Calles thee his goddesse, in his eirour blind, 
And great dame Natures handmaide chearing every kind. 

LVII. 

" But well I wote ^ that to an heavy hart 
Thou art the roote and nourse of bitter cares, 
Breeder of new, renewer of old smarts : 
Instead of rest thou lendest rayling ^ teares ; 
Instead of sleepe thou sendest troublous feares 
And dreadfull visions, m the which alive 
The dreary image of sad Death appeares : 
So from the wearie spirit thou doest drive 
Desired rest, and men of happinesse deprive. 

LVIII. 

" Under thy mande black there hidden lye 
Light-shonning Thefte, and traiterous Intent, 
Abhorred Bloodshed, and vile Felony, 
Shamefull Deceipt, and Daunger immment, 
Fowle Horror, and eke hellish Dreriment^: 
All these I wote ^ in thy protection bee, 
And light doe shonne, for feare of being shent ^ : 
For light ylike is loth'd of them and thee : 
And all, that lewdnesse® love, doe hate the light to see. 

LIX. 
" For day discovers all dishonest wayes. 
And sheweth each thing as it is in deed : 
The prayses of High God he faire displayes, 
And His large bountie rightly doth areed^: 

1 lAudeueyhatdewB, * S%eii<y blamed, ■htmed. 

* WoUf know. ' Letodneue, evil genenllj. 

' Rmfitngf rolling, flowing. ' Areed, teach. 
^ DrenmmUf aorrow. 

22» 
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Daycs deaiesi cliildreii be iho Uessed seed 
Which Daxknesse shall subdue and heBven vn 
Tnitb is his daughter ; he her fiisi did breed 
Meet sacred Virgin without spot of aatie : 

Out ii& b day ; but death with darkucs% doch begin. 
LX. 
" O, wlien will Day llien tunic to nw sgaine. 
And bring witli him his long-oxpectcd ligbl ! 
O Titan ! bast to rcarc thy ioyous waine ; 
Speed ihee to Epred abroad thy beames biigfai. 
And chace away tliis too long tingring Pii^t ; 
Cbace ber away, &om whence slic camo, to twfl 
^e, she it h, that hath mo done dcspight : 
There Ic* her with the damned spirits dwell, 

And yield her rowme to Day, that cati it gorenie wefl." 
LXI. 
Thus did the Prince tliat wcarie night outwearc 
lo resllease anguish and uoqiset jiakia; 



I 
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CANTO V. 

Prince Arthur hears of Florimell : 
Three foeters * Timias wound ; 

Belpboebe findes him almost dead, 
And reareth out of awownd. 

I. 
Wonder it is to see in diverse mmdes 
How diversly Love doth his pageaunts play, 
And shewes his powre in variable kindes^: 
The baser wit, whose ydle thoughts alway 
Are wont to cleave unto the lowly clay, 
It stirreth up to sensuall de^. 
And in lewd slouth to wast his carelesse day ; 
But in brave sprite it kindles goodly fire, 
That to all high desert and honour doth aspire. 

II. 
Ne suffereth it uncomely Idlenesse 
In his free thought to build her sluggish nest ; 
Ne sufiereth it thought of ungentlenesse 
Ever to creepe into his noble brest ; 
But to the highest and the worthiest 
lifieth it up that els would lowly fall . 
It lettes not fall, it lettes it not to rest ; 
U lettes not scarse this Prince to breath at all. 
But to his first poursuit him forward still doth call : 

> Fo9Ur9s forestera. ' VariatU landeSf Tarioua modes. 



II.9.— BKtfoAiff/rjffOMrMty&e.] See book I. canto IX. ftama XV . 



THE WAXBTC ItCrKBirB. 



III. 



Wbo long tiine wandred through ihe Jbreet wyde 
To finde some issue llience; till thai at last 
He met a DwarTe that seemed lerrifyde 
With some late pcrill which he hardly post. 
Or other accident which him aghast' ; 
Of whom he asked, whence he lately came, 
And whellier now he travelled so fast: 
For sore he swat, and, rorniiog through tliat same 
Tbicke forest, was bescracht, and both his feet lu^ Umc 



Panting for breaA, and ahnost out of hail. 

The Dwarfe him answerd; "Sir, ill mote I slay 

To tcl! the same: I lately did depart 

From Faeij' Court, where I have many a day 

Served a gentle Lady of great sway 

And high accompt tbroughcwt all Elfin Land, 

Who lately left the same, and vooko this W17: 
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The surest signe, whereby ye may her know. 
Is, that she is the fairest wight alive, I trow." 

VI. 
" Now certes, Swaine," saide he, "such one, I weene, 
Fast flying through this forest fiom her fo, 
A foule ill-favoured foster,^ I have seen^ ; 
Herselfe, well as I might, I reskewd tho,^ 
But could not stay ^; so iast she did foregoe,^ 
Carried away with wings of speedy feare." 
" Ah ! dearest Crod," quoth he, " tliat is great woe, 
And wondrous ruth ^ to all that shall it heare: 
But can ye read,® Sir, how I may her finde, or where?** 

VII. 
" Perdy me lever were to weeten that," 
Saide he, " then ransoroe of the richest Knight, 
Or all the good that ever yet I gnt: 
But froward fortune, and too forward*^ night. 
Such happinesse did, maulgre, to me spight. 
And fio me reft both life and light attone.^ 
But, Dwarfe, aread^ what is that Lady bright 
That through this fbrrest wandreth thus alone ; 
For of her errour straunge I have great ruth ^ and mone." 

> Foster, forester. ' Read, inform. 

' Tho, then. ^ Too forward^ coming on too ftst 

' Stay, stop, catch. ' Jittane, at once. 

* Forego, go forward. * Aroad, declare. 

* Rvih, pity. 



VI 1. 1 . — Perdy me lever, &c .] * Indeed 1 would prefer to know Uiat, 
than to receive enough to ransom the richest knight.' 

VII. 5. — Mavlgre.l Todd considers this an adyerb of imprecation 
—"Corse on it" 

VII. 9. — For of her errour, &c.] * I am greaUy concerned that she 
■hoold wander in such a manner.' — Errour m used in the sense of the 
Latin word error, wandering. 
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vni. 
"That Ladie is," quoth be, "wbcceso riie bee^ 
The bountiest Virgin and iDost debooaire ^ 
That ever living eye, I weene, did see : 
Lives none this day that may with her compare 
In stedfast chastilie and vntue rare, 
The goodly omanienls of beau^ bright ; 
And is ycleped ' Flonmell ibe &yre, 
Faire Flonmell beloVd of many a Knight, 
Yet she loves n<»ie but one, that Maiinell a higbt'; 
IX. 
" A Sea-nymphes sonne, that Marindl is bight,' 
Of my deare Dame b loved deaidy well ; 
In other none, but hira, she sets delight ; 
All her delight is set on MaiiDell ; 
But he sets nought at all by Flonmell : 
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And honour of trew Liadies, if ye may 
By your good counsell, or bold hardiment,^ 
Or succour her, or me direct the way, 
Do one or other good, I you most humbly pray : 

XI. 
" So may ye gaine to you full great renowine 
Of all good Liadies through the worlde so wide. 
And haply in her hart finde highest rowme^ 
Of whom ye seeke to be most magnifide ! 
At least etemall meede shall you abide." 
To whom the Prince ; " Dwarfe, comfort to thee take ; 
For, till thou tidings leame what her betide, 
I here avow thee never to forsake . 
HI weares he armes, that nill ^ them use for Ladies sake." 

Xil. 
So with the Dwarfe he back retoum'd againe. 
To seeke his Lady, where he mote her finde ; 
But by the way he greatly gan complame 
The want of his good Squire late left behinde. 
For whom he wondrous pensive grew in minde. 
For doubt ^ of daunger which mote him betide; 
For him he loved above all mankinde. 
Having him trew and faithfull ever tride,* 
And bold, as ever Squyre that waited by Knights side : 

XIII. 
Who all this while full hardly was assayd • 
Of deadly daunger which to him betidd '' : 
For, whiles hb Lord pursewd that noble Mayd, 

> HardimetUf courage. * Tride^ experienced. 

' RawnUf place. * Astaydy assailed. 

' AIQ, will not. ^ Betiddy happened. 
^ Dovht,fetLT, 



XII. i.^LaUl^ bthinde.] See canto IV. stania XLVII. 



T 1 Mae ivsi^n u im sanx as ai 

IT 1 ' ""• SUB Dui^bJ. . B'TT je cnacsd bsK 

T riTTBgr lie 1DCX2 -voBUB 'voioiai he vaud bsie ti 



Wiesa :hnaK£ii Fahtaese ot aa ipeeoe brvt. 
Or lacwJeCt^ a =xHe -vaods vsece Be Ad dwcA, 
Tbk aaij ae atm aon^c **« idesst. 
Au* IXC <£ •itr* acued at iht* le^t*; 
Tit 3B[ ^Kzaec x-sQ ae cev mrafd 
Ot' SB bad 6staB. •mdch ci3t be mciexst, 
7(« ceno! mx. €Z ski oppc^Ecd haid 
T^ beane fb^oe ibal fcr fo^ I t aeho un h ptepanL 
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XVI. 

Forthwith themselves with their sad instruments 
Of spoyle and murder they gan arme bylive,^ 
And with him foorth mto the forrest went 
To wreake the wrath, which he did earst^ revive 
In there steme brests, on him which late did drive 
Their brother to reproch and shamcfiill flight : 
For they had vow'd that never he alive 
Out of that forest should escape their might ; 

Vile rancour their rude harts had fild with such despight. 

XVII. 
Within that wood there was a covert glade, 
Foreby ^ a narrow fbord, to them well knowne, 
Through which it was uneath ^ for wight to wade ; 
And now by fortune it was overflowne : 
By that same way they knew that Squyre unknowne 
Mote algates * passe ; forthy ® themselves they set 
There in await with thicke woods overgrowne, 
And all the while their malice they did whet 

With cruell threats his passage through the ford to let.''^ 

XVIII. 
It fortuned, as they devized had, 
The gentle Squyre came ryding that same way, 
Unweeting ® of their wile and treason bad, 
And through the ford to passen did assay ; 
But that fierce foster,^ which late fled away, 
Stoudy foorth stepping on the further shore. 
Him boldly bad his passage there to stay, 

' BffUve^ immediately. • Forthy, therefore. 

* Eorjl, juft before. ^ Let, hinder. 

' Foreby f near to. * Untoeeting, unknowing 

« Uneath, hardly powible. • Foster, foreiter. 

* JUgatet, at all events. 

VOL. II. 83 
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Till he bad made amends, and fiill restore ' 
For all the damage which be bad bun doen afixe. 
XIX. 
With that, at biro a quiv'ring dait he threw 
With so fell ibrce, and villmous des{nte, 
That through his haberietxi ^ the fbdcehead Sew, 
And through the linked luayles anpierced quite. 
But had no powre in his soft flesh to bite : 
That strr^e the hardy Squire did sore displease, 
But more that him he could not come to smite ; 
For by no meanes the high banke he could sease,^ 
But labour'd long m that deepe ford with vaine disease.*' 
XX. 
And still the foster ' with his long bore^peare 
I£m kept &om landing at his wished will : 
Anoce cme sent out'of the thicket neaie 
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But warily be did avoide the blow, 
And with his speare requited him agayne, 
That both his sides were thrilled ^ with the throw,* 
And a large streame of bloud out of the wound did fbw. 

XXII. 
He, tombling downe, with gnashing teeth did bite 
The bitter earth, and bad to lett him in 
Into the balefuU house of endlesse night, 
Whefe wicked ghosts doe waile their former sm. 
Tho ^ gan the battaile freshly to begin ; 
For nathemore ^ for that spectacle bad 
Did th' other two their cruell vengeaunce blin,^ 
But both attonce on both sides him bestad,^ 
And load upon him layd, his life for to have had. 

XXIII. 
Tho ^ when that villayn he aviz'd,'' which late 
Affiighted had the fairest Florimell, 
Full of fiers fiiry and indignant hate 
To him he turned, and with rigor fell 
Smote him so nidely on the pannikell,^ 
That to the chin he clefte his head in twaine : 
Downe on the ground his carinas grovelmg feU ; 
His sinfull sowle with desperate disdaine 
Out of her fleshly ferme ^ fled to the place of paine. 

XXIV. 
That sedng, now the only last of three 

> ThrilUdj pierced. • Btstad, beMt 

* Throw, thnut » Avix'd^ perceived. 

' Tho, then. b PamdktiUy (panieula, Lat.,) crett 

* Jfaihgmore, none the more. ' Femu, lodging. 

* BliUf cease. 



XXII. 9.-^ And load, &.C.] Laid a load or weight of blowi upon 
him in order to take hii life. 
XXIV. l.-^Thai 9umg, &c.] »He who was now the only one of 
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Who with tliat wicked sliafle Ilim wcNinded had, 
Trembling with horror, (as that did fiiresee 
The fearefull end of his avengement sad. 
Through which lie follow should bis brethren bad,) 
His booielesse bow in feeble hand upcaught. 
And therewith shoit an arrow at the Lad * ; 
Wiich fayntly fluttring scarce his helmet rau^t,' 

And glauDcing fel to ground, but him annoyed naught. 
XXV. 
With that, he would have fled into the wood ; 
But Timias him lightly oveihent,' 
Right as he entring was into the flood, 
And strooke at him with force so violent, 
That headlesse him into the foord he sent; 
The carcas with the streame was carried downe, 
But til' head fell backeward on the continent' ; 
So mischief fel upon the meaners crowne : [nowne: 

They three be dead with shame ; the Squire lives with j^ 
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But both of comfort him thou shalt deprive, 
And eke thyselfe of honor which thou didst atcbive. 

XXVII. 
Providence hevenly passeth living thought, 
And doth for wretched mens reliefe make way ; 
For loe ! great grace or fortune thether brought 
Conifbrt to him that comfordesse now lay. 
In those same woods ye well remember, may 
How that a noble hunteresse did wonne/ 
Shee, that base Braggadochio did affiray,^ 
And made him fast out of the forest ronne ; 
Belphcebe was her name, as faire as Phcebus sunne. 

XXVIII. 

Shee on a day, as shee pursewd the chace 
Of some wilde beast, which with her arrowes keene 
She wounded had, the same along did trace 
By tract of blood, which she had iireshly seene 
To have besprinckled all the grassy greene ; 
By the great pursue which she there perceav'd, 
Well hoped shee the beast engor'd ^ had beene, 
And made more haste the life to have bereav'd : 
But ah ! her expectation greatly was deceav'd. 

XXIX. 

Shordy she came whereas that woeiull Squire 
With blood deformed lay in deadly swownd ; 
In whose faire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire, 
The christall humor stood congealed rownd ; 

* Wamu, dwell. * Jiffray, terrify. ' Engor'd^ wounded. 



XXVII. 5. — Ftf ioeZ2 remmidfer may.'\ See book II. canto 111. itania 
XXI., Ajq. 

XX Vni. 6. — Pirme.'l Chnrch layi that thia word means fmrtmi: 
bm ilieema xatlier to signify tbe flow of blood. 

23* 
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His locks, like fiided leaves (tiWat to grownd, 
Knotted with blood in bouncbes rudely nn ; 
And his sweete lips, cm which before (hat stownd' 
The bud of youth to blossome faire began, 

SpMld of tlieir rosy red, were woxen ^ pale and wan. 
XXX. 
Saw never livinf; eie more heavy sight, 
That could have made a rocke of stone to rew,^ 
Or rive in twaine : which when that Lady bright. 
Besides all ho|)e, with melting aes did vew, 
All sudd^ly abasht shee chaunged hew, 
And ^vith steme hoiror backward gan to start : 
But, when shee better him beheld, sbee grew 
Full of soil passbn and unwonted smart ; 

The pcnnt of pilty perced through her tender hatt. 
XXXI. 
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To seeke for hearbes that mote him remedy ; 
For shee of herbes had great intendiment,^ 
Taught of the nymphe which fiom her in&ncy 
Her nourced had in trew nobility : 
There, whether yt divine tobacco were, 
Or panachaea, or polygony, 
She fownd, and brought it to her patient deare, 
Who al tiiis while lay bleding out his hart-blood neare. 

XXXIII. 
The soveralne weede betwixt two marbles plaine ^ 
Shee pownded small, and did in peeces bruze ; 
And then atweene her lilly handes twaine 
Into his wound the juice thereof did scruze ^ ; 
And round about, as she could well it uze, 
The flesh therewith she suppled * and did steepe, 
T' abate all spasme and soke the swelling bruze ; 
And, after having searcht the intuse ^ deepe, 
She with her scarf did bind the wound, fix)m cold to keepe. 

XXXIV. 
By this he had sweet life recur'd ® agayne. 
And, groning inly deepe, at last his eies. 
His watry eies drizling like deawy ra3me. 
He up gan lifle toward the azure skies, 
From whence descend all hopelesse "^ remedies : 

' Intendimentf knowledge. * Intuse^ contusion. 

• Plahu, smooth. • Recur* d, recovered. 

' Sentxef squeeze. '' Hopdesse^ unexpected. 

* Suppled, made supple, moistened. 

XXII. 6. — Divine tobacco.] Warton conjectures that this honutable 
mention of tobacco was intended as a compliment to Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, by whom it had shortly before been introduced into England. 

XXXIII. 5. — As she could wdl it uze.] As she weD knew how 
to da 
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Therewith he ^gh'd ; and, turning him «ade. 

The goodly Sklaide fiiU of divimties 

And gifts of heavenly grace he by him spide. 

Her how and gilden quiva lying bim beade- 
XXXV. 
" Mercy ! deare Lord," said he, " what grace is thra 
That (bou hast shewed to me siofiill wight, 
To send thine AngeU from her bowre of blis 
To comfort me in my distressed plight 1 
Angel), or goddesse, doe I call thee right? 
^Vhat s^^e may I doe unto thee meete. 
That hast from daikenes me retumd to light. 
And with thy hevenly salves and med'dnes sweete 

Host drest my sinM wounds ! I kisse thy blessed ieete " 
iixvr. 
Thereat she blushing said ; " Ah I gende Squire, 
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And every one to ronne the swiftest stryv'd ; 
But two of them the rest far overpast^ 
And where their Lady was arrived at the last 

XXXVIII. 
Where when they saw that goodly Boy * with blood 
Defowled, and their Lady dresse his wownd, 
They wondred much ; and shortly understood 
How him in deadly cace their Lady ibwnd^ 
And reskewed out of the heavy stownd.* 
Eftsoones ^ his warlike courser, which was strayd 
Farre in the woodes whiles that he lay in swownd. 
She made those damzels search ; which bemg stayd, 
They did him set thereon, and forth with them convayd. 

XXXIX. 

Into that forest farre they thence him led 
Where was their dwelling ; in a pleasant glade 
With mountaines rownd about environed 
And mightie woodes, which did the valley shade, 
And like a stately theatre it made 
Spreading itselfe into a spatious plaine ; 
And m the midst a little river plaide 
Emongst the pumy ^ stones, which seemd to plame ^ 
With gentle murmure that his course they did restraine. 

XL. 
Beside the same a d^unty place there lay, 
Planted with mirtle trees and laurells greene, 
In which the birds song many a lovely lay 
Of Gods high pnuse, and of their sweet loves teene,* 
As it an earthly paradize had beene : 

* Boy, yoath. * Pumy^ poroui. 

' Stawnd^ affliction. * Plaine^ complain. 

* EJUooneSf immediately. * Teme, pain. 
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Id vboK eoclosed sfauknr dicre wis pi^* 

A &iie parilioD, scarcely to be seox, 

llie which \ns a] witbiD nnst lichly £^it,' 

That greatest piiaces living it mote wdl deligfat. 
XLI. 
Thetba tbey brought that wounded Sipiyie, and layd 
In easie couch his fe^e limbes to icsL 
He tested him awhOe ; and then the mayd 
His readie wound with better salves new drest : 
DaOy she dressed him, and did the best, 
Ks grievous hurt to guaiisb,' that sbe nught ; 
That shortly she his devour * hath rediest. 
And Ins Ibule sore reduced to &ire [digfat: 

It abe reduced, but himselfe destroyed quig^ 
XLII. 
O frxJisfa physick, and unfitutAdl paice,' 
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Still whenas he beheld the heavenly Mayd, 
Whiles daily playsters to his wownd she layd, 
So still his malady the more mcreast, 
The whiles her matchlesse beautie him dismayd.^ 
Ah God ! what other could he do at least. 
But love so fayre a Lady that his life releast ! 

XLIV. 
Long while he strove in his corageous brest 
With reason dew the passion to subdew, 
And love for to dislodge out of his nest : 
Still when her excellencies he did vew, 
Her soveraine bountie ^ and celestiall hew, 
The same to love he strongly was constraynd : 
But, when his meane estate he did revew, 
He from such hardy boldnesse was restraynd, 
And of his lucklesse lott and cruell love thus playnd : 

XLV. 
'' Ijnthankfull wretch/' said he, ''is this the meed, 
With which her soverain mercy thou doest quight ' ? 
Thy life she saved by her gratious deed ; 
But thou doest weene with villeinous despight 
To blott her honour and her heavenly light : 
Dye ; rather dye then * so disloyally 
Deeme of her high desert, or seeme so light : 
Fayre death it is, to shonne more shame, to dy : 
Dye ; rather dye then ^ ever love disloyally. 

XLVI. 
'' But if, to love, disloyalty it bee, 

' Digmmfd, rabdaed. ' Qjuightf requite. 

* BowOUf goodness. ^ Jlun, than. 



XLV. a— Foyrtf death, Ac.] Fair death it ia to die in ofder to 
avoid a greater diigraoe. 
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Shall I ibrai hate her that from deathes due 
Me biought ? ah ! farre be such repcoch fio mee 1 
What can I lesse doe then ' her lore thereflffe, 
Silh' I her dew reward cannot restore? 
Dye ; rather dye, and dying doe her serve ; 
Dying her serve, and living her adore ; 
Thy hfe she gave, thy life she doth deserve : 
Dye ; rather dye then • ever from her service swerve. 
XLVII. 
" But, IboUsh boy, what bootes thy sovice bace 
To her, to whom the hevens doe serve and sew '? 
Thou, a meane Squyre of mecke and lowly pkice ; 
She, hevenly home and of celestial! hew. 
How then ? of all Vove (aketh equal! vew : 
And doth not Highest God vouchsafe to take 
The love and service of the basest crew ? 
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XLIX. 

Which seeing fayre Belphoebe gan to feare 
Least that his wound were inly well not heald. 
Or that the wicked Steele empoysned were : 
Ldtle shee weend that love he close conceald. 
Yet still he wasted, as the snow congeald 
When the bright sunne his beams thereon doth beat : 
Yet never be his hart to her reveald ; 
But rather chose to dye for sorow great 
Then ^ with dishonourable terraes her to entreat. 

L. 
She, gracious Lady, yet no pames did spare 
To doe him ease, or doe him remedy : 
Many restoratives of vertues rare 
And costly cordialles she did apply, 
To mitigate his stubbome malady : 
But that sweet cordiall, which can restore 
A love-sick hart, she did to him envy ^ ; 
To him, and to all th* unworthy world forlore,^ 
She did env^ ^ that soveraine salve in secret store. 

LI. 
That daintie rose, the daughter of her mome. 
More deare then ^ life she tendered, whose flowre 
The girlond of her honour did adome : 
Ne suffied she the middayes scorching powre, 
Ne the sharp northeme wind thereon to showre ; 
But lapped up her silken leaves most chayre,* 
Whenso the fix)ward skye began to lowre ; 

> 7%en, than. ' Ft^r^ore, forlorn, forsaken. 

' Emoy, grudge, deny. ^ Chayre, chary. 



natore or quality, or as completely as if it were done hy an artificial 
process. 

VOL. n. S4 
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But, soone as calmed was (he christall ayre, 
She did it fayre dispred and let to florish byn. 
Lll. 
Eiemall God, in his almightie powre. 
To make ensample of his heavenly grace, 
In paradizc whylome ' did plant tlas Flowre ; 
Whence he it fetcht out of her natire place, 
And did in stocke of earthly flesh eorace,' 
That mortall men her glory should admyrc. 
In gentle Ladies breste and bounteous race 
Of woman-kind it fayrest Flowre doth spyre,' 
And bearclh fnjjt of tionour and all chast desyre. 
LIII. 
FajTe ympes* of beautie, whose bright shining beamc 
Adome the world with like to heavenly light, 
And lo your willes both royalties and leames * 
Subdew, through conquest of your wondroos nngfat ; 
Willi ilii^ fiivre F]o^ 
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Of th' honorable stage of wotnanhead, 
That Ladles all may follow her cnsample dead. 

LV. 
In so great pra3rse of stedfast Chastity 
Nathlesse she was so courteous and kynde, 
Tempred with Grace and goodly Modesty, 
That seeined those two vertues strove to fynd 
The higher place in her heroick mynd : 
So strivmg each did other more augment, 
And both encreast the prayse of womankynde, 
And both encreast her beautie excellent : 
So all did make in her a perfect complement.^ 

' CompUmeiU, complete character. 



LI V. 9. — Htr maampU ico^.] The example of her dead. 

LV. 9. — j| j^ut Wfl^Zenanf.] The affection of Timiaa for Bel- 
phoBbe ii suppoaed to allude to Sir Walter Raleigh*8 pretended admira- 
tion of Queen Elixabeth. 



THE PAEBIB (tUECMS. 



CANTO VI. 

The Birth of fayra BelfJuBbe and 

Of Amorett ia told : 
The Gardina of Adonis fraught 

With pleaaorea manifold. 

1. 
Well may I weeae, faire Ladies, all this while 
Ye wonder how this Doble Damozell 
So great perfections did in ber ' compile,* 
Sith ' that in salvage forests she did dwell, 
So farre from Court and royall Citaddl, 
The great schoolmaistresse of all Courtesy : 
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III. 

Her Berth was of the wombe of monung dew. 
And her concepdon of the ioyous prime ; 
And all her whole creation did her shew 
Pure and unspotted from all loathly crime 
That is ingenerate in fleshly slime. 
So was tliis Virgm bome> so was she bred ; 
So was she trayned up fixtm time to time 
In all chaste vertue and true bounuhed/ 

Till to her dew perfection she were ripened. 

IV. 
Her mother was the faire Chrysogonee, 
The daughter of Amphisa, who by race 
A Faerie was, ybome of high degree : 
She bore Belphoebe ; she bore in like cace 
Fajrre Amoretta in the second place : 
These two were twinnes, and twixt them two did share 
The heritage of all celestiall grace ; 
That all the rest it seemd they robbed bare 

Of bounty, and of beautie, and all vertues rare. 

V. 
It were a goodly storie to declare 
By what straunge accident faire Chrysogone 
Conceiv'd these infants, and how them she bare 
In this wilde fbrrest wandring all alone, 
Ailer she had nine moneths fulfild and gone : 
For not as other wemens commune brood 
They were enwombed in the sacred throne 

> BoutUihedf goodness. 



IV. 1.-2^ fatre Ckryaoganu.} This mjthological pedigree is 
entirely ftnciftd, and though Belphosbe is Queen Elixabeth, Chr7K>go- 
nee te not Anne Boleyn. 

24* 
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Of her chaste bodie ; nor with commune food, 
As other wemens babes, they sucked vitall blood: 
VI. 
But wondrously they were begot and bred 
Through Influence of th' hevens fiuitiiill ray. 
As it in anliqile bookes is mentioned. 
It was upon a soinmers shinie day, 
^Vhen Tiian faire his bearaes did display, 
In a fresh fountaine, lar from all mens vew. 
She baih'd her brest the boyllng heat t' allay ; 
She bath'd with roses red and nolets blew, 
And all the sweetest flowers that in the fwrest grew: 
VII. 
Till faini through yrkesome wearines adowne 
Upon the grassy ground heiselfe she layd 
To sleepc, the whiles a gentle slombiing swowite 
Upon her fell all naked bare displayd : 
TliL' Fiiiihi'aino.5 liri;ht upon her Ixwiy playd, 
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Infinite shapes of creatures men doe fynd 
Infonned ^ m the mud on which the sunne hath shynd. 

IX. 

Great father he of generation 
Is rightly cald, th' authour of life and light ; 
And his faire sister for creation 
Ministreth matter fit, which, tempred right 
With heate and humour, breedes the Uving wight 
So sprong these twinnes-m womb of Chrysogone ; 
Yet wist^ she nought thereof, but sore afiSnght 
Wondred to see her belly so upblone. 
Which still increast till she her terme had full outgone. 

X. 

Whereof conceiving shame and foule disgrace, 
Albe ^ her guiltlesse conscience her cleard. 
She fled into the wildemesse a space, 
Till that imweeldy burden she had reard,^ 
And shund dishonor which as death she feard : 
Where, wearie of long traveill, downe to rest 
HerseUe she set, and comfortably cheard ; 
There a sad cloud of sleepe her overicest/ 
And seized every sence with sorrow sore opprest. 

XI. 
It fortuned, faire Venus havmg lost 

1 /it/brmed, imperfectly formed. > Wist, knew. ' ^Ibe, althongh. 
* Heard, brought to fulness or maturity. * Overheat, overcast. 

• 

wonders. Among the stories found in the classical writers is this 
which Spenser mentions, that •«i"ift^« of various kinds are generated 
by the rays of the sun falling upon the fertiliiing deposit left by the 
Nile. 

IX. 3. — His faire sister.} The moon. 

Xl.l.— r«tt«sAiiwvlM<,&c.] This incident was suggested by a 
veiy pretty idyl of Moschus, called ** Love a Aigitife." 
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Her liule sonne, (he winged god of love. 

Who for some light displeasure, which him cro^ 

Was from her fled as flit as ayery dove. 

And left her blisfull bowre of ioy above; 

(So fix)m her often he had ded away, 

Wlien she for ought bim sharpely did reprove. 

And wandred in the world in straunge aray, 

Disguiz'd in tliousand shapes, that none might him bewray ;) 
XII. 
Him for to seeke, she left her heavenly hous, 
The house of goodly formes and faire aspects. 
Whence all the worid derives die glorious 
Features of beautie, and all shapes select, 
With which High God his workmanship hath deck! ; 
And searched everie way through which his wings 
Had home him, or his tract she mote detect: 
She promist kisses sweet, and sweeter things. 

Unto tliL' man thjit of him IvOini."' to her brings. 
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And everie one her answerd, that too late 
He had him seene, and felt the crueltee 
Of his sharpe dartes and whot^ artilleree: 
And everyone threw forth reprocbes rife^ 
Of his mischievous deedes, and sayd that hee 
Was the disturber of all civill life, 
The enimy of peace, and authour of all strife. 

XV. 
Then in the Countrey she abroad him sought, 
And in the rurall cottages inquir'd ; 
Where also many plaintes to her were brought. 
How he their heedelesse harts with love had fir'd. 
And his false venim through their veines inspir'd ; 
And eke the gentle shepheard swaynes, which sat 
Keepmg their fleecy flockes as they were hyr'd, 
She sweetly heard complsdne both how and what 

Her Sonne had to them doen ; yet she did smile thereat. 

XVI. 
But, when in none of all these she him got. 
She gan avize ' where els he mote him hyde : 
At last she her bethought that she had not 
Yet sought the salvage Woods and Forests wyde, 
In which fiiU many lovely Nymphes abyde ; 
Mongst whom might be that he did closely * lye, 
Or that the love of some of them him tyde : 
Forthy * she thether cast her course t' apply. 

To search the secret haunts of Dianes company. 

XVII. 
Shortly unto the wasteilill woods she came, 
Whereas she found the <roddesse with her crew, 

' » Whoi, hot. * Clasdy, secreUy. 

' RifBf abundant. ^ Forthy, therefore. 

* Avize^ consider. 
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After late cliace of ihear embrewed ' gum. 
Sitting be^de a Ibuntaine in a rew'; 
Some of them washing with the liquid dew 
From oS* their dainty limbs the dusty sweet 
And soyle, which did deftinne their lively bew; 
Others lay shaded from the scoicbing beat; 

The rest upon her |>ersoD gave attendance gteat. 
XVIII. 
She, having hong upon a bough on high 
Her bow and painted quiver, bad unlaste 
Her silver buskins from her nimble tbi^, 
And her lanck loynes ^ ungin, and hreets wbiaste, 
After her beat the breathing cold (O taste ; 
Her golden lockes, that late in tresaea bri^it 
Embreaded * were for hindring of her haste. 
Now loose about her sboulden bong undi^U,' 

And were with sweet Ambrosia all besprinckled LgbL 
XIX 
saw ifcliindo her backe, 
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Into that w3demesse for her unmeet^ 
From her sweete bowres and beds with pleasures fraught : 
That suddein chaung ^ she straung adventure thought. 
To whom halfe weepbg she thus answered ; 
That she her dearest sonne Cupido sought, 
Who in his fiowardnes from her was fled ; 
That she repented sore to have him angered. 

XXI. 
Thereat Diana gan to smile, in scome 
Of her vame playnt, and to her scoffing sayd ; 
"Great pitty sure that ye be so fbrlome * 
Of your gay sonne, that gives you so good ayd 
To your disports ; ill mote ye bene apayd ! " 
But she was more engrieved, and replide ; 
" Faire sister, ill beseemes it to upbrayd 
A dolefrill heart with so disdainfuU pride ; 

The like that mine may be your pdne another tide.' 

XXII. 
" As you in woods and wanton ^ wildemesse 
Your glory sett to chace the salvage beasts ; 
So my delight b all in ioyfulnesse. 
In beds, in bowres, in banckets, and in feasts : 
And ill becomes you, with your lofty creasts. 
To scome the ioye that love is glad to secke : 
We both are bownd to follow heavens beheasts, 
And tend our charges with obeisaunce meeke : 

Spare, gentle sister, with reprcx^h my paine to eeke * ; 

> CAotm^y change * IFant^m, wild. 
' FofUmu^ bereft. * EekB, inereate. 

> 71u2e, time. 



XXI. 5.— iS moU ye bene apayd."] You cooM hardly be eompen- 
•ated for this loM 
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XXIII. 
'• And tell me if that je my soone have beaid 
To lurke einongst your nimpbes to secret wise. 
Or kt«pe tlieir cabins : much I am afieard 
Least he like one of ihem himseUe disguize, 
And lume his arrowes to th^ ezeicize : 
So may he long himselfe full ea^ bide ; 
For he is faire, and fresh in fece and guize 
As any niniphe ; let not it be envide," 
So saying evei^- nbiph full oairowly shee eide. 
XXIV. 
But Phoebe therewith sore was angood, 
And sharply saide; "Goe, dame ; goe,sedce yourboy, 
Where you him lately lefte, in Mars bis bed: 
He comes not here ; we scome bis fbtJisb toy, 
Ne lend we leisure to bis idle toy : 
But, if I catch him in this company, 
By Siy;;iiiii lake 1 vo«', whose sad annoy 
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Through all the woods, to search from place to place 
If any tract of him or tidmgs they mote trace. 

XXVI. 
To search the god of love her nimphes she sent 
Throughout the wandring forest every where : 
And after them herselfe eke with her went 
To seeke the (iigitive both farre and nere. 
So long they sought, till they arrived were 
In that same shady covert whereas lay 
Faire Crysogone in slombry traunce whilere ^ ; 
Who m her sleepe (a wondrous thing to say) 
Unwares had borne two Babes as faire as springing day. 

XXVII. 
Unwares she them conceivd, unwares she bore : 
She bore withouten psdne, that she conceiv'd 
Withouten pleasure ; ne her need implore 
Lucinaes tide : Which when they both perceiv'd. 
They were through wonder nigh of sence berev*d, 
- And gazmg each on other nought bespake : 
At last they both agreed her seembg griev'd 
Out of her heavie swowne not to awake, 
But from her loving side the tender Babes to take. 

XXVIII. 
Up they them tooke, each one a Babe uptooke. 
And with them carried to be fostered : 
Dame Phoebe to a nymphe her Babe betooke^ 
To be upbrought in perfect Maydenhed, 
And, of herselfe, her name Belphoebe red ^ : 

' WkUer6f a little while before. ' Betooke, deliTeied. 

' Red, declared. 



XXVI. 2. — Jhnntghaut the wandring foregt.] Waiutoniig througl^ 
out the foreat 
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But Venus here thence far away coovafd, 

To be upbrougbt in goodly womanhed ; 

And, in lier liUe Loves stead which ft-as stiayd, 
Her AmoretU cald, to comfort her * dismayd.' 
XXIX. 

She brought her to her ioyous Patadize 

Wher most she wonnes,^ when she on enrth does dwdl, 

So fairo a place as nature can devize : 

Whetiier in Paphos, or Cythcron hill, 

Or it in Gnidus bee, I wote* not well ; 

But well I wote* by iriall, that this same 

At! other pleasaunl places dodi excell, 

And called is, by her lost lovers name, 
The Gardin of Adonis, far renowmd by fiune. 
XXX. 

In that same Gardin all the goodly flowres, 

Wherewith dame Nature dotli hw beautify 

And decks (he sjHcnds of her p 
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Of all the weeds that bud and blossome there ; 
But so much as doth need must needs be counted nere 

XXXI. 

It sited ^ was in fruitfiill soyle of old. 
And girt in mth two walls on either side , 
The one of yron, the other of bright gold, 
That none might thorough breake, nor overstride : 
And double gates it had which opened wide, 
By which both in and out men moten^ pas ; 
Th' one faire and firesh, the other old and dride : 
Old Genius the porter of them was, 
Old Genius, the which a double nature has. 

XXXil. 

He letteth in, he letteth out to wend^ 
All that to come into the world desire : 
A thousand thousand naked babes attend 
About him day and night, which doe require 
That he with fleshly weeds would them attire : 
Such as him list, such as etemall fate 
Ordained hath, he clothes with sinfiill mire,^ 
And sendeth forth to live in mortall state, 
Till they agayn retume backe by the hinder gate. 

XXXUI. 
After that they againe retoumed beene, 

* SUedf sitoated. ' Moterif might. ' Wend, go. * Mire, claj. 



XXXI. 8. — Old Genius.'] This is the same GenioB — a being of a 
double sex — described under the name of Agdistes, in book II. canto 
XII. stanza XLVni. 

XXXni. 1.— 4^er that, &c.] In this and the following stanzas, 
the Pythagorean and Platonic doctrines of metempsychosis are ex- 
pounded. The reader may compare with them the passage in the 
sixth book of the £neid (line 724) beginning, 

^ Principio, coslum ac terras, camposque liquentes.*' 
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They in that Gardin planted bee agaj-oe, 

\nd grow ali-esh, as they liad never seene 

Fleshly comipiJon nor inortall payne : 

Some tliousand yeares so dotai ' they thero remayoe, 

And then of liun are clnd with other hew. 

Or sent into the chaungefull world agajTiGi 

Till thelher they retoume where firet lliey grew : 

So, like a wheele, arownd they ronne Irom (^ to nev. 
XXXI V. 
Ne needs there gardiner to sett «■ sow, 
To plant or prune ; for of their owno accord 
All things, as they crenled were, doe grow. 
And yet remember well the Mighty Word 
Which Grsl was spoken by th' Almighty Lord, 
Tliat had tlicm to increase and mvltipty : 
Ne doe they need, with water of llie brd^ 
Or of the clouds, to moystcn thwr roots dry ; 

For in themselves etflmall mastme ihff^ 'mxffy? 
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Yet is the stocke not lessened nor spent, 
But still remaines in everlasting store 
As it at first created was of yore : 
For in the wide wombe of the world there lyes, 
In hateiull darknes and in deep horrore, 
An huge etemall Chaos, which supplyes 
The substaunces of Natures fruitfiill progenyes. 

xxxvn. 

All things fixxn thence doe their first being fetch. 

And borrow matter whereof they are made ; 

Which, whenas forme and feature it does ketch, 

Becomes a body, and doth then mvade ^ 
• The state of life out of the griesly shade. 

That substaunce is eteme, and bideth so ; 

Ne, when the life decayes and forme does fade. 

Doth it consume and into notlung goe. 
But chaunged is and often altred to and froe. 

XXXVIII. 
The substaunce is not chaungd nor altered. 
But th' only forme and outward fashion ; 
For every substaimce is conditioned 
To chaunge her hew, and sondry formes to don," 
Meet for her temper and complexion : 
For formes are variable, and decay 
By course of kmde' and by occaaon ; 
And that (aire flowre of beautie fades away. 
As doth the lilly fi^h before the sunny ray. 

XXXIX. 
Great enimy to it, and to* all the rest 
That m the Gardin of Adonis springs. 
Is wicked Time ; who with his scyth addrest* 

• > htcad€, come into. • JBi^^ natnie. 

• Don, pat on. * Jiddraij trnied. 

25* 
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Does mow t)ie flowring herbes and goodlj things, 
And all tlieir glor)- to the ground downe Sings, 
Where they do wither and are fbwly maid: 
He flyes about, and with his flaggy * wings 
Beates downe boUi leaves and buds without regard, 

Ne ever piiiy may relent his malice hard. 
XL. 
Vet pidy often did the gods rdent,' 
To see so faire ihinges mard and spcnled quight: 
And their great mother Venus did lament 
The lossc of her deare brood, her dean delist : 
Her hart was pierst with pitty at the agbt, 
^Vlion walking tluough the Gardm them sbe spyde, t 
Yet no'te ^ she find redresse for such despigbt : 
For all tliat lives is subiect to that law: 

All things decay in tune, and to tbar end doe draw, 
xu. 

But were it not thai Time iheir troiibler is, 
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Continuall, both meeting at one tyme : 
For both the boughes doe laughmg blossoms beare. 
And with fresh colours decke the wanton piyme/ 
And eke attonce the heavy trees they clyme, 
Which seeme to labour under their fruites lode : 
The whiles the ioyous birdes make their pastjrme 
Emongst the shady leaves^ their sweet abode. 
And their trew loves without suspition tell abrode. 

XLIII. 
Right in the middest of that Paradise 
There stood a stately mount, on whose round top 
A gloomy grove of mirtle trees did rise, 
Whose shady boughes sharp Steele did never lop. 
Nor wicked beastes their tender buds did crop. 
But like a girlond compassed the bight, 
And from their fruitfiill sydes sweet gum did drop, 
That all the ground, with pretious deaw bedight,^ 

Threw forth most dainty odours and most sweet delight. 

XLIV. 
And in the thickest covert of that shade 
There was a pleasant arber, not by art 
But of the trees owne inclination made, 
Which knitting their rancke ^ braunches part to part, 
With wanton yvie-twine entrayld * athwart, 
And^eglantine and caprifole* emong, 
Fashbnd above within their inma-t part. 
That nether Phoebus beams could through them throng, 

Nor Aeolus sharp blast could worke them any wrong. 

XLV. 
And all about grew every sort of flowre, 

> PryiM, fpriBg. ' Bedight^ decked, covered. 

* Rancke f Inznriant. « Enirayld, twiited. * CaprifoU, woodbiM. 
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To which sad loveis were tiansfoimde of yoie ; 
Fresh Hyacinthus, Phcebus paramours 
And dearest love ; 

Foolish Narcisse, that likes the watrjr shore; 
Sad Amaranthus, made a flowre but late, 
Sad Amaranthus, in whose purple gwe 
Me sccmes I see AnuDtas wretched fete. 
To whom sweet poets veise bath ^veu eodlesse dale. 
XLVI. 
There wont fayre Veous often to emoy 
Her dcare Adonis ioyous company, 
And reap sweet pleasure of the wantoo boy: 
There yet, some say, in seorei he does ly, 
Lapped in flowres and pretious spycery, 
By her hid from the worid, and from the dill 
or Stygian gods, which doe ha lore eavf ; 
But she hereelfe, whenever that slie will, 
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XLVIII. 

There now he liveth in eternal blis, 
loying his goddesse, and of her enioyd ; 
Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his. 
Which with his cruell tuske him deadly cloyd ^ : 
For that wild bore^ the which him once annoyd. 
She firmely hath emprisoned for ay, 
(That her sweet Love his malice mote avoyd,) 
In a strong rocky cave, which is, they say, 
Hewen imdemeath that mount, that none him losen^ may. 

XUX. 
There now he lives in everlasting ioy, 
With many of the gods in company 
Which thether haunt, and with the winged boy, 
Sporting himselfe in safe felicity : 
Who when he hath with spoiles and cruelty 
Ransackt the world, and in the wofuU harts 
Of many wretches set his triumphes bye, 
Thether resortes, and, laying his sad dartes 
Asyde, with iaire Adonis playes his wanton partes. 

L. 
And his trew Love faire Psyche with him playes, 
Fayre Psyche to him lately reconcyld. 
After long troubles and unmeet upbrayes,^ 
With which his mother Venus her revyld. 
And eke himselfe her cruelly exyld : 
But now in stedfast love and happy state 
She with him lives, and hath him borne a chyld, 

> Cloyd, pierced. ' Lo3en, loosen, set free. 

' UpbrayeSf upbraidings. 

XLVIII. 5. — Fifr that vsild bort.l Adonis representing the produo- 
tiTO energy of natore, the wild boar is a type of winter, during which 
that energy is suspended. 
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Pleasure, that doth both gods and men aggnte,' 
Pleasure, the daughter of Cupid and I^yche late. 
LI. 

Hetlier great Venus brought this In&nt bjn. 

The yonger daughter of CiysogtMiee, 

And unto Psyche with great trust and care 

Committed her, yfostered to bee 

And trained up in trew faniniiee*: 

Who no lesse careiuUy her tendered 

Then ^ her owne daughter Pleasure, to whom sbee 

Made her companioa, and her lessoned * 
In all the lore of love and goodly womanbead. 
LII. 

In which when she to perfect ripenes grev. 

Of grace and beautie noble paragone, 

She brought her forth into the woridea vew. 

To be til' ensample of true love alcRie, 

And lodcslams of all chaste afiectione 
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Her fonner love and stedfast loialty ; 
As je may elswhere reade that ruefull history. 

LIV. 

But well I weene ye first desire to learae 
What end unto that fearefiill Damozelly 
Which fledd so fast fiom that same foster ' steame 
Whom with his brethren Timias slew, befell : 
That was, to weet, the goodly Florimell ; 
Who wandring for to seeke her lover deare, 
H^ lover deare, her dearest Marinell, 
Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare, 
And iix)m Prince Arthure fled with wings of idle^ feare. 

' Foster f forester. ' Idle^ cameleM. 



LIU. 9. — ^ye may eUwhere."] Sec the eleventh and twelAh cantof 
of thia book. 

LIV. 8. — As ye did heare.'] See canto I. ttanza XVI. and the coo- 
cloaion of canto IV. 
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CANTO VII. 

Tho Witches Boime lores Flarimdl : 

She fifes ; he fames to ily, 
Satynuic saves the Squyie of Dames 

From Gyaimts ijranny. 

I- 
LicE as an lij^d fortb singled from tile heard, 
That hath escaped Irom a ravenous beasi, 
Yet flyes away of her owoe feeic af«ard ; 
And every leafe, that shaketh with tlie lc«st 
Aluiraure of windc, her lerror hath oncreast: 
So Bedd fayre Fioiiiuell Irom her %'aiiie (eare, 
Ldme after she from oerill was i^eaat: 



C. VU. THE FAIIRIE <^UEENE. 301 

111. 

. So long as breath and hable puissaunce 
Did native corage unto him supply. 
His pace he freshly forward did advaunce, 
And carried her beyond all ieopardy ; 
But nought that wanteth rest can long aby ^ : 
He, having through incessant traveill spent 
His force, at last perforce adowne did ly, 
Ne foot could further move : The Lady gent * 
Thereat was suddein strook with great astonishment ; 

IV. 
And, forst t' alight, on foot mote algates ^ fare 
A traveller unwonted to such way ; 
Need teacheth her this lesson hard and rare. 
Thai Fortune all in equaU lavnce ^ doth sway, 
And mortaU miseries doth make her play. 
So long she traveild, till at length she came 
To an hilles side, which did to her bewray 
A litle valley subiect* to the same, 
AD coverd with thick woodes that quite it overcame.^ 

V. 
Through th' tops of the high trees she did descry 
A litle smoke, whose vapour thin and light 
Reeking aloft uprolled to the sky : 
Which chearefull signe did send unto her sight 
That in the same did wonne ^ some living wight. 
Eflsoones ® her steps she thereunto applyd. 
And came at last in weary wretched plight 

' Aby, abide. * 9ubUu to, IjiDg beneath. 

* QaU, genUe. * Overcamt, came orer. 

* Mgaug, at all events. ^ WmvM, dwell. 

« Lanmee^ balanoe. * IfflMOonu, immediately. 
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Unto the place, to whicb her hope did guyde 
To finde some refuge there, and reit her weuie syde. 
VI. 
Hiere in a gloomy hollow glen she Exind 
A little cottage, built of stickes and reedes 
Id btMnely wize, and wald with sods around ; 
In which a A^tch did dwell, in loathly weedes ' 
And wilfull want, all caielesse of her noedes; 
So choofflng solitarie to abide 
Far &om all oeighbours, that her divelish deedes 
And bdlish arts from people she might hide. 
And hurt far off unknowne wbomerer she enidde. 
VII. 
The Damzell there animg entred m ; 
Where ntttng on the flore the Hag she fixind 
Busie (as seem'd) ahout soma wicked gin ' : 
Who, soone as she btrheld lliat suddein stound.^ 
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Unto your dwellmgy ignorant and loth, 
That crave but rowme to rest while tempest overblo'th." 

IX. 
With that adowne out of her christall eyne 
Few tricklmg teares she soilly forth let £dl, 
That like two orient perles did purely shyne 
Upon her snowy cheeke ; and therewithal! 
She sighed soft, that none so bestiall 
Nor salvage hart but ruth ^ of her sad plight 
Would make to melt^ or pitteously appall ; 
And that vile Hag, all^ were her whole delight 
As mischiefe, was much moved at so pitteous sight ; 

X. 

And gan recomfort her, in her rude wyse, 
With womanish compasdon of her pkdnt, 
Wiping the teares Cxxn her suffiised eyes, 
And bidding her sit downe to rest her famt 
And wearie limbs awhile: she nothing quaint^ 
Nor ^sdeignfiill of so homely fiishion, 
Sith ^ brought she was now to so hard constramt, 
Sate downe upon the dusty ground anon ; 
As glad of that small rest, as bird of tempest gon.^ 

XI. 
Tho • gan she gather up her garments rent, 
And her loose lockes to dight ^ in order dew 
With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament ; 
Whom such whenas the wicked Hag did vew. 
She was astonisht at her heavenly hew, 
And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight, 

^ Rutkf pity. > Oouj gone, past. 

' M, although. • Tho, then. 

' Quotitf, nice. 7 Dight^ diapoae. 
^ Silk, wince 
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But or some goddesse, or of INanes crew, 
And thought her to adore with faumUe spri^ : 

T* adore thing so dirine as beuit^ were but right. 
XII. 
Iliis wicked woman bad a wicked sonue. 
The comibrt of her age and weai; dayes, 
A lacsjr loord,' for nothing good to donne,' 
But stretched fwth in jrdlenease alwayes, 
Ne evCT cast his nund to covet prayse, 
Or ply himselfe to any htmest trade ; 
But all the day before the sunny rayes 
He us'd to slug,' or sleepe in slothfiill shade : 

Such lae^esse both lewd * and poore attonce him made. 

xni. 

He, c«nming home at undertime,' there found 
The {ayrest creature that be ever saw 

SilliniT lipsjde his nintlier on llie 
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And by what acddeat she there aniv'd ? 
But she, as one nigh of her wits depriv'dy 
With nought but ghastly lookes him answered ; 
like to a ghost, that lately is reviv'd 
From Stygian shores where late it wandered : 
So both at her, and each at other wondered. 

XV. 
But the fayre Virgin was so meeke and myld, 
That she to them vouchsafed to embace ^ 
Her goodly port, and to their senses vyld ^ 
Her gentle speach applyde, that in short space 
She grew familiare in that desert place. 
During which time the Chorle, through her so kind 
And courteise use, conceiv'd affection bace. 
And cast to love her in his bnitish mind ; 

No love, but brutish lust, that was so beasdy tind.^ 

XVI. 
Closely ^ the wicked flame his bowels brent,' 
And shortly grew into outrageous fire ; 
Yet had he not the hart, nor hardiment,' 
As ufito her to utter his desire ; 
His caytive ^ thought durst not so high aspire : 
But with soft aghes and lovely semblaunces 
He ween'd that his affection entire^ 
She should aread^ ; many resemblaunces ^^ 

To her he made, and many kinde remembraunces. 

XVII. 
Oft from the forrest wildings ^^ he did bring, 

' UmftdCtf, bring down. ' Caytive, btae. 

* FyU, vile, low. " Entire, inward. 
' JhUf excited. ' Jiread, perceive. 

« Closely, lecretly. ^^ Reaemblauncee^ atte ntion. 

* Brmu, burned. >> WUding^, wUd epplee. 

* SbrdkamUf oourage. 

96« 
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Whose sides empurpled were wilh smyting red ; 
And oft young birds, which iie had taught to sing 
His maistresse praises sweedy caroled : 
Girlonds of (lovtTes soraelimes ix heifalre hed 
He fioe would dight ' ; sonictinies the squiircl wild 
He brought to her in bands, as conquered 
To be her llirall, his iellow-sefrant vild*: 
All which she of him tookc with countenance nxtke and mild. 

xvin. 

But, past a while, when she 6t season saw 
To leave that desert mansion, she cast' 
In secret wize hcReife thence lo withdraw, 
For feare of mischiefe, which slie did Ibrocast 
Might by the witch or by her soune compost * : 
Her wearie palfrey, closely* as slie might, 
Now well recovered after long repaslj 
In his proud furnitures she jrcslily dight,* 
Elis late miswandied waves now to f^ieflsnn.n^ 
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XX. 

But that lewd lover did the most lament 
For her depart,^ that ever man did heare ; 
He knockt his brest with desperate intent, 
And scratcht his face, and with his teeth did teare 
His rugged flesh, and rent hb ragged heare : 
That his sad mother seeing his sore plight 
Was greatly woe-begon, and gan to feare 
Least hb fraile senses were emperisht quight, 
And love to frenzy tumd ; sith^ love b franticke hight.^ 

XXI. 
. All wayes shee sought him to restore to plight, 
With herbs, with charms, with counsel, and with te^res ; 
But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counsell, might 
Asswage the iiiry which hb entraib teares : 
So strong b passion that no reason heares ! 
Tho,^ when all other helpes she saw to fcule. 
She tumd herselfe backe to her wicked leares ^ ; 
And by her divelish arts thought to prevaile 
To bring her backe againe, or worke her finall bale.® 

XXII. 
Sftsoones^ out of her hidden cave she cald 
An hideous beast of horrible asp^t. 
That could the stoutest corage have appald ; 
Monstrous, mishapt,^ and all hb backe was spect 
With thousand spots of colours queint elect ^ ; 

* Depart, departure. * BdUj destmction. 

* SUh^ smce. ^ Eftsoanes, immediately. 
' Bight, called. " MUkapt, misshaped. 

« Tko, then. ' Quctnt deet, oddly choien. 

* Lmru^ leiaons. 



XXI. I. — To plight.] To his usual state. 
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Thereto ' so swifte that it dl beasls did pas: 
like never yet did living eie detect ; 
But likest it to an hyena was 
Thai feeds on wemens flesh, as others feede on gns. 

XX HI. 
It forth she cdd, and gave it streight' in chairge 
Through thicke and tliin her to poursew apace, 
Nc once to stay to rest, or bresih ai lai;ge. 
Till her hee had attaind and brought in place, 
Or quite devounl hei beauties scomefull grace. 
The monster, swifte as word tliai from her went, 
Went forth iu haste, and did her footing trace 
So sure and swiftly, through hb perfect sent ' 
And passing speede, tlial sh<Htly he her overfaeat.* 

XXJV. 
^Vhom when the fearefull DamzeU nigfa esjHdes 
No need to bid her fast away to ffie ; 
That ugly shape so sore ber It 
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XXV. 

Which whenas she perceiv'd, she was dismayd 
At that same last extremity ful sore^ 
And of her safety greatly grew afrayd : 
And now she gan approch to the sea shore. 
As it befell, that she could flie no more, 
But yield herselfe to spoile of greedmesse : 
Lightly she leaped, as a wight forlore,^ 
From her dull horse, in desperate distresse, 
And to her feet betooke her doubtfull sickemesse. 

XXVI. 
Not halfe so fast the wicked Myrriba fled 
From dread of her revenging fathers bond ; 
Nor halfe so fast to save her maydenhed 
Fled fearefuU Daphne on th' £gsan stiond ; 
As Florimell fled from that monster yond,^ 
To reach the sea ere she of him were raught ^ : 
For in the sea to diowne herselfe she fond, 
Rath^ then^ of the tyrant to be caught : 
Thereto ' fear gave her wings, and need her corage taught. 

XXVII. 
It fortuned (High God did so ordame) 
As shee airived on the roring shore. 
In minde to leape into the mighty mame, 
A little bote lay hoving® her before. 
In which there slept a fisher old and pore, 

^ Forhre, forlorn, desperate. ^ T^en, than. 

' YondffyiiouM, ^ Thereto, beiidei. 

' Raughtf reached. * Homng^ heaving. 



XXV. 9. — And to her feet, &c.] And committed her mfety, then 
donbtfnl, to the charge of her feet. — Sickemesse means sttfety, 

XXVI. 7. — She fond."] She found in her heart, or chose. 
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The whiles his nets were drying on ibe sand : 
Into the same shee lept, and with the ore 
Did thrust the shallop from the floung sUund : 

So safety fownd at sea, which she fcrwad not at lanA 
XXVlir. 
The monster, ready on the pray to sease. 
Was of his forward hope deceived quigbt , 
Ne dui^t assay to wade the perlous ' &eas, 
But, greedily long gaping at the sight. 
At last in vaine was foist lo tunie bis flight, 
And tell the idle tidings to his Dame : 
Yet, to avenge his divc.lish despiglil, 
He set upon her palfrey lirod lame, 

And slew him cruelly ere any raskew came ; 
XXIX. 
And, after having him embowenGd 
To 611 his tiellbh gorge, it cbaunsi a Knight 
To pasae that way, as ibnh he tnvalsd: 
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That raungd abrode to seeke adventures wSde, 
As was his wont, in forest and in plaine : 
He wais all armd in rugged Steele unfilde,^ 
As in the smoky forge it was compilde,^ 
And in his scutchin ^ bore a satjrres hedd : 
He comming present, where the monster vilde 
Upon that milke-white palfreyes carcas fedd, 
Unto his reskew ran, and greedily him spedd. 

XXXI. 

There well perceivd he that it was the horse 
Whereon faire Florimell was wont to ride, 
That of that fe^id was rent without remorse : 
Much feared he least ought did ill betide 
To that faire Maide, the flowre of wemens pride ; 
For her he dearely loved, and in all 
His famous conquests highly magnifide : 
Besides, her golden girdle, winch did fall 
From her in flight, he fownd, that did him sore apall. 

XXXII. 
Full of sad feare and doubtfull agony 
Fiercely he flew upon that wicked feend ; 
And with huge strokes and cruell battery 
Him forst to leave his pray, for to attend 
Himselfe fix)m deadly daunger to defend : 
Full many wounds in his corrupted flesh 
He did engrave,^ and muchell ^ blood did spend. 
Yet might not doe him die ; but aie more fresh 
And fierce he still appeard, the more he did him thresh. 

^ Ut^UUf unpofished. * CompUde, wrought. ' SciitcAtn, shield. 
* Emgravet cut, pierce. * AfucAeQ, nmeh. 

XXX. 9. — Gruday kim spedd.] Eagerly hastened. 
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XXXIII. 

Ha mst ' not liow bim to dcspcnle of Ulb, 
He bow to win the wisbed victory, 
Stth^ hini he saw still stronger gmv tbtoug^i strife. 
And himselfe weaker through infinDily : 
Greatly he grew cairag'd, and furiously 
Hurling his sft'ord away he lightly lept 
Upon the beast, that with great cniclty 
Rored and raged to be undeikept ; 
Yet be perforce him held, and strokes upoo him bept. 
XXXIV. 
As he that strives to stop a sudddn Sood, 
And in strong bancks his riolence restraine, 
Forceth il swell above Lis wonted luood. 
And largely overflow the (KiitfuU plaine, 
Tliai all the counirey seemes to be a maine,^ 
And tbe rich fuirowcs 6ote, all quite fbrdonDO*: 
The wofull liusbaodmaa doth lowil wwfl«inH 
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Sith ^ dint of Steele his caicas could not quell ; 
His maker with her charmes had fiumed him so well. 

XXXVl. 
The golden ribband, which that Virgin wore 
About her sclender waste, he tooke in hand. 
And with it bownd the beast that lowd did rore 
For great despight of that unwonted band, 
Yet dared not his victor to withstand, 
But trembled like a lambe fled from the pray ; 
And all the way him foUowd on the strand. 
As ^ he had long bene learned to obay ; 
Yet never learned he such service till that day. 

XXXVII. 
Thus as he led the beast along the way, 
He spide &r oflT a mighty Giauntesse 
Fast flying, on a courser dapled gray. 
From a bold Knight that with great hardinesse ^ 
Her hard pursewd, and sought for to suppresse : 
She bore before her lap a doleflill Squire, 
Lying athwart her horse in great distresse, 
Fast bounden hand and foote with cords of wire, 
Whome she did meane to make the thrall of her desne 

XXXVIIl. 
Which whenas Satyrane beheld, in haste 
He lefte his captive beast at liberty. 
And crost the nearest way, by which he cast ^ 
Her to encounter ere she passed by ; 
But she the way shund nathemore * forthy,* 

^ SUh, nnce, * CuCy pvcpoied, reiolved. 

* ^, as if. » Msiheimn^ none the more. 

' Hardmesse^ boldness. * Fortky, therefore. 

XXXVI. e.-^FUdJram the pray.] Tnm the pfeyer, or gpoiler. 

VOL. n. S7 
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But forward gallopt fast ; wluch when he spyrfe, 
Hb mighty speare he couched warily, 
And at her ran ; she, ha«ng lum descryde, 

Herselfe to 6ght addrest, and threw her lode aside. 
XX XIX. 
like as a gosliauko, that id foote doth beare 
A trembling culver,' having spide on hight 
An eagle that with plumy wmgs doth shears" 
The subtfle ayre stouping with all his might. 
The quarrey ' throwes to ground with fell despighl, 
And to the baitedl doth hei^lfe prepare : 
So mn the Gcauntesse unto the fight ; 
Her fyrie eyes with funous spadces did stare, 

And with blasph^tnous bannes * High God in peeces tare. 
XL. 
She caught in hand an huge great yron mace, 
Wherewith slie many had of life depriv'd ; 
But, ere the stroke could seize his aymed plac«, 
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But she no more was moved with that might 
Then ^ it had lighted on an aged oke, 
Or on the marble pSlour that is pight^ 
Upon the top of mount Olympus hight. 
For the brave youthly champions to assay 
With burning charet wheeles it nigh to smite ; 
But who that smites it mars his ioyous play, 
And is the spectacle of ruinous decay .^ 

XLII. 
Yet, therewith sore enrag'd, with steme regard 
Her dreadiiill weapon she to him addrest, 
Which on his helmet martelled so hard 
That made him low incline his lofty crest, 
And bowd his battred visour to his brest : 

> Then, than if. * Pight, placed. > Decoy, defeat 



XLl. 5. — CfmmaU Olympus kight.] The chariot races of antiquity 
are here detcrihed. At the end of the circua, a piUar waa erected, 
round which the chariots tamed ; and it' was a contest of skiU to pass 
as near as possible without touchin|r. The classical reader will recol- 
lect the expression in the first ode of the first book of Horace — 

" Metaque fenridis 

Evitata rotia." 

Spenser makes a singular mistake in supposing that the Oljmpis 
games were celebrated on Mount Olympus, besides the absurdity of 
laying the scene of a chariot race on the top of a mountain. On this 
account, Church would transfer the blame to the printer, who, as he 
conjectures, transposed the fourth and fifth lines, and that Spenser 
wrote the passage thus — 

* an aged oke. 

Upon the top of mount Olympus bight, 
Or on the marble piUour that is pight,' 

&c., which seems not improbable. 

XLII. 3. — MarttUed.] Hammered. — Martd is a French wofd 
meaning hammer , deriyed from the Latin maUettM. 
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Wherewith he was so stund ihnt he o'ote ' lyde, 
But reeled to and fro fiom east to west : 
Wliich when his cruel) enimy espyde. 

She lightly unto him adioyned * syde to syde ; 
XLUI. 
And, on hia collar layiog piussauat hand. 
Out of his wavering sea! liiin pliickt perlbrse, 
Peiibise him pluckt uaable to withstand 
Or faelpe himsdfe ; and \ayiag tJiwart her hors«, 
In loathly wise like to a carrion corse, 
9ie bore him last away : which when the Knigtit 
That her pursewed saw, with great remorse * 
He neare was touched in his noble spright. 

And gan encrease bis speed as she raicresst ber fCgbt 
XLIV. 
Whom whenas nigh approcliing she espyde, 
She threw away her burden angrily ; 
For she list not the ballelU to abide. 
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Which reft fiom him so &ire a chevisaunce ' : 
At length he spyde whereas that wofiill Squyre, 
Whom he had reskewed fiom captivaunce^ 
Of his strong foe^ lay tombled in the myre, 
Unable to arise^ or foot or hand to styre.^ 

XLVI. 
To whom approching, well he mote perceive 
In that fowie plight a comely personage 
And lovely face, made fit for to deceive 
Fraile Ladies hart with loves consuming rage, 
Now in the blossome of his fireshest age : 
He reard him up, and loosd his }Ton bands. 
And after gan mquire his parentage. 
And how he fell into that Gyaunts hands, 
And who that was which chaced her along the lands. 

XLVII. 

Then trembling yet through feare the Squire bespake ; 
'^ That Geauntesse Argante is behight,^ 
A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warre against heven, and heaped hils on hight 
To scale the skyes and put love fiom his right : 
Her syre Typhosus was ; who, mad through merth, 
And dronke with blood of men slaine by his might, 
Through incest her of his owne mother Earth 
Whylome ^ begot, being but halfe twin of that berth : 

XLVIII. 
" For at that berth another babe she bore ; 
To weet, the mightie OUyphant, that wrought 
Great wreake^ to many errant Knights of yore, 
And many hath to foule confusion ijrought. 

' Ckemtaunee, ■dyentare. * Behigki, called. 

• OipftiMMinea, eaptiyity. ^ Wht^ome^ formetlj. 

• %re, move. • Wroalf^ ruin. 

27» 
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These twinnes, men saj, (a tluog &r p&sraig tkou^uj 
Whiles in their mothere wombe encioed diey vevsr 
Ejti iliey into the lighlsom world were tirau^t, 
In fleshly lust were mingled boUi yfere,' 

And in diat monstrous wise did to the wcaid appeie. 
XUX. 
" So lip'd ihey ever after in like sin, 
Gainst natures law and good behaveoure : 
Bui greatest sliaroe was to diat maiden twin ; 
Whoj not content so fowly to devoure 
Her natice flesh and staine her broilien bonre,' 
Did wallow in all other fleshly myre. 
And sui!red beasles hor body to dcflawte ; 
So whot' slie burned in dial lustfuU fyre : 

fei all that might not slake her sensual! desyre: 
I, 
'' But over all the countrio she did riunge. 
To seeke young men to quench her flaming lluust^* 
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That thousand deathes me lever ^ were to dye 
Then breake the vow that to faire Cohimbell 
I plighted have, and yet keepe stedfastly : 
As for my name, it mistreth ^ not to tell ; 
Call me the Squyre of Dames ; that me beseemeth well. 

LII. 
" But that bold Knight, whom ye pursuing saw 
That Geauntesse, is not such as she seemd. 
But a faire Virgin that in martlall law 
And deedes of armes above all Dames is deemd, 
And above many Knightes is eke esteemd 
For her great worth ; she Palladine is hight ^ : 
She you fiiom death,, you me fix)m dread, redeemd : 
Ne any may that monster match in fight. 
But she, or such as she, that is so chaste a wight." 

LIII. 

" Her well beseemes that quest,^ " quoth Satyrane : 
" But read,* thou Squyre of Dames, what vow is this, 
Which thou upon thyselfe hast lately ta'ne ? " 
" That shall I you recount," quoth he, " jrwis,® 
So be ye pleasd to pardon all amis. 
That gende Lady whom I love and serve. 
After long suit and wearie servicis. 
Did aske me how I could her love deserve. 
And how she might be sure that I would never swerve. 

Liv. 
" I, glad by any meanes her grace to gaine. 

* Mt lever y I would rather. ^ ^^egt, expedition. 

' MUtrethf si^ifieth. * Read, explain. 

' Eighty called. * YtnSf certunlj. 



LIII. 4.— I%at shall I you reamiU, quoth he.] "The tale of the 
8<ia3rTe of Dames is a copy of the Host's tale in Ariosto, canto 
XXVIII.'— Wartoh. 
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Badd her commauad my life to save at spll^ : 
Eftsoones ' she badd me with incessauiit paine 
To wander through the worid abroad at will, 
And eveiy where, where with mj power <x skill 
I might doe sernce unto gentle Dames, 
That I the same should faithMy fiilfill ; 
And at the twelve monethes end should bring th^ names 
And pledges, as the spoiles of my victorious games. 
LV. 
" So well I to feire Ladies service did. 
And found such favour in their loving hartes, 
That, ere the yeare his course bad compasdd, 
'Diree hundred pledges for my good desaites. 
And thrice three hundred thanks for my good partes, 
I with me brought and did to her present : 
Whnh when she saw, more b«it to eke ' my si 
Then * lo reward inv inisty true intent, 
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For ondy three they were disposd so well ; 
And yet three yeares I now abrode have strayd, 
To find them out*" " Mote I/' then lai^hing sayd 
The Knight, " inquire of thee what were those three. 
The which thy proffied curtesie denayd ^ ? 
Or ill they seemed sure avizd ^ to bee. 
Or brutishly brought up, that nev'r did fiishions see." 

LVIII. 
" The first which then refused me," said hee, 
" Certes ^ was but a common courtisane ; 
Yet flat reiusd to have adoe with mee, 
Because I could not give her many a jane." 
(Thereat full hartely laughed Satyrane.) 
'^ The second was an holy nunne to chosei 
Which would not let me be ber chappellane. 
Because she knew, she sayd, I would disclose 
Her counsell, if she should her trust in me repose. 

LIX. 
" The third a damzell was of low degree. 
Whom I in countrey cottage fownd by chaunce: 
Full litle weened I that chastitee 
Had lodging in so meane a maintenaunce ^ ; 
Yet was she fajrre, and in her countenauncd 
Dwelt simple truth in seemely fashion : 
Long thus I woo'd her with due observaunce, 
In hope unto my pleasure to have won ; 
But was as far at last, as when I first begon. 



> Denaydj denied. ' Certes, trolj. 

' Avixdf disposed. * MainUnauneef condition. 



LVIII. 4. — Many a jane.'] Much money. — Jane, according to Tyr- 
whitt, was a nnall coin of Grenoa, or Janna. 
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LX 

" Safe ' her, I never any wtMnan fbuod 
Thai cliaslity did for itselfe eoibiace, 
But were for other causes firme and sound ; 
Either for want of handsome time and place, 
Or else for feare of shame and fowle disgrace. 
Thus am I hopelessc ever to aliaine 
My Ladies love, in such a desperate case, 
But all my dayes ara like to waste ia vainc, 
Seeking lo match the chaste with th' unchaste Ladies tntDe." 
LSI. 
" Perdy," * sayd Satyrane, " thou Squyrc of Dames, 
Great labour fondly ^ hast thou bent * in hand, 
To gel small ihankes, and therewith many bUmes; 
That may emongst Alndes labours stand." 
Thence backe retumbg to the former land,' 
Wliere late he left the beast he overcame, 
He found him not ; for he had broke his band. 
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CANTO VIII, 

The Witch creates a snowy La- 
dy like to Florimell ; 

Who wTong'd by Carle, by Proteus sa?'d, 
Is sought by Paridell. 

I. 
So oil as I this history record^ 
My hart doth melt with meere compassion. 
To thinke how causelesse of her owne accord 
This gende Damzell, whom I write upon, 
Should plonged be in such afBiction, 
Without all hope of comfort or reliefe ; 
That sure I weene the hardest hart of stone 
Would hardly finde ^ to aggravate her griefe: 
Fot misery craves rather mercy then ^ repriefe.^ 

II. 
But that accursed Hag, her hostesse late, 
Had so enranckled her malitious hart, 
That she desyrd th' abridgement of her fate,^ 
Or long enlargement of her pamefull smart. 
Now when the beast, which by her wicked art 
Late £x)rth she sent, she backe retouming spyde 
Tyde with her golden girdle ; it a part 

' FmdSf choose. * Reprirfe^ reproof. 

* Tften, than. * Fate, ftted tenn of life. 



1. 3 — Cmudegnqf her awiu aeeard.] Without any sot or 
of her own. 
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The thing itselfe : In hand she boldly tooke 
To make another like the former Dame, 
Another Florimell, in shape and looke 

So lively/ and so like, that many it raistooke. 

VI. 
The substance, whereof she the body made, 
Was purest snow m massy mould congeald. 
Which she had gathered in a shady glade 
Of the Riphoean hils, to her reveald 
By errant ^ sprights, but from all men conceald : 
The same she tempred with fine mercury 
And virgin wex ^ that never yet was seald. 
And mingled them with perfect vermily^ ; 

That like a lively sangmne it seemd to the eye. 

Vll. 

Instead of eyes two burning lampes she set 
In silver sockets, shyning like the skyes. 
And a quicke moving spirit did airet ^ 
To stirre and roll them like to womens eyes : 
Instead of yellow lockes she did devyse 
With golden wjrre to weave her curled head : 
Yet golden wyre was not so yellow thryse 
As Florimells fayre heare : and, in tlie stead 
Of life, she put a spright to rule the carcas dead ; 

vm. 

A wicked spright, ylraught * with fawnmg guyle 

' Lively, life-like. ' Errantf wandering. ' fFez, wax. 
* Vermily, vermilion. * Arret, appoint. ' Yfravght, filled. 



VI. 4. — Riphaan hils.'] These were mountains (probably imagi- 
nary) in the north of Scythia. The name was applied to any cold 
mountains. 

VII. 7. — WoM noi 90 ydUno thryse,] Was not a third part so yellow. 

VOL. II. 28 
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And fayre resemblance above all ibo rest, 

\Vliicli \viib the Prince of Darisenes fell somewbyle ' 

From bevens blis and everiasting rest : 

Him needed not instiucl which way were best 

Himselfe to fasliioD Ijkesl Florimell, 

Ne how to speakc, ne bow to use his gesl"; 

For he in counterfesaunce ' did excdl. 

And all the wyles of wemcns wits knew pasaog wel). 
IX. 
Him shaped thus she deckt in garments gay. 
Wbicb Florimell had left behind her late ; 
That whoso ihen her saw, would surely say 
It was berselfa whom it did imitate, 
Or fayrer tlicn herselfe, if ought algalu ' 
Might fa)Ter be. And tJien slie forlli hrr brought 
Uoto her Sonne that lay in feeble stale; 
Who seeing her gan streigbt upstart, aod tluxigbt 

She was tlie Lady seUe whom be so long bwl voa^KU^ 
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XI. 

Till on a day, as he disposed was 
To walke the woodes with that his idole^ faire, 
Her to disport and idle time to pas 
In th' open freshnes of the gentle aire, 
A Knight that way there chaunced to repaire ; 
Yet Knight he was not, but a boastfiill swaine 
That deedes of armes had ever in despaire, 
Proud Braggadocchio, that in vaunting vaine 
His gloiy did repose and credit did maintame. 

XII. 
He, seemg with that Chorle^ so faire a wight 
Decked with many a costly ornament. 
Much merveiled thereat, as well he might, 
And thought that match a fowle dbparagement: 
His bloody speare eftesoones 3 he boldly bent 
Against the silly Clowne, who dead through feare 
Fell streight to ground in great astonishment: 
" \'illein," sayd he, " this Lady is my deare ; 
Dy, if thou it galnesay : I will away her beare." 

XIII. 
The feareilill Chorle ^ durst not gsunesay nor dooe, 
But trembling stood, and yielded him the pray ; 
Who, finding litle leasure her to wooe, 
On Tromparts steed her mounted without stay, 
And without reskew led her quite away. 
Proud man himselfe then Braggadochio deem'd, 
And next to none, after that happy day, 

> IdoU^ image. ' ChorU, churl. ' EfU$o<nu$^ immediately. 

XI. 8. — Proud Broggadoeehio,'] Braggadocchio ^>pean firom the 
third canto of the second book. 

XII. 5. — Hig bloody speare.'] Thia ia ironical. 

Xin. 7.— 'And next to none.] That ia, aecond to none. 



d of that spoyle, wluch seem'd 
The feirest wight on ground and most of man esteem' 
XIV. 
But, when he saw hiniselfe free from pcxusute, 
He gan make gentle purpose > to his Dame 
With teimes of love and lewdnesse dissdute ; 
For be coidd well lib glonng* speaches &ame 
To such nine uses tliat him best became : 
But she thereto would lend but light regard, 
As seeming sory that she eyer came 
Into his powre, that used her so hard 
To reave ' her honor which f^e more then * life pre&rd, 
XV. 
Thus as they two of kindnes treated long, 
ITiere them by chaunce encountred on the vnj 
An aimed Knight upm a courser strong, 
Whose trampling feeie upcm the hollow hj " 
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Or bide ^ him batteill without further treat.^ 
That challenge did too peremptoiy seeme, 
And fild his senses with abashment great ; 
Yet, seeing nigh him ieopardy extreme, 
He it dissembled well, and light seemd to esteeme ; 

XVII. 
Saying, '^ Thou foolish Knight, that weenst with words 
To steale away that I with blowes have wonne, 
And brought through points of many perilous swords ! 
But if thee list to see thy courser ronne, 
Or prove thyselfe ; this sad encounter shonne, 
And seeke els without hazard of thy hedd." 
At those prowd words that other Knight begonne 
To wex exceeding wroth, and him aredd ^ 
To tume his steede about, or sure he should be dedd* 

XVIIl. 
" Sith ^ then," ssdd Braggadochio, " needes thou wilt 
Thy dales abridge, through proofe of puissaunce ; 
Tume we our steeds ; that both in equall tilt 
May meete agame, and each take happy chaunce." 
This said, they both a furlongs mountenaunce ^ 
Retird their steeds, to ronne in even race : 
But Braggadochio with his bloody launce 
Once having tumd, no more retumd his face, 
But lefle his Love to losse, and fled himselfe apace. 

XIX. 
The Knight, him seeing flie, had no regard 

* Bide, bid, offer. > Treaty parley. * Aredd, told. 

^ SUhf lince. * Mountenaunce, distance. 



which there is no heir, ewehetU or revert to the lord of whom thej an 
held. 

28» 
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Him 10 pouRew, but to the Iddy rode ; 
And, having her from Trompait lightly reatd,' 
Upon his courser sett llie lovly lode, 
Aod with her fled away without abode ■ : 
Well weened he, ilial &iresl FlorimeU 
It was wiiJi wliotn in company he yode,* 
And 90 herselfc did alwaies to bim tell ; 

So made him tliinke himselfe in iieren ifaat was in bcJL 
XX. 
But FlorimeU herseUe was far away, 
Driven to great distresse by fortune si 
And taught the carcrull m.'uiDer to play,' 
Sith ' lale misehaunce had hpT coiii{ielil lo C 
The land Jbr sea, at nndon there to raimg<': 
Tett there tliat cruoll ijueene avengi 
Not salisfyde so far her to estraunge 
Prom courtly blis and wonted h 

LKd heape on her new witob ol wetay wntdbmiam 
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From stiirmg up their stormy emnity, 
As pittying to see her waile and woepe ; 
But all the while the fisher did securely sleepe. 

XXII. 
At last when droncke with drowsinesse he woke. 
And saw his drorer^ drive along the streame, 
He wa? dismayd ; and thrise his brest he stroke, 
For marveill of that accident extreame: 
But when he saw that blazing beauties beame, 
Which with rare light his bote did beautifye, 
He marveild more, and thought he yet did dreame, 
Not well awakte ; or that some extasye 
Assotted^ had his sence, or dazed ^ was his eye. 

XXIII. 
But, when her well avizmg ^ hee percdv'd 
To be no vision nor fimtasticke sight. 
Great comfort of her presence he conceived, 
And felt in his old corage ^ new delight 
To gin awake, and stir his bosen spright : 
Tho ^ rudely askte her, how she thether came ? 
" Ah ! " sayd she, " father, I note read ^ aright 
What hard misfortune brought me to this same : 
Yet am I glad that here I now in safety ame 

XXIV. 
" But thou, good man, sith ® far in sea we bee. 
And the great waters gin apace to swell, 
That now no more we can the mayn-land see, 

' Drover, boat. » Corage, heart, mind. 

* JheoiUd, bewildered, bewitched. ' Tho, then. 

' Daxed, dimmed, danled. "* JVoto read^ eannot explain. 

^ JMxing, looking at. ' Stikj since. 



XXII. 1. — Droneke toith drownnesse,'] Tired with aleepinf . 
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Have care, 1 pray, to guide the cock-bote well, 
Least ' worse on sea then ' us oa land befell." 
Thereat tli' old man did nought but fondly grin, 
And saidcj bis boat the way could wisely tell : 
But Ills deceiptftiU eyes did never lin ' 
To looke on her Talie lace and marice ber snowy skin. 

XXV. 
The sight whereof in his congealed flesh 
Infixt such secrete sting of greedy lust, 
Tiiat the diie withered stocke it gsn re&esb, 
\nd lundled beat, that soone in flaine Ibrtfa btusti 
Tlie driest wood is soonest burnt to dusL 
Rudely to her he lepl, and bis rough hand, 
Where ill became hJin, rashly would have thrust ; 
But she witli angry scorne him did witbstcmd, 
And sharoefiilly leiooved for his nidenes fend.* 

XXVI. 
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All that she might, and him in vaine revild ; 
Shee strugled strongly both with foote and hand 
To save her honor fiora tliat villaine vilde, 
And cride to heven, from humane help exild. 
O ! ye brave Knights, that boast this Ladies love, 
Where be ye now, when she is nigh de61d 
Of filthy wretch ! well may she you reprove 
Of falsehood or of slouth, when most it may behove ! 

XXVIII. 
But if that thou. Sir Satyran, didst weete,^ 
Or thou. Sir Peridure, her sory state. 
How soone would yee assemble many a fleete, 
To fetch fiom sea that ye at land lost late ! 
Towres, citties, kmgdomes, ye would ruinate 
In your avengement and despiteous rage, 
Ne ought your burning fury mote abate : 
But, if Sir Calidore could it presage. 
No living creature could his cruelty asswage. 

XXIX. 

But, sith^ that none of all her Knights is nye. 
See how the heavens, of voluntary grace 
And soverauie favor towards chastity. 
Doe succor send to her distressed cace : 
So much High God doth mnocence embrace^ ! 
It fortuned, whilest thus she sdfiy strove. 
And the wide sea imp6rtuned long space 
With shrilling shriekes, Proteus abrode did rove, 
Along the fomy waves driving his finny drove. 

' WeeUf know. * SUh, since. ' Embrace^ protect. 



XXVIII. l.~^But if that thoUf Sir Satyran^ &c.] Of the three 
knights, mentioned in this stinza, we are already acquainted with one, 
Sir Satjrane ; Sir Calidore we meet hereafter; bat of Sir Peridure we 
hear no more. 
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XXX. 

Proteus is sliepheard of the seas of yore, 
And hath the cbar;gc of Neptune's migbly heard ; 
An aged sire with liead all fiowy here,' 
And spnnckled frost upoo liis deawy beard : 
Who when those pitlifuU outciies he heard 
Through all the seas so ruefully resownd, 
His charelt swifte in hast he dieiher steard, 
Which with a teeme of scaly Phocas bownd 
Was drawDB upon the waves, that fbmed him aimmd; 
XXXI. 
And coniining to that fishcR wandting bote. 
That went at will withouten card or sayle, 
He therein saw that yrkesomc sight, wluch smote 
Deepe indication and compasaon &ay)e' 
Into his hart allonce : streight did he haylo ' 
The greedy villein from Ins hoped pray. 
Of which he now did vBrf lilde ftifci _ 
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XXXIII. 
Herselfe not saved yet from daunger dredd 
She thought, but chaung'd fiom one to other feare : 
Like as a fearefull partridge, that is fledd 
From the sharpe hauke which her attached ^ near^, 
And fals to ground to seeke for succor theare, 
Whereas the hungry spaniells she does spye 
With greedy iawes her ready for to teare : 
In such distresse and sad perplexity 
Was Florimell, when Proteus she did see her by. 

XXXIV. 

But he endevored with speaches milde 
Her to recomfort, and accourage bold, 
Bidding her feare no more her foeman vilde, 
Nor doubt himselfe ; and who he was her told : 
Yet all that could not from afBright her hold, 
Ne to recomfort her at all prevayld ; 
For her faint hart was with the irosen cold 
Benumbd so inly that her wits nigh fayld, 
And all her senccs with abashment quite were quayld. 

XXXV. 

Her up betwixt his rugged hands he reard. 
And with his fix)iy ^ lips full softly kist. 
Whiles the cold ysickles from his rough beard 
Dropped adowne upon her y voiy brest : 
Yet he himselfe so busily addrest,^ 
That her out of astonishment he wrought ; 
And, out of that same fishers filtliy nest 
Removbg her, into his charet brought, 
And there with many gentle termes her faire besought. 

' JiUaekedf attacked. > fVory, firozeD. ' Addrut^ busied, employed. 



XXXIV. %^Aeeowrag* hoULI Enooorage lo that ahe might feel 
•ecure. 
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XXXVl. 

But that old leachour, which wiUi bold assault 
That beautie dunt presume to violaie. 
He cast ' to punish for his bainous fault ; 
Then tooke he lilm yet trembliDf; siili ^ of late 
And tyde behind hla charei, to aggrate ' 
Tiie Virgin whom he had abusde so sore ; 
So drag'd him through (tie wares in scomAil state, 
And after cast him up upon the shot© ; 
But Florimell with hiai unto bis bowro^ bo bors. 
XXXVII. 
His bowre ^ is in the botton of the maiae, 
Under a mighde rocke gainst which doe rave 
The roiing biUowes in tl»^ pioud disdaJue, 
That with tlie angry working of the ware 
Therein b talen out an iiollow care, 
That seemM rough masons liond with cn^ocs kocoe 
Had long while laboured it to ei 
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XXXIX. 

Dayly he tempted her with this or that. 
And never suffied her to be at rest : 
But evermore she him refused flat, 
And all his fained kindnes did detest ; 
So firmely she had sealed up her brest. 
Sometimes he boasted that a god he hight ^ ; 
But she a mortall creature loved best : 
Then he would make himselfe a mortall wight ; 
But Uien she said ^e lovM none but a Faeiy Knight. 

XL. 
'^Then like a Faerie Knight himselfe he drest ; 
For every shape on him he could endew : 
Then like a long he was to her exprest. 
And ofBred kingdoms unto her in vew 
To be his Leman and his Lady trew : 
But, when all this he nothing saw prevaile. 
With harder meaneshe cast^ her to subdew, 
And with sharpe threates her often did assayle; 
So thinking for to make her stubbome corage quayle. 

XLI. 
To dreadiuU shapes he did himselfe transforme : 
Now like a gyaunt ; now like to a feend ; 
Then like a centaure ; then like to a storme 
Raging within the waves : Thereby he weend 
Her will to win unto his wished eend : 
But when with feare, nor favour, nor with all 
He els could doe, he saw himselfe esteemd, 
Downe in a dongeon deepe he let her fall. 
And threatned there to make her his etemall thrall. 

1 Higkt, was called. ' Cast, endeavored. 

TOL. II. 29 
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xux. 

Etemall ihraldome was lo lier more Ucfe ' 
Then'' losse of chastilie, or chaunge of love: 
Dye had she rather in tormenting giiufe 
Then" any should of falsenesse her reprove, 
Or loosenes, tliat she hghdy did remove.* 
Most vertuoiK Virgin ! glory be ihy raced, 
And crowne of heavenly prayse wiih saintes abont, 
Wliere inosl sweet hjranes of this thy famous deed 
Ai-e still emongst them song, tliat far niy rymes exceed : 
XLIII- 
Fit song of* angels caroled to bee '. 
But yet whatso my foebie Muse can feune, 
Shal be t' advance lliy goodly diastitce. 
And lo enroll thy memorable name 
In th' heart of every honourable Darae, 
That lliey thy vcnuous deedes may iniitate, 
And be paitakeis of thy e 
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As if he were on some adventure bent, 
And in his port appeared manly bardiment^ 

XLV. 

Sir Satyrane him towardes did addresse. 
To weet^ what wight he was, and what his quest': 
And, comming nigh, eftsoones^ he gan to gesse 
Both by the burning hart which on his brest 
He bare, and by the colours in his crest. 
That Paridell it was : Tho ^ to him yode,® 
And, him saluting as beseemed best, 
Gan first inquire of tydinges farre abrode ; 
And afterwardes on what adventure now he rode. 

XLVI. 
Who thereto answering said ; ^' The tydinges bad, 
Wluch now in Faery Court all men doe tell, 
Which turned hath great mirth to mourning sad, 
Is the late ruine of proud Marinell, 
And suddem parture'' of faire Florimell 
To find him forth : and after her are gone 
All the brave Knigfates, that doen in aimes excell, 
To savegard ® her ywandred • all alone ; 
Emongst the rest my lott (unworthy') is to be one." 

XLVII. 

" Ah ! gentle Knight," said then Sir Satyrane, 

> HardimerU, courage. ' Yode, went. 

' Wutf learn. ^ Parture, departure 

' Qiust, object of pursuit. ' Savegard, safeguard, protect. 

* EftsooneSj immediately. ' Ytoandred, wandering. 

* 71b, then. 



XLV. 6. — That Paridell it toas.] This is the first appearance of 
Paridell. We are nowhere informed how he and Satyrane became ac- 
quainted. Paridell is an agreeable and accomplished libertine. ll)e 
'* burning hart" is also a part of the description of Lechery in the 
fourth canto of the first book. Paridell, according to Upton, repre- 
sents the earl of Westmoreland. 
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" Thy iabour all is lost, 1 greatly dread, 
That hast a thanklesse service on thee ta'ne, 
And oSrest sacrifice unio tlie dead : 
For dead, I surely doubt,' ibou maist aread' 
Henceforth for ever Floriraell to bee ; 
That all the noble Knights of Maydenhead, 
Which her ador'd, may sore repent^ with mee. 

And all faire Ladies may for eves' sory bee." 
XLVIll. 
Which wordes when Paridell had heard, his hew 
Can greatly chaung, and seemd dismaid lo bee ; 
Then sayd ; " Fayre Sir, how may I weene it Innr, 
That ye doe tell m such uoceileintee? 
Or speake ye of report, or did ye see 
lust cause of dread, that makes ye doubt ' so sot«? 
For i>erdie* elles* how mole it ever bee, 
That ever hand should dare for to engore ' 

Her noble blood \ The herens such cnidti* aUnce." 



C. Till. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 341 

L. 

** Ah me ! " said Paridell, ^^ the signes be sadd ; 

And, but God tiiroe the same to good soothsay/ 

That Ladies safetie is sore to be dradd ^ : 

Yet will I not forsake my forward way, 

Till triall doe more certebe truth bewray." 

" Faire Sir," quoth he, " well may it you succeed ! 

Ne long shall Satyrane behind you stay ; 
" But to the rest, which in this quest ^ proceed. 
My labour adde, and be partaker of their speed." 

LI. 
'< Ye noble Knights," said then the Squjrre of Dames, 
" Well may yee speede in so praiseworthy payne ! 
But sith^ the sunne now ginnes ^ to slake his beames 
In deawy vapours of the westeme mayne. 
And lose the teme out of his weary wayne. 
Mote not mislike you also to abate 
Your zealous hast, till morrow next againe 
Both light of heven and strength of men relate ^ : 
Which if ye please, to yonder Casde tume your gate." 

LII. 
That counsell pleased well ; so all yfere ^ 
Forth marched to a Castle them before ; 
Where soone arriving they restrained were 
Of ready entraunce, which ought evermore 
To errant Knights be commune : Wondrous sore 

> Soothsayj omen. * GinntSf begins. 

* Draddy dreaded. ' RdaU^ bring back. 

* Quext, punuit ' iy«re, together. 

* 5i<A, finee. 



gUmxa of thia book, we are told that the beast went back with th« 
girdle to the witch. 

29» 
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Thereat displeasd they were, till that young Squyre 
Gan them informe the cause why that same dare 
Was shut to a!! which lod^ng did desyre : 
The which to let you weet ' will runlier liine requyn; 
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CANTO IX. 

Malbecco will no straunge Knights host,' 

For peevish gealosy : 
Paridell giosts with Britomart: 

Both shew their auncestry. 

I. 
Redoubted Knights^ and honorable Dames, 
To whom I levell ^ all my labours end, 
Right sore I feare least ^ with unworthy blames 
This odious argument^ my rymes should shend,^ 
Or ought your goodly patience offend, 
Whiles of a wanton Lady I doe write, 
Which with her loose incontinence doth blend ^ 
The shyning glory of your soveraine light ; 
And knighthood fowle defaced by a faithlesse Knight. 

II. 
But never let th' ensample of the bad 

Offend the good : for good, by paragone ^ 

Of evill, may more notably be rad ® ; 

As white seemes fayrer matcht with blacke attone': 

Ne all are shamed by the fault of one : 

> Ho9t, entertain. ' Blend, blind, dim. 

' LewU, aim, direct ^ Paragone, contraat 

' Least, lest * Rod, perceived. 

* Argwnent, lubject. * AtUme, at one, together. 

* Sftmd, disgrace. 



l.9.'^Andtimg1ahood,&/fi.1 And of knighthood, &o. 
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For lo ! in heven, whereas all goodncs b 
Emongst llie angels, a whole legkxie 
Of wicked sprightes did fell frwn happy blis ; 
What wonder Uten if one, of women all, did mis ' ? 

III. 
Then listen, Lordings, if ye list to weet' 
The cause why Satj'rane and Paridell 
Mote not be entcrtaynd, as seoned meet, 
Into that Castle, as that Squyre does leD. 
" Therein a cancred crabbed Carie' does dwell. 
That has no skill of court nor courtesie, 
Ne cares w hat men say of him ill or well : 
For all his dayes he drownes in privide. 
Yet has full lar^e to live and spend at libotie. 

IV. 
" But all his mind is set on mucky * pelfe, 
To hoord up heapes of evill-gotten masse,' 
For «lilt;h lio oiliyrs \vron[r*, and WTeckes himseUe: 
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Unfit faire Ladies service to supply ; 
The privie guilt whereof makes him alway 
Suspect her truth, and keepe contbuall spy 
Upon her with his other blincked ^ eye ; 
Ne suffieth he resort of living wight 
Approch to her, ne keep her company, 
But in close bowre ^ her mewes ^ fit)m all mens sight, 
Depriv'd of kmdly ioy and naturall delight. 

VI. 
" Malbecco he, and Hellenore she hight * ; 
Unfitly yokt together in one teeme. 
That is the cause why never any Knight 
Is suffix here to enter, but ^ he seeme 
Such as no doubt of him he need misdeeme." 
Thereat Sir Salyrane gan srayle, and say ; 
<' Extremely mad the man I surely deeme 
That weenes, with watch and hard restraynt, to stay 
A womans will which is disposd to go astray. 

VII. 
" In vaine he feares that which he cannot shonne : 
For who wotes • not, that womans subtiltyes 
Can guylen ^ Argus, when she list misdonne ? 
It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes. 
Nor brasen walls, nor many wakefuU spyes, 

> Blindted, dim. * But, unless. 

* Bmore, chamber, room. ' Wotts, knows. 

' Mewes, seclades. ^ QuyUn, deceiTe. 
« Bight, is called. 



V. 5. — Hit other Umeked eye."] Other, according to Upton, meani 
left. 

VI. 4. — But he seeme, &c.] Unless he seems to be snch as can 
afford no occasion for doubt or suspicion. 

VII. 3. — When she list misdonne."] When she wishes to do wrong. 
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Thai can withhold her wilfiiD-wandring feet; 
But fast goodwill, with gentle couitesyes, 
And timely service to her pleasures meet. 
May her perhaps containe' that elsewouhlalgites* fleet'" 

vin. 

" Then is ho not nxKe mad," sayd Paridell, 
" That hath l)imselfe unto such service sold. 
In dolefull thraldome all his dayes to dwdl ? 
For sure a foole I doe him 6roiely hdd, 
That loves hb feiiere, though they were of gdd. 
But wJiy doe wee devise of others 31, 
Whyles thus we sufier this same Dotard old 
To keepe us out in scome, of lus owne viU, 
And rather do not ransack all, and lumselfe kill ? " 
IX. 
" Nay, let us firet," sayd Satyiaiie, " entreat 
The man by gentle meanes, to let us in ; 
And aHerwarflcs alfciy with cniell threat, 
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Unto their Maister who in bed was layd, 
That none him durst awake out of his dreme ; 
And dierefore tliem of patience gendy prayd. 
Then Paridell began to chaunge his theme, 
And threatned him with force and punishment extreme. 

XI. 
But all m vaine ; for nought mote him relent : 
And now so long before the wicket fast 
They wayted, that the night was forward spent, 
And the laire welkin ^ fowly overcast 
Gan blowen up a bitter stormy blast, 
With showre and hayle so horrible and dred. 
That this faire many ^ were compcld at last 
To fly for succour to a litde shed, 
The which beside the gate for swyne was ordered. 

XII. 
It fortuned, soone after they were gone, 
Another Knight, whom tempest thether brought, 
Came to that Casde, and widi earnest mone, 
like as the rest, late entrance deare ^ besought ; 
But, like so as the rest, he prayd for nought ; 
For flady he of entrance was reliisd : 
.Sorely thereat he was displeasd, and thought 
How to avenge himselfe so sc^re abusd, 
And evemiore the Carle of courtesie accusd. 

' Wdkinj sky. • Jfany, company. ' Deare, eameitly. 



X. 7,^J3nd therefore them, &c.] And therefore appealed to their 
patience or forbearance to excuse his denying them admittance. 

XII. 2. — Another Kntghi."] This is Britomort. 

Xn. 9 Of courtesie aecusd.] Accused him as being without cour- 
tesy. 
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XIII. 

But, to avoyde th' lotollerable stowre,' 
He was coiDpcld to seeke some refuge Dears, 
And to that slicd, to sbrowd him fiom tbe sbowre, 
He came, vhich full of guests he fi3und whylearc,* 
So as he was not let to enter there : 
Whereat he g:in to wex exceeding wroth, 
And swore that he would lodge with than yfere' 
Or them dislodg, all * were they liefe' or loth ; 
And so defyde them each, and so defyde ihem both. 
XIV. 
Both were full lotli to leave thai neediiiU teat,' 
And botli full loth in darkenesse to debate^ ; 
Yet botli full liefe ^ hira lodging to have lent. 
And both full liefe ^ his boasting to abate: 
But chiefcly Paridell his hart did grate* 
To heare him threaten so despi^tfidly. 
As if lie iM :i dogk'e in keaell rate 
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Untill that it an issew forth may finde ; 
Then forth it breakes, and with his furious blast 
Confounds both land and seas, and skyes doth overcast. 

XVI. 
Their steel-hed speares they strongly coucht, and met 
Together with impetuous rage and forse, 
That with the terrour of their fierce affret * 
They rudely drove to ground both man and horse, 
That each awliile lay like a seocelesse corse. 
But Paridell sore brused with the.blow 
Could not arise, the counterchaunge to scorse ; 
TiD that young Squyre liim reared fit)m below ; 
Then drew he his bright sword, and gan about him throw. 

XVII. 
But Satyrane forth stepping did them stay, 
And with faire treaty pacifide their yre : 
Then, when they were accorded^ from the fray. 
Against that Castles Lord they gan conspire. 
To heape on him dew vengeaunce for his hire. 
They beene agreed, and to the gates tliey goe 
To bum the same with unquenchable fire. 
And that uncurteous Carle, their commune foe, 
To doe fowle death to die, or wrap in grievous woe. 

* <Affretf encoanter. * Accorded^ made to agree. 



XVI. 7. — The counterchaunge to scorse.] To make a fair exchange ; 
i. e. of blowf on foot. 

XVII. 7. — HHth unquenchable fire."] Todd aska how they eonld pro- 
cure fire on so stormy a night ; a qaestion reminding one much more 
of an advocate arguing against a statement in a deposition than of a 
true critic. 

XVII. 9.— To doe fowU death to du,"] To make or cause to die a 
fool death. 

VOL. n. 30 
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XVIII. 
Malbecco seeing tliem resolvd in deed 
To Same tht' gates, and heanDg them to call 
For Gre in earnest, nm with feaifijll speed, 
And, to them calling from the castle wall. 
Besought tltcm liunib)^ him to beare withall. 
As ignorant of sen-ants bad abuse 
And slacke attendaunco unto stiaungeis call. 
The Knights were willing all things to excuse, 
Though nought belev'd, and entniunce late did noi refiise. 
XIX. 
They bcene ybrought into a comely bowre,* 
And send of all things diat mote needfiiU bee ; 
Yet secreUy their hoste did on them lowre, 
And welconidc more for feare then' chaiiiee ; 
But they dissembled what they did not see, 
And welcomed themselves. Each gan undjght 
Their garments wett, and weary aimour fiee, 
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Upbounden, did themselves adowne display 
And raught ^ unto ber heeles ; like sunny beames, 
That in a cloud their light did long time stay, 
Their vapour vaded,^ shewe their golden gleames> 
And through the persant aire shoote forth their azure strearoea 

XXI. 
Shee also dofte ^ her heavy haberieon/ 
Which the fsdre feature of her limbes did hyde ; 
And her well-plighted * fixx^k, which she did won • 
To tucke about her short when she did ryde, 
Shee low let fall, that flowd from her lanck^ syde 
Downe to her foot with carelesse raodestee. 
Then of them all she plainly was espyde 
To be a woman-wight, unwist to bee, 
The fsurest woman-wight that ever eie did see. 

XXII. 
Like as Bellona (being late retumd 
From slaughter of the giaunts conquered ; 
Where proud Encelade, whose wide nosethrils bumd 
With breathed flames like to a iiimace redd. 
Transfixed with her speare downe tombled dedd 
From top of Hemus by him heaped bye ;) 
Hath loosd her helmet from her lofty hedd. 
And her Gorgonian shield gins to untye 
From her lefte arme, to rest in glorious victorye. 

* Rttugkt, reached. > Vaded^ evaded, dispersed. ' Dq^, took off. 

< Ho^erieon, coat of mail. • fFeM-p/f^A/«i, well-folded. 

' Did toon, was wont. ' Lanckf slender. 



XX. 9. — Through the persant aire.] Piercing through the air. 

XXI. 8. — Unwist to bee.] Unknown to be so ; that is, till then. 

XXII. 3. — Proud Encelade.] Encelados was a giant, killed, how- 
eTer, by Jupiter, and buried under Mount JEtna. 

XXII. 8. — Her Qorgonian shidd.] Bellona is often confounded 
with Minerva, as in the present stanza. 
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XX III. 

Which whenas ihey beheld, they snalien were 
With gicat amazenienl of so wondrous sight ; 
And each on other, and they all oa bcr, 
Stood guziiig ; as if suddein great atfiigbt 
Had them srii-jirizd : At last ainaog ' right 
Her goodly personage and glorious hew, 
Which they so much mistookc, they tooko delight 
In their first error, and yelt still anew 
With wonder of her beauty fed their iKHigry vew : 
XXIV. 
Yet n'ote^ their bongry vew be saUs&de, 
But, seeing, stDl the more de^d to see, 
And ever firmcly fixed did abide 
In conlemplation of diiinitee: 
Bui most they mervaild at her chcvaJree 
And noble proweasc which tliey had approv'd, 
That much ih^ faynd ^ lo know who ahe mote bet 
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That of his Lady they might have the sight 
And company at meat^ to doe them more delight. 

XXVI. 
But he, to shifte ^ their curious request, 
Gan causen ^, why she could not come in place ; 
Her erased ^ helth, her late recourse to rest, 
And humid evenmg ill for sicke folkes cace. : 
But none of those excuses could take place * ; 
Ne would they eate, till she in presence came : 
Shee came m presence with right comely grace, 
And fairely them saluted, as became. 
And shewd herselfe in all a gentle courteous Dame. 

XXVII. 
They sate to meat ; and Satyrane his chaunce 
Was her before, and Paridell beside ; 
But he himselfe sate looking still askaunce 
Gainst Britomart, and ever closely eide 
Sir Satyrane, that glaunces might not glide : 
But his blinde eie, that sided ^ Paridell, 
All his demeasnure ^ iix)m his sight did hide : 
On her faire face so did he feede his fill. 
And sent close ^ messages of love to her at will : 

XXVIII. 
And ever and anone, when none was ware,® 
With speaking lookes, that close embassage ^ bore, 
He rov'd ^® at her, and told his secret care ; 

* Shifie, evade. ' Demeasnure^ demeanor, condac 

* Causen^ assign reasons. ' Cloeef secret. 

* Crasedf impaired. * Ware, observing. 

* Take placet have efiect. * Close embassage, secret mcanin; 

* Sided^ was on the side towards. ^^ Rov'df shot. 



XXVn. 3. — Hs Aiiiwe(/«.] Malbecco. 

30 • 
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For all ihai art he learned had of yoie : 
Ne was she ignoraunl of that leud Imp, 
But in Ills eye his meaning wisely redd, 
And wiUi tlio like him aunswerd GTermore: 
Shee sent at liim one fj-rie dart, whose hedd 

Einpoisned u.is with privy lust and gealous diedd. 
XXIX. 
He from that deadly throw made no defoice, 
But to the wound his weake heart opened wyde: 
The wicked engine tlirough felse iudueoce 
Past through his eies, and secretly did ^yde 
Into his heart, which it did sorely giyde.' 
But nothing now lo him was that same pamc, 
Ne paine at all ; for he so olle bad tiyde 
Tlie powre thereof, and lov'd so oil id vaine, 

Tliat tiling of course he counted, love lo entertaine. 
XXX. 
Thoiicefortli to licr hi; sought to ii 
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By such dose signes they secret way did make 
Unto their wils, and one eies watch escape : 
Two eies him needeth, for to watch and wake^ 
Who lovers will deceive. Thus was the ape, 
By their faire handling, put into Malbeccoes cape. 

XXXII. 

Now, when of meats and drinks they had their fill, 
Purpose was moved by that gentle Dame 
Unto those Knights adventurous, to tell 
Of deeds of armes which unto them became,^ 
And every one his Kindred and his Name. 
Then Paridell, in whom a kindly^ pride 
Of gratious speach and skill his words to finme 
Abounded, being glad of so fitte tide ^ 
Him to commend to her, thus spake, of al well eide : 

XXXIII. 
" Troy, that art now nought but an idle name, 
And in thine ashes buried low dost lie. 
Though whilome * far much greater then * thy fame. 
Before that angiy Gods and cruell skie 
Upon thee heapt a direilill destinie ; 
What boots it boast thy glorious descent, 

* Became, happened. * JVhilomef formerly. 
' Kindly, natural. * TTien, than. 

* JMe, opportunity. 



XXXI. 8. — T%us toas the ape, dec.] Cape is cap. To put the njie 
into one'a cap, is, accordin;r to Upton, a proverbial expression for ma- 
king a fool of him. Thus Chaucer has — 

« The monke put in the mannes hode [hood] an ape 
And in hii wife^s eke." 

Prioresses Proloouk. 

XXXII. 9. — Of oZ weQ sicls.] Attentirely observed by all. 
XXXII1.6.— JF%a< hoots Uhoatt^&c.'] < What um is it to boot of 
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And fetch fiom keven thy great genGoIogie, 
Sith ^ all thy worthte prayses b^g blent 

Tlieir olspnng hath emhaste, and later gloiy shent ! 
XXXIV. 
" Most famous Worthy of the worid, by whome 
Tliat wane was kindled which did Troy inSome, 
And stately towres of llion whil6me' 
Brought unto balefull mine, was by name 
Sir Palis £ir rcnowmd through noble fame ; 
Who, through great prowcsse and bold hardinesse, 
From Locedaemon fetcht the fayrest Dame 
That ever Greece did boost, or Knight possesses 

Whom Venus to hiin gave for meed of worUiinesse ; 
XXXV. 
" Fayre Hclene, flowre of beautie excellent. 
And giiiond of the mighty conquerours, 
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XXXVl. 

« From him my linage I derive aright, 
Who long before the ten yeares siege of Troy, 
Whiles yet on Ida he a shepeheard hight,^ 
On faire Oenone got a lovely boy, 
Whom, for remembrance of her passed ioy. 
She, of his father, Parius did name ; 
Who, after Greekes did Priams realme destroy, 
Gathred the Trojan reliqties sav'd fix)m flame. 
And, with them say ling thence, to th' isle of Paios came. 

XXXVII. 
" That was by him cald Paros, which before 
HTght ^ Nausa ; there he many yeares did rame, 
And built Nausicle by the Pontick shore ; 
The which he dying lefte next in remaine 
To Paridas his sonne. 
From whom I Paridell by kin descend : 
But, for faire ladies love and glories gaine, 
My native soile have lefte, my dayes to spend 
111 seewing^ deeds of armes, my lives and labors end." 

XXXVIII. 
Whenas the noble Britomart heard tell 
Of Trojan waires and Priams citie sackt, 
(The rueflill story of Sir Paiidell,) 
She was empassiond 3 at that piteous act,* 
With zelous envy ^ of Greekes ciiiell fact ® 
Agaiast that Nation, fh)m whose race of old 

• flight J was called. • Stewing ^ pursuing. ' Empassiond^ moved. 
* Actf narrative. • Envy^ indignation. • Fad, deed. 



XXXVI. 4.— On faire Oenone^ &c.] Paris had a son by Oenone, 
a njmph of Mount Ida, before he went to Sparta. The rest of this 
namtive is the poet's own invention. 

XXXVII. 4. — JYex£ in remaine.] Next in remainder. 
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Slie heard that she was Imeally extiact: 
For no!)le Britons sprong from Tiojans bdd,- 

\nd Tro}-novam was buJt of old Troyes asbes cdJ. 
XXXII. 
Then, sighing sofc awhile, at last she thus : 
" O lamentable fall of famous (owne, 
Wliich raignd so many yeares nctotious, 
And of all Asie bore the soveraine crowne, 
In one sad night consumd and tbrowen downe ! 
Wiiat stony hart, that heares thy haplesse fate. 
Is not empierst with deepe compassowne. 
And makes cnsample of mans wretched state, 

Tliai flourcs so Ircsh at morue, and &des at erening late ! 
XL. 
'' Beliold, Sir, how your pitifiiU complaint 
Hath fownd another parlner of your payne : 
For nothing may impresse so deare constramt 
As couniiifj cause, and commune foes disdayne. 
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Where he, through fatall ^ crrour^ long was led 
Full many yeares, and weetlesse ^ wandered 
From shore to shore emongst the Lybick sandes, 
Ere rest he fownd : Much there he suffered, 
And many perilles past in forreine landes, 
To save his people sad from victours vengefull handes : 

XLII. 
" At last in Latium he did arry ve, 
Where he with cruell warre was entertaind ^ 
Of th' bland folke which sought him backe to drive, 
Till he with old Latinus was constraind 
To contract wedlock, so the fates ordamd ; 
Wedlocke contract in blood, and eke in blood 
Accomplished ; that many deare complaind : 
The rivall slaine, the victour (through the flood 
Escaped hardly) hardly praisd his wedlock good. 

XLIII. 
" Yet, after all, he victour did survive. 
And with Latinus did the kingdom part^ : 
But after, when both nations gan to strive 
Into their names the title to convart, 
Hb Sonne lulus did from thence depart 
With all the warlike youth of Troians bfoud, 
And in Long Alba plast his throne apart ; 
Where faire it florished and long time stoud, 
Till Romulus, renewing it, to Rome removd." 

* Fatall f destined by fate. ' Errour, wandering. 

' Weetlessef unknowing. ^ Entertaind^ received. * Part, divide. 



XLlI. 3, — Ofth' inland folke.] Theie were the Rutulians, under 
the command of Tumus. 

XLII. 4. ^ With M LaUnuM.] He married Lavinia, the daughter of 
Latinus. 
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XLIV. 

" There ; there," said Biitomait, "afresh appeard 
The glory of the later worid to spring. 
And Troy againe out of her dust was teard 
To sitt in second seat of soveraine king 
Of all tlie world, under her governing. 
But a third kingdom yet is to aiise 
Out of tiie Trolans scattered ofepling, 
That, in all glory and great enterprise, 
Both first and second Troy shall daie to equalise, 
XLV. 
" It Troynovant ia hight,' that with the waves 
Of wealthy Thamls washed b along, 
Upon whose stuhhome neck (whereat he nves 
With roring rage, and sore himselfe does throng. 
That all men feare to tempt his billowes straig,) 
She fastned lialh her hot ; which stands so hy. 
That it a wonder of t]io world is soni; 
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XLVIl. 

" Ah ! fairest Lady-Knight," said Paridell, 
" Pardon I pray my heedlesse oversight, 
Who had forgot that whylome ^ I heard tell 
From aged Mnemon ; for my wits beene light. 
Indeed he said, if I remember right, 
That of the antique Trojan stocke there grew 
Another plant, that raught^ to wondrous hight, 
And far abroad his mighty braunches threw 
Into the utmost angle ^ of the world he knew. 

XLVIII. X 

'^ For that same Brute, whom much he did advaunce 
In all his speach, was Sylvius his sonne. 
Whom having slain through luckles arrowes glaunce, 
He fled for feare of that he had misdonne,^ 
Or els for shame, so fowle reproch to shonne, 
And with him ledd to sea an youthly trayne ; 
Where wearie wandring tliey long time did wonne,* 
And many fortunes prov'd in tli' ocean mayne. 
And great adventures found, that now were long to sayne.® 

XLIX. 
" At last by fatall "^ course they driven were 
Into an Island spatious and brode. 
The furthest North that did to them appeare : 
Which, after rest, they, seeking farre abrode. 
Found it the fittest soyle for their abode, 

* Wftylonu, formerly. • Ifonne, continoc. 
' Raught, reached. * SayiUf lay, ten. 

' AngUf comer. ^ FataUf destined. 

* Misdanntf done wrongly. 



XLVn. A. —Aged Mnenum.'] This word is derived from tbe Giiecky 
and means one who calls to mind or refireshes the recollection. 
XLVIII. 2. — Sylvius Aw.] SyWius's. 

▼OL. II. 31 
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Fmiifull or all tliinges fiu for living fbode, 
But wlioly waste and void of peoples trode,* 
Save aD huge nation of the geaunts bioode 

That Ted on living flesli, and droack meoa vitall bk)od. 
L. 
" Wliom he, tlirough wearie wars and laboun k»g, 
Subdewd wiih losse of many BriUms bdd : 
In which the great Goemagot of strong 
Corineus, ami Coulin of Deboo old, 
Were oveohrownc and laide on th' earth fall cold. 
Which quaked under their so hideous masse: 
A famous liistory to bee enrold 
In everlasting nx>niinent5 of brasse, 

That all the antique Worthies merits bi did p«ss& 
LI. 
" His worke great Troynovant, his wnke is dee 
Faire Lincolne, both renowmed &r away ; 
Tliat uho In^rii L.ifi lo AV'est will endlong' seclte. 
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The whiles unwares away her wondring eye 
And greedy eares her weake hart from her bore : 
Which he perceiving, ever privily, 
In speaking, many false belgardes ^ at her let fly. 

LIII. 
So long these IQiightes discoursed diversly 
Of straunge affaires, and noble hardiment,^ 
Which they had past with imckle^ ieopardy. 
That now the humid night was farforth spent, 
And hevenly lampes were halfendeale * ybrent * ; 
Which th' old man seeing wel, who too long thought 
Every discourse, and every argument. 
Which by the houres he measured, besought 
Them go to rest. So all unUf their bowres * were brought 

* Belgardes f (hdUs regardes, Fr.,) beautiful lookt. 

' Hardiaunt^ coura^. ' Miekle^ much. ^ HalfendedU^ half. 

* YhreiUf hurnecL * Bowres f chamben. 



THE rAKUZ ^JOKtSrS' 



CANTO X. 



Paridell npeth Helleiwra ; 

HaJbecco ber pounewea ; 
Fyndi emongst Stijros, whenco witfa Elim 

To lume ' she doth refuae. 



I. 
The morrow next, so soone as Pbcebus lamp 
Bewrayed had the worid with eariy light, 
And fresh Aunxu had the shady damp 
Out of the goodly heren amoved quight, 
Faiie Britomart and that same Faery Kni^t 
. forlli on llioir ionniev for lo 
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That fiers Youngmans unruly maystery ; 
His Money, which he lov^d as livmg breath ; 
And his faire Wife, whom honest long he kept uneath.^ 

III. 
But patience perforce ; he must abie^ 
What fortune and his fate on him will lay : 
Fond 3 is the feare that findes no remedie. 
Yet warily he watcheth every way, 
By which he feareth evill happen may ; 
So th' evill thinkes by watching to prevent : 
Ne doth he suffer her, nor night nor day. 
Out of his sight herselfe oncQ to absent : 
So doth he punish her, and eke himself torment. 

IV. 
But Paridell kept better watch then < hee, 
A fit occasion for his tume to finde. 
False Love ! why do men say tliou canst not see, 
And in their foolish fancy feigne thee blmde. 
That with thy charmes the sharpest sight doest binde, 
And to thy will abuse ? Thou walkest free, 
And seest every secret of the minde ; 
Thou seest all, yet none at all sees thee : 
All that fa by the wwking of thy deitee. 

V. 
So perfect in that art was Paridell, 
That he Malbeccoes halfen eye * did wyle ; 
Hb halfen eye he wiled wondrous well, 

> Uneath, hardly. ' ^hie, abide. ' Fond, foolub. 
* 7%en, than. » Haifen eye, one eye. • 



aoooont of hia money and hia wife ; but he more feared to sefUae hii 
leqneat, ainoe tha impeiiioaa young man might have flain hSm in hia 
iwdignatiffln. 

31 • 



Tlie learned ' Lovex lost 
Thai least avanlage mot* 
Yel bore so faire a sayli 
His secret drift till he her 
Whenso in open place a 
He fortun'd her to meet, 
He courted her ; yet bay 
That bis ungentle hoste d| 
or ?ilo ungenllenesse or hosl 

vn] 

But when apart (if evar b 
He found) then his false c 
And all the sleights ' unbo 
Ho sigh'ii, he sobd, he swc 
And cast hiniselfe on groui 
TIjo," when againe ho hin 
He wept, and wayld, aod 
Saying, but if" she niercie 
That he mole algates '* dye, 

' Ctott, aetteit'e. 
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VIII. 

And otherwhyles with amorous delights 
And pleasing toyes he would her entertaine ; 
Now singing sweetly to surprize her sprights, 
Now makmg layes of love and lovers paine, 
Bransles, ballads, virelayes, and verses vaine ; 
Oft purposes, oft riddles, he devysd, 
Aad thousands like which flowed in his braine. 
With which he fed her fancy, and entysd 
To take to his new love, and leave her old despysd. 

IX. 

And every where he might and everie while 
He did her service dewtifull, and sewd 
At hand with humble pride and pleasing guile ; 
So closely ^ yet, tliat none but she it vewd. 
Who well perceived all, and all indewd.^ 
Thus finely did he his false nets dispred. 
With which he many weake harts had subdewd 
Of yore, and many had ylike misled : 
What wonder tlien if she were likewise carried ? ^ 

X. 

No fort so fensible,^ no wals so strong, 

* Closely, secretly. ' Indewd, received. ' FensihU, defensible. 



VIII. 5. — BrandeSf ballads, virelayes, &c.] * Bransles,' or brawls* 
were a kind of donee. Thus Gray has — 

" My grave lord-keeper led the brawls." 

' Virelays ' were a species of song or short poem. * Purposes,* in the 
next line, means the game of cross-purposes. A knowledge of riddles 
was one of the accomplishments of a lover in Spenser's time. The 
reader will recall the ludicrous distress with which Slender, in the 
Merry Wives of Windsor, asks his servant for his " Book of Riddles,*' 
wheli he is about to be introduced to Anne Page. 
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Rut that continuall batteiy will rive,' 
Or daily siege, through dispiimiyauiice ' kog 
And lackc of reskewes, will to paHey drive ; 
And peece,^ that unto parley eare will give, 
Will shortly yield itselie, and will be mads 
The vassall of the victors will bylive* ; 
That stratagemo had oHentimes assayd ' 
This crafty paramouroj and now it plaine dlspl&yd: 



For through his traines^ he her btiapped hatb, 

That she her love and hart hath wholy sold 

To him without regard of gaine, or scath,^ 

Or care of crcdite, or of husband old, 

Whom she hath vow'd to dub a fayie cucquUd. 

Nought wants but time and place, which shortly shee 

Devized bath, and to her Lover told. 
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XIII. 

The second Hellene, fayre Dame Hellenore, 
The whiles her husband ran with soiy haste 
To quench the flames which she had tynM ^ before, 
Laught at his foolish labour spent in waste,^ 
And ran into her Lovers armes right fast ; 
Where streight embraced she to him did cry 
And call alowd for helpe, ere helpe were past ; 
For lo ! • that Guest did beare her forcibly, 
And meant to ravish her, that rather had to dy ! 

XIV. 
The wretched man hearing her call for ayd, 
And ready seeing him with her to fly, 
In his disquiet mind was much dbmayd : 
But when agsdne he backeward cast his eye, 
And saw the wicked fire so furiously 
Consume his hart, and scorch his idoles face, 
He was therewith distressed diversely, 
Ne wist 3 he how to tume, nor to what place • 

Was never wretched man in such a wofiill cace. 

XV. 
Ay when to him she cryde, to her he tumd. 
And left the fire ; Love, Money overcame : 
But, when he marked how his money bumd, 
He left his wife ; Money did Love disclame ** : 
Both was he loth to loose his loved dame. 
And loth to leave his liefest^ pelfe behmde ; 
Yet, sith * he no'te*^ save both, he sav'd that same 
Which was the dearest to his dounghill minde, 

Tlie god of his desire, the ioy of misers blinde. 

^ J)fn'd, kindled. ' In toaste, in rain. ' Wist, knew. 

* Disdame, expel. * Lufestf deareit 

* SUhf since. ^ JWU, could not 



XVI. 

Thus whilest all things in trouhlous upnxe wa. 
And all men busie to suppiesse the flame, 
The loving couple neede no reskew feare. 
But leasure bad and liberty to frame 
Thdr purpost flight, free {rom all mens reclame; 
And Night, the palronesse of love-stealth fayre, 
Gave them safe conduct till to end they came: 
So bccne they gone yfere,' a wanton pajrre 
Of lovers loosely knit, where li^t them to repayie. 
XVU. 
Socme aa the crucll flames ydaked ' were, 
Malbecco, s^ing how his losse did lye, 
Out of the flames which be had quencht whjler^* 
Into huge waves of giiefe and gealoeye 
Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nye 
Twixt inward doole * and felonous dcspj 
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XIX. 

At last resolvmg, like a pilgrim pore, 
To search her forth whereso she might be fond, 
And bearing with him treasure hi close store. 
The rest he leaves m ground : So takes in bond 
To seeke her endlong ^ both by sea and lond. 
Long he her sought, he sought her far and nere. 
And every where that he mote understond 
Of Knights and Ladies any meetings were ; 
And of each one he mett he tidings did mquere. 

XX. 

But all in vaine ; his woman was too wise 
Ever to come mto his clouch ^ againe. 
And bee too simple ever to surprise 
The iolly ParideU, for all his paine. 
One day,' as he forpassed ^ by the plame 
With weary pace, he far away espide 
A couple, seemmg well to be his twaine, 
Which hoved ^ close under a forest side. 
As if they l^y in wait, or els themselves did hide. 

XXI. 
Well weened hee that those the same mote bee ; 
And, as he better did their shape avize,* 
Him seemed more their maner did agree ; 
For th' one was armecT all in warlike wize. 
Whom to be ParideU he did devize ; 
And th' other, al yclad in garments light 
Discolourd^ like to womanish disguise, 

' EndUmg, in a continued cooxie. * Hoved, hoyered. 

* CZouehf clutch. * Avixef diiceni. 

' Forpassedf passed along. * DiseoUfurd^ yariouslj colored. 

XIX. 4. ^ Taka m hand.] Takes in hand, resolyet. 



He did resemble * lo his L&dy bright ; 

And eyei hb faint hart much earned' at the sight: 
XXII. 
And ever faine he towards than would goe. 
But yet durei not for dread approchen nie, 
But stood aloofe, unwecttng' wliai to (Joe ; 
Till that prickt forth wiih loves extiwnity. 
That is the father of fbwle gealosy, 
He closely nearer crept the truth to vfcet * : 
But, as he nigher drow, he easily 
Might sceme* that it was not his sweetest Sweet, 

Ne yet her Belamour,* tlie partner of his sheet : 
xxni. 
But it was scomefuU Bniggadochio, 
That witli his servant Tiompart hoverd there, 
Sitli '^ late lie fled fiom his too earnest foe : 
Whom such whenas Halbecco spycd clnre,* 
He turned backe, and would tare Bed uen'; 
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That to the ground hiin meekely made to bowe, 
And awfull terror deepe into him strooke, 
That every member of his body quooke. 
Said he, " Thou man of nought ! what doest thou here 
Unfitly fumisht with thy bag and booke, 
Where I expected one with shield and spere 
To prove some deeds of armes upon an equall pere I " 

XXV. 

The wretched man at his imperious speach 
Was all abasht, and low prostrating said ; 
" Gtx)d Sir, let not my rudenes be no breach 
Unto your patience, ne be ill ypaid * ; 
For I unwares this way by fortune straid, 
A silly pilgrim driven to distresse, 
That seeke a Lady " — There he suddein staid, 
And did the rest with grievous sighes suppresse. 
While teares stood in his eies, few drops of bittemesse. 

XXVI. 
« What Lady ? " — '' Man," said Trompart, " take good 

hart. 
And tell thy griefe, if any hidden lye : 
Was never better time to shew thy smart 
Then ^ now that noble succor is thee by. 
That is the whole worlds commune remedy." 
That chearful Word his weak heart much did cheare. 
And with vame hope his spirits faint supply, 

> III ypaid, ill apaid, dissatisfied. * Then, than. 



XXV. 3. — Let not my rudenes^ &c.] The two negatives here 
strengthen the negation. "Let not my rudeness proToke ycmr psp 
ticnce, nor be ill received or treated by yon." Some editions have 
* a breach ' instead of no breach.* 
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Tliat bold he sa>-(i ; " O mast redoubted Pere, 
Vouchsafe with mild regard a wretches cace to heare." 
XX\^I. 

Then sigliing sore, " It is not long," saide bee, 

" Sith ' I enioyd the gentlest Dame alive ; 

Of whom a Knight, (tro Knight at all perdee,' 

But shame of all tliat doc for honor strive,) 

By treacherous decelpt did me deprive ; 

Through open outrage he her bore away, 

And with fowie force unto iiis will did drive ; 

Which al good Knights, that armcs do bear lias day, 
Are bownd for to revenge and punish if they may. 
XXV m. 

" And you, most noble Lord, that can and dare 

Redresse the wrong of miserable wiglil, 

Cannot employ your most v-iclorious spoaro 

In better quarrel! then defence of right, 

Anil (kr 3 T^flir onlnid 3 r!i;tI>laD>u KmllAt • 
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And sayd ; " Thy offers base I gready loth, 
And eke thy words uncourteous and unkempt ^ : 
I tread in dust thee and thy money both ; 
That, were it not br shame '' — So turned from him wroth. 

XXX. 

But Trompart, that his Maistres humor knew 
In lofty looks to hide an humble minde, 
Was inly tickled with that golden vew, 
And in his eare him rownded^ close behinde : 
Yet stoupt he not, but lay still m the winde, 
Waiting advauntage on the pray to sease ; 
Till Trompart, lowly to the grownd inclinde, 
Besought him his great corage ^ to appease, 
And pardon simple man that rash did him displease. 

XXXI. 

Big looking like a doughty doucepere, 
At last he thus ; " Thou clod of vilest clay, 
I pardon yield, and with thy rudenes beare ; 
But weete ^ henceforth, that all that golden pray, 
And all that els the vaine world vaunten may, 
I loath as doung, ne deeme lAy dew reward : 
Fame is my meed, and glory vertuous pay : 
But minds of mortall men are muchell mard ^ . 
And mov'd amisse with massy mucks unmeet regard. 

^ Unkemptf rude. * Roumdedf whispered. ' Corage^ indignation. 
* WuU, learn. * MuchtU mard, much corrupted. 



XXX. 5. — Yet sUmpi he not, &c.] He (Braggradocbio) did not 
stoop to seize his proy, but remained quiet in the air — an image de- 
rived from falconry. 

XXXI. 1. — Doueepere.] This is from the French Us dauxM pain^ 
Uitt twelve peers of Yiwaoc^ champions T«*nownpd in romantic fiction. 

XXXI. 9. — Massy mtuks vicmeeC regard."] Undue esteem for great 
wealth. 
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xxxn. 
"And more ; I graunt to thy great nusoy 
Gratious respect ; thy wife shall backe be sent ; 
And that vile Knight, whoever that he bee, 
Which hath tliy Lady reft and knighthood shent," 
By Sanglamort my sword, whose deadly dent' 
The blood hath of so many thousands shedd, 
I sweare ere long shall dearely it repent ; 
Ne he twist heven and earth shall hide his hedd, 
But soone he shall be fownd, and shortly doen be dedd.* 

XXXIII. 
The foolish roan thereat woxe wondrous blith, 
As if the word so spoken were halfe dcnme. 
And humbly thanked him a thousand slth * 
That had from death to life him newly womie. 
Tho ' forth the Boaster marching brave begtxuie 
Ilis stolen steed to ihuiider liiriously, 
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To weete, the treasuie which he did bewray, 
On which tlieir eies and harts were wholly sett. 
With purpose how they might it best betray ; 
For, sith ^ the howre that first he did them lett 
The same behold, therwith their keene desires were wbett 

XXXV. 

It fortuned, as they together far'd, 
They spide where Paridell came pricking fast 
Upon the plaine, the which himselfe prepsur'd 
To giust with that brave straunger Knight a cast, 
As on adventure by the way he past : 
Alone he rode without his paragone ^ ; 
For, having filcht her bdlgj her up he cast 
To the wide world, and lett her fly alone ; 

He nould ^ be clogd : So had he served many one. 

XXXVI. 
The gentle Lady, loose at randon lefte. 
The greene-wood long did walke, and wander wide 
At wilde adventure, like a forlome wefte* ; 
Till on a day the Satyres her espide 
Straying alone withouten groome or guide : 
Her up they tooke, and y^ith them home her ledd. 
With them as housewife ever to abide. 
To milk their gotes, and make them cheese and bredd ; 

And every one as commune good her handeled : 

XXXVII. 
That shordy she Malbecco has forgptt, 
And eke Sir Paridell all ^ were he deaxe ; 
Who fircHn her went to seeke another lott| 
And DOW by fortune was anived here, 

,fliiiee. * P«r«^viM, eomiNUHoii. * JTiwM, woidi not 
4 IFefte, waif, or thing cait adrift. * dfU, although. 
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Least salvage beastes her person have despoyld : 
Then all the world is lost, and we in vaine have toyld ! " 

XL. 
Thej ill agree, and forward them addrest : 
" Ah but," said crafty Trompart, " weete ^ ye well, 
That yonder in that wastefull wildemesse 
Huge monsters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 
Dragons, and mmotaures, and feendf>s of hell. 
And many wilde woodmen which robbe and rend 
All travellers ; therefore advise ye well. 
Before ye enterprise that way to wend ^ : 
One may his ioumey bring too soone to evill end." 

XLI. 
Malbecco stopt in great astonishment, 
And, with pale eyes fast 6xed on the rest. 
Their counsell crav'd in daunger imminent. 
Said Trompart ; " You, that are the most opprest 
With burdein of great treasure, I thinke best 
Here for to stay in saf etie behynd : 
My Lord and I will search the wide forest." 
That counsell pleased not Malbeccoes mynd ; 
For he was much afraid himselfe alone to fynd. 

XLII. 
" Then k it best," said he, " that ye doe leave 
Your treasure here in some security, 
Eitlier fast closed in some hollow greave,^ 
Or buried in the ground from ieopardy. 
Till we retume againe in safety : 
As for us two, least doubt of us ye have, 
Hence farre away we will blyndfolded ly, 

> H^Mteyknow. ' Wend^go. * Grreove, grooTO, or hidinf-plaed. 
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And with their horned feet the greene gras wore ; 
The whiles their gotes upon the brouzes * fedd, 
Till drouping Phoebus gan to hyde his golden hedd. 

XLVI. 
Tho ^ up they gan their mery pypes to trusse,' 
And all their goodly heardes did gather rownd ; 
But every Satyre 6rst did give a busse ^ 
To Hellenore ; so busses did abound. 
Now gan the humid vapour shed the grownd 
With perly deaw, and th' Earthes gloomy shade 
Did dim the brightnesse of the welkin ^ rownd, 
That every bird and beast awamed made 
To shrowd themselves, while sleep their sences did mvade. 

XLVII. 
Which when Malbecco saw, out of the bush 
Upon his handes and feete he crept full light, 
And like a gote emongst the gotes did rush ; 
That, tlirough the helpe of his faire homes on hight, 
And misty dampe of misconcey ving night. 
And eke through likenesse of his gotish beard. 
He did the better counterfeite aright : 
So home he marcht emongst the homed heard. 
That none of all the Satyres him espyde or heard. 

XLVIII. 
At night, when all they went to sleepe, he vewd. 
Whereas his lovely wife emongst them lay, 

' Brouzes, twigs. ' Tho, then. ' Trusse, pack up, or lay aside. 
* Busse, kiss. - • Welkin, sky. 



XfiVII. A. — His faire homes.] ^hurch.,jyouM rend "their faire \ / 
homes" — the horns of thft goatii — ^feall^a wish t« tvucuo the po<»t 
from the imputation of indulging.Jir'soVooi' i^ conceit as the 4*iying a 
pair of actual horns to Malbecco. / \ 




\ 
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With perfect peace and bandes of fresh accordi 
And she receivd againe to bed and bord, 
As if no trespas ever had beene donne : 
But she it all refused at one word, 
And by no meanes would to his will be wonne, 
But chose emongst the iolly Satyres still to wonne.^ 

LIl. 
He wooed* her till day-spring he espyde ; 
But all in vaine : and then tumd ^ to the heard, 
Who butted him with homes on everf syde, 
And trode downe in the durt, where his hore beard 
Was fowly dight,^ and he of death afeard. 
Early, before the heavens fsdrest light 
Out of the ruddy East was fiilly reard. 
The heardes out of their foldes were loosed quight, 

And he emongst the rest crept forth in sory plight. 

LIII. 
So soone as he the prison-dore did pas. 
He ran as fast as both his feet could beare, 
And never looked who behind him was, 
Ne scarsely who before : like as a beare. 
That creeping close amongst the hives to reare * 
An hony-combe, the wakefull dogs espy, 
And him assayling sore lib carkas teare, 
That hardly he with life away does fly, 

Ne stayes, till safe himselfe he see from ieopardy. 

LIV. 
Ne stayd he, till he came unto the place 
Where late his treasure he entombed had ; 
Where when he found it not, (for Trompart bace 

> ffimiM, dwell. ' Wooedf entreated. ' Turnd^ returned. 
« Fowly dight, foully loiled. * Aears, take. 
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That all lib substance was consum'd to nought, 
And nothing left but like an aery spright ; 
That on the rockes he fell so flit ^ and light. 
That he thereby received no hurt at all ; 
But chaunced on a craggy cliff to light ; 
Whence he Avith crooked clawes so long did crall, 
That at the last he found a cave witli entrance small : 

LVIII. 
Into the same he creepes, and thenceforth there 
Kesolv'd to build his baleiull mansion 
In drery darkenes and continuall feare 
Of that rocks fall, which ever and anon 
Threates with huge mine him to fall upon, 
That he dare never sleepe, but that one eye 
Still ope he keepes for that occasion ; 
Ne ever rests he in tranquillity, 
The roring billowes beat his bowre' so boystrously. 

LIX. 
Ne ever is he wont on ought to feed 
But todes and frogs, his pasture ^ poysonous. 
Which in his cold complexion doe breed 
A filthy blood, or humour rancorous. 
Matter of doubt and dread suspitious. 
That doth with curelesse care consume the hart, 
Corrupts the stomacke with gall vitious, 
Cross-cuts ^ the liver with intemall smart. 
And doth transfixe the soule with deathes etemall dart. 

LX. 
Yet can he never dye, but dying lives. 
And doth himselfe with sorrow new sustame, 

> f7rf, unsubfftantial. ' Dawre, residence. 

* Poiture^ food. « Cro$9<uts^ pierces, or cats through. 
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CANTO XI. 

Biitomait chaceth Ollyphant ; 

Findes Scudamour distrest: 
Assayes the Hoase of Busyrane 

Where Loves spoyles are exprest 

1. 
O HATEFULL helljsh Snake ! what Furie fiirst 
Brought thee fh>m balefull house of Proserpine, 
Where in her bosome shee thee long had nurst, 
And fostred up with bitter niilke of tine ^ ; 
Fowle Gealosy ! that tumest love divine 
To ioylesse dread, and mak'st the loving hart 
With hatefull thoughts to languish and to pine, 
And feed itselfe with selfe-consuming smart, 
Of all the passions in the mind thou vilest art ! 

II. 
O let him far be banished away, 
And in liis stead let Love for ever dwell ! 
Sweete Love, that doth his golden wings embay ^ 
In blessed nectar and pure Pleasures well, 
Untroubled of vile feare or bitter fell.^ 
And ye, fsure Ladies, that yoiu: kingdomes make 
In th' hartB of men, them goveme wkely well. 
And of faire Britomart ensample take. 
That was as trew in love as turtle to her make.* 
/ 

> TIfM, woe. ' Ftily gall. 

• £mfoy, bathe. « .MdU, matt. 



•^^ 
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And each did strive the other to outgoe ; 
But he them both outran a wondrous space, 
For he was long, and swift as any roe, 
And now made better speed t' escape his feared foe. 

VI. 
It was not Satyrane, whom he did feare, 
But Britomart the flowre of chastity ; ' 

For he the powre of chaste hands might not beare, 
But alwayes did their dread encounter fly : 
And now so fast his feet he did apply, 
That he has gotten to a forrest neare. 
Where he is shrowded in security. 
The wood they enter, and search everie where ; 
Tliey searched diversely; so both divided were. 

VII. 

Fayre Britomart so long him followed. 
That she at last came to a fountaine sheare,' 
By which there lay a Knight all wallowed^ 
Upon the grassy ground, and by him neare 
His haberieon,^ his helmet, and his speare : 
A little ofl^, hb shield was rudely throwne, 
On which the Winged Boy in colours clearo 
Depeincted ^ was, full easie to be knowne, 
\nd he thereby, wherever it in field was showne. 

VIII. 
His face upon the grownd did groveling ly, 
As if he had beene slombring in the shade ; 
That the brave Mayd would not for courtesy 

^ ShearCf pure. * HabcrUon, coat of mail. 

' Wallowed, cast, thrown. ^ Depeincted, painted. 

derived firom a game called prison-hose, and that the meaning is, that 
they challenged each other to run after Ollyphant 

33» 



90 THE FAEBIK ^CEBKE. ■. lU. 

Out of his quiet stomber him abrade,* 
Nor seemc too suddeinly b'lm to inrade : 
StUl as she sttiod, she heard »idi grievous (hrab 
Him grone, as if bis hart w-ere peeces mnde,' 
And witli most painefidl pangs lo sigli and sob, 

That piUy did ilie Virgins hart of patience rob. 
IX. 
At last foitli breaking into bitter plaJntes 
He sayd ; '■ O sovetayne Lord, that sit'st on bye 
And raignsl in biis einongst thy blessed &ainles, 
How suDrest thoo such shameiiill cruelly 
So long unwreaked* of lliine cnimy t 
Or hasi ilioii. Lord, of good mens cause no heed 1 
Or dotli ihy iustico sleepe and silent ly ? 
What booleth tlien ibe good and righteous deed, 

If goodnesse Qnd no grace, dot tighteoasoese no meed ! 
X, 

.rt If imnrl finil ma^f- and ni Aitaratt 
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Whitest deadly torments doe her chast brest rend, 
And the sharpe Steele doth rivc her hart in tway, 
All ibr^ she Scudamore will not denay.^ 
Yet thou, vile man, vile Scudamore, art sound, 
Ne canst her ayde, ne canst her foe dismay ; 
Unworthy wretch to tread upon the ground, 

For whom so faire a Lady feeles so sore a wound.'' 

XII. 
There an huge heape of singulfes^ did oppresse 
His strugling soule, and swellmg throbs empeach^ 
His foltring toung with pangs of drerinesse,^ 
Choking the remnant of his plaintife speach, 
As if his dayes were come to their last reach. 
Which when she heard, and saw the ghastly fit 
Threatning into liis life to make a breach, 
Both with great nith® and terrour she was smit, 

Fearing least '' from her cage the wearie soule would flit* 

XIII. 
Tho,^ stouping downe, she him amoved light ; 
Who, therewith somewhat starting, up gan looke, 
And seeing him behind a stranger Elnight, 
Whereas no living creature he mistooke,^ 
With great mdignaunce he that sight fbrsooke,^^ 
And, downe againe himselfe disdsdnefuUy 
Abiecting,^^ th' earth with his iaire forhead strooke: 
Which the bold Virgin seeing, gan apply 

Fit medcine to his griefe, and spake thus courtesly ; 

* For, became. ' Leasts lest 

* Denayj deny. • Tho, then. 

* Simgwdfet, tobe. * MutookB, foipeoted. 

^ Empeaeh^ hinder. >® For»ooke, turned fimm. 

* DrmiMfM, Mrrow. " JhUding, oastiiig. 

* Rutk^ pitj. 
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Out of ber tliraldome and continuall feare ! 
For he, the tyrant, which her hatli in ward 
By strong enchauntments and blacke magicke ieare,^ 
Hath in a dungeon deepe her close embard,^ 
And many dreadfull feends hath pointed to her gard. 

XVII. 
" Tliere he tormenteth her most terribly, 
And day and night afflicts with mortal! paine, 
Because to yield him love she doth deny, 
Once to me yold,^ ndt to be yold^ againe : 
But yet by torture he would her constraine 
Love to conceive in her disdainflill brest ; 
Till so she doe, she must in doole ^ remaine, 
Ne may by living meanes be thence relest : 
What boots it then to plaine * that cannot be redrest ! " 

XVIII. 

With this sad hersall ® of his heavy stresse ^ 
The warlike Damzell was cmpassiond ® sore, 
And sayd ; " Sir Knight, your cause is nothing lesser 
Then ^ is your sorrow certes,^** if not more ; 
For nothmg so much pitty doth implore 
As gentle Ladyes helplesse misery : 
But yet, if please ye listen to my lore,^^ 
I will, with proofe of last extremity. 
Deliver her fix) thence, or with her for you dy." 

* LearCf lore. '' Stresse, distren. 

> Embard, confined. • Empassiond, mored, 

* FoZif, yielded. » TTken, than. 

* Docle, grief. w CerteSf certainly. 

* PlairUf complain. " Lorej counsel. 
' HersaUf rehearsal. 

XVIII. 8. — With proof e of last extremity.'] At the extreme peril of 
my life. 
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And stoutly came unto the Castle gate, 
Whereas no gate they found them to withhold, 
Nor ward to waite at mome and evening late ; 
But in the porch, that did them sore amate/ 
A flaming fire ymixt with smouldry^ smoke 
And stinking sulphure, that with griesly hate 
And dreadful! horror did all entraunce choke, 
Enforced them their forward footing to revoke. 

XXII. 
Greatly thereat was Britomart dismayd, 
Ne in that stownd^ wist how herselfe to beare ; 
For daunger vmne^ it were to have assayd 
That cruell element, which all things feare, 
Ne none can sufler to approachen neare : 
And, turning backe to Scudamour, thus sayd ; 
" What monstrous enmity provoke we heare ? 
Foolhardy as th' Earthes children, the which made 
BatteiU against the gods, so we a god invade. 

XXIII. 
'^ Daunger without discretion to attempt. 
Inglorious, beast-like, is : therefore. Sir Knight, 
Aread * what course of you is safest dempt,® 
And how we with our foe may come to fight." 
" This is," quoth he, " the dolorous despight,*' 
Which earst ® to you I playnd^ : for neither may 

* Ornate, alarm. ' Dempt, deemed. 

' Smmddry^ Buffoo&ting. "^ Dolorous despight^ grieyoiui Tezation. 

* SUnond, peril. * Earst , before. 

^ Vaine, uselen . * Playndf complained of. 

* Jir§adf explain. 



XXI. 9.— Their forward footing to reifDo1u.'\ To denst fiom their 
intention of going forwaid. 
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But cruell Alulciber would not obay 
His threatfuU pride, but did tlie more augment 
His mighty rage, and with imperious sway 
Him forst, maulgre * his fercenes, to relent,* 
And backe retire all scorcht and pitifully brent.' 

xxvri. 

With huge impatience lie inly swelt,* 
Blore for great sorrow that he could not pas 
Tlien * for the burning tonnent which he felt ; 
Tliat with fell woodnes ® he effierced ^ was. 
And wilfully him tlirowing on the gras 
Did beat and bounse his liead and brest full sore : 
The whiles the Championesse now entred has 
The utmost ® rowme, and past the foremost dore ; 

The utmost rowme abounding with all precious store : 

XXVIII. 
For, round about, the walls y clothed were • ,- -> 
Witl) goodly arras of great m aigty , • "'** ^ *^ 

Woven with gold and silke so close and nere 
That tlie rich metall lurked privily, 
As faining to be hidd from envious eye ; 
Yet here, and there, and every where, unwares 
It shewd itselfe and shone unwillingly ; 
Like to' a discolourd ^ snake, whose hidden snares 

Through the greene gi-as his long bright bumisht back de- 
clares. 

> Maulgre^ in spite of. ' Woadnis, madness. 

' Rcienty withdraw. ^ Effitreed^ inflamed. 

' Brcnif burned. * VtmoA^ outermost. 

« SweU^ swelled. • Discolourd^ paxty-colofed. 

» rAe«, than. 



XX V 1 . 5. — CrutU Muleiber.^ V ulcan ; that is, the fil^. 
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Did raine into her lap an hony dew ; 
Tiie wliiles her foolish garde, that litle knew 
Of such deceipt, kept th' yron dore fast bard, 
And watcht that none should enter nor issew ; 
Vaine was the watch, and bootlesse all the ward, 
Wheuas tlie god to golden hew hhnselfe transfard.^ 

"^ XXXII 



/( 



/ ^ Then was he tumd into a snowy swan, 
/ To win faire Leda to his lovely trade : 
/ * O wondrous skill, and sweet wit of the man, 
/ That her in dafiadillies sleeping made 

j From scorching heat her daintie limbes to shade ! 

1 Whiles the proud bird, ruffing^ his fethers wyde 

I And brushing his faire brest, oid her invade, 

\ She slept ; yet twixt her eielids closely spyde 

How towards her he rusht, and smiled at hb pryde. 

XXXIII. 
Then shewd it how the Tliebane Semelee, 
Deceivd of gealous luno, did require 
To see him in his soverayne maiestee 
Armd with his thunderbolts and lightning 6re, 
Whens dearely she with death bought her desire. 
But faire Alcmena better match did make, 
loying his love in likenes more entire : 
Three nights m one they say that for her sake 
He then did put, her pleasures lenger^ to partake. 

XXXIV. 

Twice was he seene in soaring eagles shape, 
And with wide winges to beat the buxome * ayre : 
Once, when he with Asterie did scape ; 

> TVttfufard, trantfonned. * Lender, longer. 

• Rtifing, ruffling. , * Buxome, yielding. 
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So lovedst thou the faire Coionis deare : 
Yet both are of thy baplesse hand extinct ; 
Yet both in flowres doe live, and love tliee beaie. 
The one a paunce/ the other a sweete-breare : 
For griefe whereof, ye mote have lively seene 
The god himselfe rending his golden heare, 
And breaking quite his garlond ever greene, 
With other signes of sorrow and impatient teene.^ 

XXXVIII. 
Both for those two, and for his owne deare sonne, 
The Sonne of Climene, he did repent ; 
Who, bold to guide the charet of the Sunne, 
Himselfe in thousand peeces fondly ^ rent, 
And all the world with flashing fier brent ^ ; 
So like, that all the walles did seeme to flame. 
Yet cruell Cupid, not herewith content, 
Forst him eftsoones ^ to follow other game, 
And love a shepheards daughter for his dearest dame. 

XXXIX. 
He loved Isse for his dearest dame. 
And lor her sake her cattell fedd awhile. 
And for her sake a cowheard vile became : 
The servant of Admetus, cowheard vile. 
Whiles that fh)m heaven he suflered exile. 
Long were to tell each other lovely fitt ; 
Now, like a lyon hunting after spoile ; 
Now, like a hag ; now, like a faulcon flit : 
All which in that faire arras was most lively writ. 

> Poimce, pansy. • Teene, sorrow. ' Fondly, fodaUy. 
* Brentf burned. * EfttoonM, immediately. 

XXXIX. 6. — Each other lovely JUt,J Each other oeeaaioD m wbUh 
he iblt the passion of love. 
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XLIII. 

Next Satume was, (but who would ever weene 
Tliat suUein Satume ever weend to love ? 
Yet love is sullein, and Satumlike seene, 
As lie did for Erigone it prove,) 
That to a centaure did himselfe transmove.^ 
So proov'd it eke that gratious god of ivine, 
When, for to compasse Philliras hard love, 
He tunid himselfe into a fruitfull vine, 

And into her faire bosome made his grapes decline. 

XLIV. 
Long were to tell the amorous assayes,^ 
And gentle pant^ues, with which he maked meeke 
The mightie Mars, to leame his wanton playes ; 
How oft for Venus, and how often eek 
For many otlier nymphes, he sore did shreek ^ ; 
With womanish teares, and witli unwarlike smarts, 
Privily moystening his horrid ^ cheeke : 
There was he painted iiiU of burning dartes. 

And many wide woundes launched through his innei pirte* 

XLV. 
Ne did he spare (so cruell was the Elfe) 
His owne deare mother, (ah ! why should he so !} 
Ne did he spare sometime to pricke himselfe. 
That he might taste the swe^t consuming woe, 
Which he had wrought to many others inoe.* 
But, to declare the mourn full tragedyes 
And spoiles wherewith he all the ground did straw 
More eatli ® to nimiber with how many eyes 
High heven beholdes sad lovers nightly iheeveryes. 

1 Drarismovef transform. * Horrid^ rough. 

• Assayts, experience«. • Mo6^ more. 

> ^Ttek, mourn. * Eathf easy. 
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With which he shot at randon when him list,^ 

Some headed with sad lead, some with pure gold ; 

(Ah ! man, beware how thou tl)ose dartes behold !) 

A wounded dragon under him did ly, 
' Whose hideous tayle his lefte foot did enfold, 

And with a shaft was shot through either eye, 
That no man ibrtli might draw, ne no man remedye. 

XUX. 
And underneath his feet was written thus, 

Unto the Victor of the gods this bet : 
And all the people in that ample hous 
Did to that image bowe their humble knee. 
And oft coinmitted ibwle idolatree. 
That wondrous sight faire Britomart amazd, 
Ne seeing could her wonder satisfie, 
But ever more and more upon it gazd, 
The whiles the passing brightnes her iiraile sences dazd.' 

L. 
Tho,^ as she backward cast her busie eye 
To search each secrete of that goodly sted,* 
Over the dore thus written she did spye, 
Bee bold : She oft and oft it over-red,* 
Yet could not find what sence it figured : 
But whatso were therdn or writ or ment. 
She was no whit thereby discoiu^ged 
From prosecuting of her first intent, 
But forward with bold steps into the next roome went. 

LI. 
Much fayrer then ^ the former was that roome, 

1 Him list, he pleaied. « Sted, place. 

* Dazd, flUuxled. > Over-rid, read over. 

» 7%P, then. • Tken,itinn. 
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LIV. 

And, as she lookt about, she did behold . 
How over that same dore was likewbe writ, 
ife boldcy Be bolder and every where, Be bold ; 
That much she muz'd, yet could not construe it 
By any ridling skill or commune wit. 
At last she spyde at that rowmes upper end 
Another yron dore, on which was writ, 
Be not too bold; whereto though she did bend 
Her earnest minde, yet wist ^ not what it might intend. 

LV. 
Thus she there wajrted unlill eventyde, 
Yet living creature none she saw appears. 
And now sad shadowes gan the world to hyde 
From mortall vew, and wrap b darkenes dreare ; 
Yet nould she d'oflf' her weary armes, for feare 
or secret daunger, ne let sleepe oppresse 
Her heavy eyes with natures burdein deare, 
But drew herselfe aside m sk^keraesse,^ 
And her welpointed wepons did about her dresse.^ 

* WUt, knew. " J^ould she d'off, would not take off. 

' SUkemesn, nfctj. * Dresse, arrange, dispoae. 
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A direful! stench of smoke and sulphure mixt 
Ensewdy whose noyaunce^ fild tlie fearefull sted^ 
From the fourth howre of night untill die sixt ; 
Yet theJbold Britonesse was nought ydred,^ 
Though much emmov'd, but stedfast still perseveitMl, 

III. 
AU suddeinly a stormy whirlwind blew 
Throughout the house, that clapped every doce, 
Witli which that yron wicket open flew, 
As it with mighty levers had bene tore ; 
And forth yssewd,^ as on die readie flore 
Of some theatre, a grave personage 
That in his hand a braunch of laurell bore. 
With comely haveour^ and countenance sage, 
Yclad in costly garments fit for tragicke stage. 

IV. 
Proceeding to tlie midst he stil did stand, 
As if in minde he somewhat had to say ; 
And to the vulgare beckning with his hand, 
In eigne of silence, as to heare a play, 
By lively actions he gan bewray * 

> J^offounetf annoyance. « Yssnoif i«mied. 

* Stedf place. ft H^v«mr^ demeanpr^ 

' Ydrtd, terrified. * Bewray^ reveal. 



III. 6. — A grave perMonage, Slc."] Warton atatea that the lalpodao* 
tion to th'iB procession of masquers waa borrowed from an pltpjpirirst 
spectacle common in Spenser^s age, called the dumb shnD^ irbk^i wm 
wont to be exhibited before every act of a tragedy. This etmM^ of 
dmnb actors, who, by their dress and action, prepared the s p aa Ut a w fbr 
the matter and substance of each ensuing act respectively. We haie 
a specimen of this dumb show, introductory to tlie play in ^ Hamlet.** 

IV. 5. — he gan bewray 

Some argument^ ^kc.] He began by bis gestoiea to ^«e 
explanation of the matters about to be Fepreaenled. 
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Or that same daintie lad, wlilch was so deare 
To great Alcides, tliat, whenas he dyde, 
He wailed womanlike witli many a teare. 
And every wood and every valley wyde 

He filld with Hylas name ; the nymphes eke Hylas cryde. 

Vlll. 
His garment neither was of silke nor say,^ 
But paynted plumes in goodly order dight,' 
Like as the sunburnt Indians do aray 
Their tawney bodies in their proudest plight : 
As those same plumes, so seemd he vaine and light. 
That by his gate might easily appeare ; 
For sdll he far'd as dauncing in delight, 
And in his hand a windy fan did beare, 

That in the ydle ayre he mov'd, still here and theare. 

IX. 
And him beside marcht amorous Desyre, 
Who seemd of ryper yeares then ^ th' other swayne, 
Yet was that other swayne this elders syre, 
And gave him being, commune to them twayne : 
His garment was disguysed very vayne,^ 
And his embrodered bonet sat awry : 
Twixt both his hands few sparks he close did strayne. 
Which sbll he blew and kindled busily, 

That soone they life conceiv'd, and forth in flames did fly. 

X, 
Next after him went Doubt, who was yclad 
In a discoloured ^ cote of straunge disguyse, 
Hiat at his backe a brode capuccio ^ had,^ 

1 &iy, thin itnil. " ^i^i arrayed. * Tkem^ thaik 

« KsyiM, ftntaitically. ^ i>ijeo^<mr*<2, many-coloiecl. 

* CajmedOf capuchin, or hood of a cloak. 
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xm. 

With him went Hope in rancke, a handsome mayd. 
Of chearefiill looke and lovely to behold ; 
In silken samite ^ she was light arayd, 
And her fayre lockes were woven up in gold : 
She always smyld, and in her hand did hold 
An holy-water-sprinckle, dipt in deowe. 
With which she sprinckled favours manifidd 
On whom she list, and did great liking sheowe. 

Great liking imto many, but true love to feowe. 

XIV. 
And after them Dissemblaunce and Suspect 
Marcht in one rancke, yet an imequall paire ; 
For She was gentle and of milde aspect. 
Courteous to all and seeming debonaire,^ 
Goodly adorned and exceeding faire ; 
Yet was that all but paynted and purloynd, 
And her bright browes were deckt with borrowed haire ; 
Her deeds were forged, and her words false coynd, 

And alwaies in her hand two clewes of silke she twynd : 

XV. 
But He was Ibwle, ill favoured, and grim, 
Under his eiebrowes looking still askaunce ; 
And ever, as Dissemblaunce laught on him. 
He lowrd on Her with daungerous eye-glaunce. 
Shewing his nature in his countenaunce ; 
His rolling eies did never rest in place, 

> Ssmi/e, a kind of lUk ituff. * De&onatre, grecioot. 



ble to the nature of Fear, who is here jnsUy represented aa being mora 
■olicitona to defend himaelf than to hnrt others; he therefore hem kit 
shield on his right arm.*' — Church. 
XIII. 1. — /« nuielM.1 Together, or in the same line. 
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And hanging downe his heavy countenaunce; 
She chearfiiU, fresh, and full of ioyaunce glad. 
As if no sonow she ne felt ne drad ; 
That evill matched paire they seemd to bee : 
An angry waspe th' one in a viall had, 
Th' otlier in h&rs an hony lady-bee. 
Thus marched these-six couples forth in faire degree. 

XIX. 
After all these there marcht a most faire Dame, 
Led of two grysie ^ Villeins, tli' one Despight, 
The other cleped^ Cruelty by name: 
She dolefull Lady, like a dreary spright 
Cald by strong charmes out of etemall night, 
Had Deathes own ymage figurd in her face, 
Full of sad signes, fearfull to living sight ; 
Yet in that horror shewd a seeraely ^ grace. 
And with her feeble feete did move a comely pace. 

XX. 

Her brest all naked, as neitt^ yvory 
Without adome of gold or silver bright 
Wherewith the craftesman wonts it beautify. 
Of her dew honour was despoyled quight ; 
And a wide wound therein (O ruefull sight!) 
Entrenched deep with knyfe accursed keene, 
Yet freshly bleeding forth her fainting spright, 
(The worke of cruell hand) was to be scene, 
That dyde in sangume red her skin all snowy cleene : 

> Grygkt squalid. ' Sumdy, pleasing. 

' Cleptdf called. * Actt, pure. 



XVIII. &.-^Ja hony lady-bee.] This ia difficult of explanation, 
onleas we suppose that Spenser imagined that the working-bees were 
females. 
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With that the darts which his right hand did straine 
Full dreadfully he shooke, that all did quake. 
And clapt on hye his coulourd winges twame. 
That all hb many ^ it affiraide did make : 
Tlio,^ blinding him againe, his way he forth did take. 

XXIV. 

Behinde him was Reproch, Repentaunce, Shame ; 
Reproch the first. Shame next, Repent behmde: 
Repentaunce feeble, sorrowfiill, and lame; 
Reproch despightfiil, carelesse, and unkinde ; 
Shame.most ill-favourd, bcstiall, and blinde : 
Shame lowrd, Repentaunce sighdj Reproch did scould ; 
Reproch sharpe stings, Repentaunce whips entwinde, 
Shame burning brond-yrons in her hand did hold : 
All three to each unlike, yet all made in one mould. 

XXV. 

And after them a rude confused rout 
Of persons flockt, whose names is hard to read^: 
Emongst them was steme Strife ; and Anger stout ; 
Unquiet Care ; and fond ^ Unthriftyhead ; 
Lewd Losse of Time ; and Sorrow seeming dead; 
Inconstant Chaunge ; and false Disloyalty ; 
Consummg Riotise ; and guilty Dread 
Of heavenly Vengeaunce ; faint Infirmity ; 
Vile Poverty ; and, lastly. Death with infamy. 

XXVI. 
There were full many moe * like Maladies, 
Whose names and natures I note® readen wdl ; 
So many moe,^ as there be phantasies 
In wavering wemans witt, that none can tell, 



1 Mamy, oomponj. ^ Famd^ 

' Tko, then. * JUm, more. 

* BMdj teH. • AWe, cmum*. 
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TUl that againo the second Evening 
Her covered with her sable vestiment, 
Wherewith the worlds faire beautie she hath blent ^ : 
Then, when the second watch was* almost past. 
That brasen dore flew open, and in went 
Bold Britomart, as she had late forecast,^ 
Nether of ydle showes nor of false charmes aghast. 

XXX. 

So soone as she was entred, rownd about 
She cast her eies to see what was become 
Of all those persons which she saw without. 
But lo! they streight were vanisht all and some; 
Ne living wight she saw in all that roome, 
Save that same wocfuU Lady ; both whose hands 
Were bounden fast, that did her ill become, 
And her small waste girt rownd with yion bands 
Unto a brasen pillour, by the which she stands. 

XXXI. 

And, her before, the vile Enchaunter sate, 
Filming straunge characters of his art ; 
With living blood he those characters wrate,^ 
Dreadfully dropping fiom her dying hart. 
Seeming transfixed with a cruell dart ; 
And all perforce to make her him to love. 
Ah ! who can love the worker of her smart ! 
A thousand charmes he formerly did prove ; 
Yet thousand charmes could not her stedfast hart remove. 

' DlMt, obioaied. > Forecast^ pieTiottslj detennined. 

' If rate, wrote. 



XXIX. 6. — Second waiek.] The lecoiid wateh began at nine, aad 
ended at twelve. 
XXIX. r.-^Brasm liori.] In the thiid itanxa thia door is «mi.' 
XXX.4.— ^MdjMM.] OneandalL 
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Which wrought it could the same recure againe« 
Therewith she stayd her hand, loth stayd to bee ; 
For life she him cnv^dc, and long'd revenge to see : 

XXXV. 

And to him said ; " TIiou wicked man, whose meed 
For so huge mischiefe and vile villany 
Is death, or if that ought doe death exceed ; 
Be sure that nought may save thee from to dy 
But if ^ that thou this Dame do presently 
Restore unto her health and former state ; 
This doe, and live ; els dye undoubtedly." 
He, glad of life, that lookt for death but late, 
Did yield himselfe right willing to prolong his date : 

XXXVI. 
And rising up gan straight to over-looke^ 
Those cursed leaves, his charmes back to reverse • 
Full dreadful! thinges out of that balefull booke 
He red, and measur'd many a sad verse. 
That horrour gan tlie Virgins hart to perse. 
And her faire locks up stared stifie on end, . 
Hearing him those same bloody lynes reherse ; 
And, all the while he red, she did extend 
Her sword high over him, if ought he did offend. 

XXXVIl. 
Anon she gan perceive the house to quake. 
And all the dores to rattle round about ; 
Yet all that did not her dismaied make, 
Nor slack her threatfuU hand for daungers douty' 
But still with stedfast eye and courage stout 
Abode, to weet ^ what end would come of all : 

» But if J unless. • Daut, fear. 

» Over-looke, look OYCT. * Weet, levn, 
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For many laboura more than I have found, 
This, that m safetie now I have you seenoi 
And meane^ of youi deliverance havebeene: 
Henceibrthy faire liady, comfort to you takei 
And put away remembrance of late teeoe^ ; 
Insted thereof, know that your loving Make^ 
Hath no lesse griefe endured ibr your gentle sake.'' 

XLI. 
She much was cheard to hear him roentiond, 
Whom of all living wightes she loved best. 
Then laid the noble Championesse strong hond 
Upon tb' Enchaumer which had her distresi 
So sore, and with foule outrages opprest : 
With that great chaine, wherewith not long ygoe 
He bound that pitteous Lady pf i o o n er now relesii 
Himselfe she bound, more worthy to be so, 
And captive with her led to wretchednesse and wo. 

XLIL 
Returning back, those goodly rowmes, wluch eist^ 
She saw so rich and royally arayd, 
Now vanbht utterly and cleane subvent 
She (bund, and all thdr gk)ry quite decayd ; 
That right of such a chaunge her much dismayd 
Thence forth descending to that perious^ porch. 
Those dreadfull flames she also found ddayd* 



> ifeontf, means, or inftrument * £r«f, before. 

' Tenu, lorrow. * Perlous, perilous. 

* JUdke, eompuiMm, or lover. * Ddaydf nmo^rtd. 



XLI. 7. — Lady prisoner.] ** Prisoner " is supposed by some of Spen- 
ser's editors to have crept in by accident or mistake of the printer, m 
tlw line, as it now reads, has twelve syllables. 
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Who her deare nourslings losse no lesse did moumei 
Thence to depart lor fimlier aide t' enquire : 
Where let them wend ^ at willj wliilest here I doe respire. 

> Wend, go 



When Spenier printed hit fint thiee books of the F^rie QneeDe, 
the two loven, Sir Scodamore and Amoret, ha^e a happj meeting; 
bat afterwards^ when he printed the fourth, fiflh, and sixth bodks, he 
reprinted likewise the three first books ; and, among other alterations 
of the lesser kind, he left out the &ve last stanzas, and made three new 
stanzas, viz. More eaeie issew now^ &c. By these alterations this third 
book not only connects better with the fourth, but (he reader it kept 
in that suspense which is necessary in a well-toId story. The staniat 
which are mentioned above, as omitted in the second edition^ and 
printed in the first, are the foHowing : — 

XLm. 

At last she came onto the place, where late 
She left Sir Scodamoor in great distreste, 
Twixt dolour and despight half desperate, 
Of hit loaea tnccour, of hit owne redrette, 
And of the bardie* Britomartt soccesse: 
There oo the cold earth him now tnrown she focmd, 
In wilful anguish, and dead heayinesse, . 
And to him cald ; whose foices knowen somid 
Soone at he heard, himtelf he reared light from grovnd. 

XLIV. 
There did be tee, that most on Earth him toyd, 
His dearett loue, the comfort of his dayet, 
Whose too long abtence him had sore annoyd, 
And wearied hia life with dull delayea: 
Straight he upttaited from the loathed layea,* 
And to her ran with batty eagemetse, 
like at a deare, that greedily embayet* 

« HardUfhM, • £a^, lea, anMiid. » £Mayet, bathes 
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OF 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 



CONTATirilfO 



THE LEGEND OF CAMBEL AND TRIAMOND, OR OF 

FRIENDSHIP. 

I. 

X HE rugged forhead, that with grave foresight 
Welds ^ kingdomes causes and afEiires of state, 
My looser rimes, I wote,^ doth sharply wite ^ 
For praising love as I have done of late, 
And magnifying lovers deare debate ; 
By which fraile youth is oft to follie led, 
Through felse allurement of that pleasing baite, 
That better were in vertues discipled,* 
Then * with vaine poemes weeds to have their fancies fed 

• II. 
Such ones ill iudge of love, that cannot love, 
Ne in tlieir frosen hearts feele kindly flame : 

> WddM, w'lelda. * Wote, know. ' IHte, blame. 

^ Disdpledf disciplined. * Then, than. 



1. 1. — T%fi rugged forhead.] The lord treasurer Burleigh ia rap- 
poaed to be ^^ the rugged forhead ** here mentioned. 
I. 9. — Weeds.] Here used for something noxious or useleaa 



Tbe meed of tbem that lore, and 



Which whoso list looke backe 
And call to count the things th 
StaW find that all the workes o 
And brave expluts wluch greti 
In love woe either ended or bf 
Widiesse the Fadier of Phikso 
Which to \as Critias, shaded (A 
or love iiill majue lessons did i 
Tbe which these Stoicke ceosoun 
IT. 
To such therefive I do not aog 
But to that sacred Sakit my am 
In whose chast brest all boimtif 
And treasures of true lore wla 
Bore all ber sexe that erer yet 
To her I sing of lore, that lore 
And best b lov'd or all alire 1 1 
To ber this aoag most fitif is ad 
Tlie Queene of k»rB, and Princf 



B. IV. 



THE FAEIUf: (iUEENE. 



429 



Do thou, dred Infant, Venus dearling dove, 
Frora her high spirit chase imperious feare, 
And use of awfull maiestie remove : 
Insted thereof with drops of melting love, 
Deawd with ambrosiall kisses, by thee gotten 
From tliy sweete-srayling Mother fiom above, 
Sprinckle her heart, and haughtie courage soften. 
That she may hearke to love, and reade thb lesson often. 



V. 3. — Imperious feare.] ^ Feare *' here means that which inspire! 
fear in others. 

V. 5. — With drops of mdting love, &c.] This language has an odd 
sound when we recollect that Queen Elizabeth, when this portion of 
the poem was published, was over sixty years old. 
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Whom having wedded, as did hiin beliove, 
A new unknowen mischiefe did from liim remove* 

m. 

For that same vile Enchauntour Busyran, 
The very selfe same day that she was wedded. 
Amidst the bridale feast, whitest eveiy man 
Suicharg'd ^ with wine were heedlesse and ill-hedded,^ 
All bent to mirth before the Bride was bedded, 
Brought in that Mask of Love which late was sbowen ; 
And there the Ladie ill of iiriends bestedded,' 
By way of sport, as oil in Maskes is knowen, 
Conveyed quite away to living wight unknowen. 

IV. 

Seven moneths he so her kept m bitter smart, 
Because his sinilill lust she would not serve, 
Untill such time as noble Britomart 
Released her, that else was like to sterve^ 
Through cruell knife that her deare heart did kerve^ : 
And now she is with her upon the way 
Marching in lovely wise, that could deserve 
No spot of blame, though spite did oft assay 
To blot her with dishonor of so faire a pray. 

V. 

Yet should it be a pleasant tale, to tell 
The diverse usage, and demeanure damt,® 

' SKrekarg*d, overlmrdeiied. * StervCf Btanre, die. 

' iU4udded, disturbed in head. ' Kerve^ canre, pierce. 

* BdfleiUetf, lUended. * DnManmr§ dainty delicate cendmiL 



III. 6,'-Whiek laU vxu jAiumk.] In the last eanko of the tlliid 
beok. 

IV. 9. — lb Hat her, dtc.] *To impute to her a diriwaoHiMd «««• 
neelMMi with her fair charge.' Britomart, it will be leaieiBberad, wm 
aappoced to be a man. 
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That well she wist ^ not what by them to gesse : 
For othei'whiles to her she purpos ^ made 
Of love, and olherwhiles of lustfulnesse, 

That much she feard his mind would grow to some excesse. 

Vlll. 
His will she feard ; for him she surely thought 
To be a man, such as indeed he seemed ; 
And much the more, by that he lately wrought, 
When her from deadly thraldome he redeemed. 
For which no service she too much esteemed : 
Yet dread of shame and doubt ^ of fowle dishonor 
Made her not yeeld so much as due shee deemed. 
Yet Britomart attended duly on her. 

As well became a Knight, and did to her all honor. 

IX. 
It so befell one evening that tliey came 
Unto a Castell, lodged there to bee. 
Where many a Knight, and many a lovely Dame, 
Was then assembled deeds of armes to see : 
Amongst all which was none more faire tlien ^ slieo, 
That many of them mov'd to eye her sore. 
The custome of that place was such, that hee, 
Which had no Love nor Lemman there in store, 
Should either winne him one, or lye without the doro. 

X. 
Amongst the rest there was a iolly Knight, 
Who, being asked for his love, avow'd 
That fairest Amoret was his by right, 
And offred that to iustifie alowd. 
The warlike Virgine, seeing his so prowd 
And boastfull chalenge, wexed inlie wrotli, 

» fVistf knew. • Doubt, fear. 

' Purpos, conversation. * Then, than. 
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XIII. 

With that, her glistring helmet she unlaced ; 
Whicli doft,^ her golden lockes, that were upbound 
Still in a knot, unto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a silken veile in compasse round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 
Like as the shining skie in summers night, 
What time the dayes with scorching heat abound, 
Is creasted '^ all with lines of fine light, 
That it prodigious seemes in common peoples sight. 

XIV. 
Such when those Knights and Ladies all about 
Beheld her, all were with amazement smit, 
And every one gan grow in secret dout 
Of this and that, according to each wit : 
Some thought that some enchantment faygned it ; 
Some, that Bellona In that warlike wise 
To them appear'd, with shield and armour fit ; 
Some, that it was a maske of strange disguise • 
So diversely each one did sundrie doubts devise. 

XV. 
But that young Knight, which through her gentle deed 
Was to that goodly fellowship restor'd. 
Ten thousand thankes did yeeld her for her meed, 
And, doubly overcommen, her adorM : 
So did they all their former strife accord ^ ; 
And eke fayre Amoret, now freed from feare. 
More Cunke affection did to her afford ; 

1 Doftf taken off. * Creasted, crested, tufled. ' Accord^ compose. 

XIII. 8.— With lines of fine UgfU.] This is a descripUon of the 
Aorora Borealis. 

XV. 4. — Doubly overcommen.] Overcome by her valor and her 
^neroaitj. 
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That now had chang'd her former wonted hew; 
For she could d'on ^ so manie shapes in sight. 
As ever could cameleon colours new ; 
So could she forge all colours, save the trew : 
The other no whit better was then ^ shee, 
But that, such as she was, she plaine did shew ; 
Yet otherwise much wonse, if worse might bee, 
And dayly more offensive unto each degree : 

XIX. 

Her name was Ate, mother of debate^ 
And all dissention which doth dayly grow 
Amongst iraile men, that many a publike state 
And many a private oft doth overthrow. 
Her false Duessa, who fiill well did know 
To be most fit to trouble noble Knights 
Which hunt for honor, raised from below 
Out of the dwellings of the damned sprights. 
Where she in darknes wastes her cursed dales and nights. 

XX. 

Hard by tlie gates of hell her dwelling is ; 
There, whereas all the plagues and harmes abound 
Which punish wicked men tliat walke amisse : 
It is a darksome delve* farre under ground, 
With thomes and barren brakes environd round, 
That none the same may easily out win * ; 
Yet many waies to enter may be found, 
But none to issue forth when one is in : 
For discord harder is to end then ^ to begin. 

> D*ony do on, put on. * Theuy than. ' Dehaie, fltrife. 
^ Delve, cave. * Out wiUf get out. 



XVIII. 9. — Unto each degru.] To every condition ; to penoni of 
illiortf. 

37* 
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XXI. 
And all within, the riven walls were hung 
With ragged monuments of times fin^past,' 
All which the sad effects of discord sung: 
There were rent robes and broken scepters plast^; 
Altars defyld, and holy things defast ; 
Disshirered speares and shields ytome in twaine ; 
Great cities ransackt, and strong castles rast ^ ; 
Nations captived, and huge annies slaine: 
Of all which rulnes there some rclicks did rcinaine. 
xxn. 

Tli«« was the signe * of antique Babylon ; 
Of fatall Thebes ; of Rome that raigned long ; 
Of sacred Salem ; and sad Illon, 
For niemorie of which on high there bcwig 
The Golden Apple, cause of all their wrong. 
For which the three faire goddesses did strive : 
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That under great Alcides fiirie fell : 
And of the dreadfull discord, which did drive 
The noble Argonauts to outrage fell, 
That each of life sought others to deprive, 

All mindlesse of the Golden Fleece, which made tliem strive. 

XXIV. 
And eke of private persons many moe,^ 
That were too long a worke to count them all ; 
Some, of swome friends tliat did their faith forgoe ; 
Some, of borne brethren prov'd unnaturall ; 
Some, of deare lovers foes perpetuall : 
Witnesse their broken bandes there to be scene. 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres '^ despoyled all ; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene,^ 

As plaine as at the first when they were fresh and greene. 

XXV. 
Such was her House within ; but all without, 
The barren ground was full of wicked wecdes. 
Which she herselfe had sowen all about. 
Now growen great, at first of little seedes, 
The seedes of evill wordes and factious deedes ; 
Which, when to ripenesse due they growen arre, 
Bring forth an infinite increase that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious iarre,* 

The which most often end in bloudshed and m warre. 

XXVI. 

And those same cursed seedes doe also serve 
To her for bread, and yeeld her living food : 
For life it is to her, when others sterve * 

* Motf more. * larttf jar. 

' BowreSf chambers, dwellingi. * Sterve^ starre, die. 

* Byding beeruy are remaining. 
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That one did reach, the other pusht away ; 
Tliat one did make, the other mard againe, 
And sought to bring all things unto decay ; 
Whereby great riches gathered manie a day, 
She in short space did often bring to nought, 
And their possessours often did dismay ^ : 
For all her studie was and all her thought 
flow she might overthrow the tilings tliat Concord wrouglit 

XXX 

So much her malice did her might surpas, 
That even th' Almightie selfe she did maligne, 
Because to man so mercifull he was, 
And unto all his creatures so benigne, 
Sith ^ she herselfe was of his grace indigne ^ : 
For all this worlds faire workmanship she tride 
Unto his last confusion to bring. 
And that great golden chaine quite to divide, 
Widi which it blessed Concord hath together tide. 

XXXI. 

Such was that Hag, which with Duessa roade ; 
And, serving her in her malitious use^ 
To hurt good Knights, was, as it were, her baude 
To sell her borrowed beautie to abuse : 
For though, like withered tree that wanteth iuyce, 
She old and crooked were, yet now of late 
As fresh and fragrant as the floure-deluce ' 
She was become, by chaunge of her estate, 
And made full goodly ioyance to her new-found mate : 

XXXII. 
Her mate,^ he was a ioUie^ youtlifuU Knight 

* Dismay f ruin. * Sith, since. ' Indigne, unworthy. 

* VsCy habit, custom. • * Floure-deluce, the iris, (JUur de lis, Fr.) 

' Mate, companion. ^ loUie, handsome. 
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Yet mindfull how he late by one was fold * 
Tliat did tliose armes and that same scutchion ^ weld,' 
He had small lust * to buy his Love so deare, 
But answered ; " Sir, him wise I never held. 
That, having once escaped perill neare, 
Would afterwards afresh die sleeping evill rcarc.' 

XXXV. 

" This Knight too late his manhood and hb might 
I did assay, that me right dearely cost ; 
Ne list I for revenge provoke new fight, 
Ne for light Ladies Love, that soone is lost." ' 
The hot-spurre youth so scorning to be crost, 
" Take then to you this Dame of mine," quoth heo, 
" And I, without your perill or your cost, 
Will chalenge ^ yond same other for my fee." " 
So forth he fiercely prickt, that one him scarce could see, 

XXXVI. 

The warlike Britonesse her soone addrest. 
And with such uncoudi ® welcome did receave 
Her fayned paramour, her forced guest, 
That, being forst his saddle soone to leave, 

^ Fddf thrown dowm. * Reare^ rouse. 

• Sru/cAion, device on the shield. ® Chalenge^ claim. 
' Wddy wield, bear. ' Fee, property. 

* Lust, desire. " Uncouth , ^ly* 



XXXIV. 5. — Same scutchion.'] Sec book III. canto I. slanza IV. 

X\^V. 5. — The hot-spurre youth.'] Blandamour. This epithet is 
one of the reasons which leads Upton to think that the Earl of North- 
umberland is meant by Blandamour, Hotspur being the name given to 
you^g Percy in the reign of Henry IV., as every reader of Shakspeare 
knows. 

XXXVI. 3. — Her fayned paramour, &c.] * Her (that is Amoret's) 
feigned lover, or who would feign be her lover, and who would force 
himself upon her as her guest or companion.* 



<. 
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To be Sir Scudamour, (by that he bore 
The god of Love with wings displayed wide,) 
Whom mortally he hated evennore, 
Both for his worth, that all men did adore, 
* And eke because his Love he wonne by right : 
Which when he thought, it grieved him fiill sore, . 
That, through the bruses of his fonner fight. 
He now unable was to wreake his own despight. 

XL. 
Forthy ^ he thus to Paridell bespake ; 
" Faire Sir, of fiiendship let me now you pray, 
That as I late adventured for your sake. 
The hurts whereof me now fix)m battell stay. 
Ye will me now with like good tume repay. 
And iustifie my cause on yonder Knight." 
" Ah ! Sir," said Paridell, " do not dismay ^ 
Yourselfe for this ; myselfe will for you fight. 
As ye have done for me : The left hand rubs the right.'* 

XLI. 
With that he put his spurres unto his steed. 
With speare in rest, and toward him did fare. 
Like shaft out of a bow preventmg ^ speed. 
But Scudamour was shordy well aware 
Of his approch, and gan himselfe prepare 

' Forthy, therefore. ' Dismay, disquiet 

' Preventing, coming before, surpassing. 

XXXIX. 3. — The god of Love,"] See book III. canto XI. stanxa 
VII. The name of Seudamore comes from the Italian Setido i^ Amove, 
(shield of love.) Todd states that there was a family of that name 
which had the armorial bearings described in the text, and from wMch 
thej derived their name. 

XL. 9. — Tht left hand rubs the right.] A proverbial expressioii 
eqaivalent to " One good turn deserves another." 

VOL. II. 38 
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A Knight much better llian thyselfe behight,* 
Well falles it thee that I am not in plight 
Tliis day, to wreake the dammage by thee donne ! 
Such is thy wont, that still when any Knight 
Is weakned, then lliou doest him overronne ^ : 
So hast thou to thyselfe false honour often wonne." 

XLV. 
He little answer'd, but in manly hart 
His mightie indignation did forbeare ; 
Which was not yet so secret, but some part 
Thereof did in his fix)uning face appeare : 
Like as a gloomio cloud, the which doth beare 
An hideous storme, is by the northcme blast 
Quite overblowne, yet doth not passe so cleare 
But that it all the skie doth overcast 

With darknes dred, and threatens all the world to wast.^ 

XLVI. 
" Ah ! gentle Knight," then false Duessa sayd, 
" Why do ye strive for Ladies love so sore. 
Whose chiefe desire is love and friendly aid 
Monsjst gentle Knights to nourish evermore ! 
No be ye wroth, Sir Scudamour, therefore. 
That she your Love list love another Knight, 
Ne do yoursclfe dislike a whit the more ; 
For love is free, and led witli selfe-delight, 

Ne will enforced be with maisterdome ^ or might" 

' Behightf called, esteemed. ' fFastf waste, desolate. 

• Ovcnonnej trample upon, subdue. * Maisterdome^ supenority. 



XLI V. 5. — Well falles it thee.] It is well for you. 
XLVI. l. — Ah! gentle Knigkt, &c.] This is addressed to Blanda- 
mour. 
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XLVll. 

So false Duessa : but xHe A{e thus ; 
" Both foolish Knights, I can but laugh at both, 
That strive and stomie with sline outiageous 
For her, that eac)i of you alike doth loth, 
And loves another, witli whom now she go'th 
In lovely \«'ise, and slecpcs, and sports, and playes ; 
Whilest boili joii here with many a cursed olh 
Sweare she is yours, and stirre up bloudie frayes, 
To win a willow bough, whilest other weares the bayes.' 
XLVIII. 
" Vile Hag," sayd Scudamour, "why dost (bou lye. 
And falsly seekst a virtuous wigfat to shame?" 
" Fond ^ Knight," sayd she, " tlie thing that with this eye 
I saw, why should I doubt to tell the same? " 
" Then tell," quoth Blandamour, " and feaie do blame ; 
Tell what thou saw'st, maulgre ' whoso it heares," 
"1 saw,"' (moiii she, " a itrainiger Kniijlit, whose 




C. I. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 449 

L. 

So Stood Sir Scudamour when diis he heard, 
Ne word he had to speake for great dbmay, 
But lookt on Glauce grim, who woxe afeard ^ 
Of outrage for die words which she heard say, 
Albee^ untrue she wist^ them by assay/ 
But Blandamour, whenas he did espie 
His chaunge of cheere diat anguish did bewray, 
He woxe full blidic, as* he had got® thereby, 
And gan thereat to triumph without victorie. 

LI. 
" Lo ! recreant," sayd he, " the fiuitlesse end 
Of thy vaine boast, and spoile of love misgotten. 
Whereby the name of knight-hood thou dost shend, ^ 
And all true lovers with dishonor blotten : 
All things not rooted well will soone be rotten." 
" Fy, fy, false Knight," then false Duessa cryde, 
" Unworthy life, that love with guile hast gotten ; 
Be thou, wherever thou do go or ryde. 
Loathed of Ladies all, and of all Knights defyde ! " 

LII. 
But Scudamour, for passing great despight, 
Staid not to answer ; scarcely did refraine 
But that in all those Knights and Ladies sight 
He for revenge had guiltlesse Glauce slainc : 
But, being past, he thus began amaiiie ® ; 
" False traitour Squire, false Squire of falsest Knight, 
Why doth mine hand from thine avenge abstaine. 
Whose lord hath done my love this foule despight ! 
Why do I not it wreake on thee now in my might ! 

' Woxe afeardf grew afraid. ^ ^Sy aa if. 

* MeBf although. ' Got, gained. 

' ffXff, knew. ' Skendf diagnce, 

* Aiiay^ experience, knowledge. " AmaijUf Tiolently. 
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" Discourteous, ilUloyall ' Brilomait, 
Untrue to God, ai.ii unto n;an uniust! 
What vcDgeance due can equall thy clesart. 
That hast with sbainefull spot of sinfiill lust 
DeBI'd the pledge committed to tliy trust ! 
Let ugly shame and endlesse infamy 
Colour iliy name with foulo reproaches rust . 
Yet thou, false Squire, liis fault shall dcare ahy," 
And with ihy punisliriienl his penance shalt supply." 
LIV. 
The aged daiue him seeing so enraged 
Was dead with fcare ; nadilessc as neede required 
His flaming furie sought to have assuaged 
With sober words, that sufTcrance ^ desired 
Till time the tryall of her truth expyred * ; 
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